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Fall 2014 Offerings
Special Programs and Educational 
Opportunities this Fall

B’nai Mitzvah Class for Adults 
 This program is designed for members and guests of B’nai Havurah who want to 
broaden their Judaic knowledge and experience. This experience will likely strengthen 
your Jewish identity and enhance your connection to our Jewish community. The program, 
created for adults who have never had a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, will encourage participation 
in group study and will culminate in being called to the Torah before our community, 
friends, and family. Rabbi Evette will work with you to create a moving and emotional 
program and service that you will always cherish.
 The program will start in January or February of 2015. There is a fee associated with 
this program. Financial aid is available. If interested or if you have questions, please 
contact the office at 303-388-4441 or office@bnaihavurah.org or rabbi@bnaihavurah.
org. Elementary Hebrew skills are needed.

Elementary Hebrew: Aleph isn’t Tough
 Learn to read Hebrew and be comfortable with the prayer book in twelve sessions. Our 
textbook for the class, Aleph Isn’t Tough, is a 10-lesson course, with a catch-up session after 
lesson 5 and lesson 10 so no one will be left behind. With a bit of practice at home you will 
read Hebrew, know some basic Hebrew vocabulary, understand Hebrew roots and a bit of 
grammar, and be familiar with a lot of pieces of the liturgy.
 If you are contemplating studying for adult B’nai Mitzvah and have no Hebrew skills, 
this class is a great way to prepare! The class will be offered in 12 sessions 
on Monday or Tuesday evenings. To register and to let us know of your 
preferred day and time, please contact adult education chair Felice Morel at 
fkmorel@pcisys.net by October 10.    
 Instructor: Rivka Schwab, B’nai Havurah member and fluent Hebrew speaker. 
Registration required. No cost for members, $5 per session for non-members. Participants are 
responsible for obtaining textbook. (B’nai Havurah has a few copies available for purchase. 
The books are also available for order on Amazon, as well as at local bookstores.)

All events at B’nai Havurah unless otherwise noted. Please visit our website at www.bnaihavurah.org 
for more details and to register (for classes and programs that require registration). 

Please call the office at 303-388-4441 if you or a loved one needs accommodations to attend any events listed. 
We will do our best to meet all requests.
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Talmud Class with the Rabbi
Fridays, 11:00 am-12:30 pm
 A study group for individuals of all backgrounds 
in Judaics. Hebrew is not required. Please contact 
Rabbi Evette at Rabbi@bnaihavurah.org or 303-388-
4441 if you are interested in joining this group.  
 Date and time to be determined. Registration is required. 
No cost for members, $5 per session for non-members.

The Jewish Dialogue
 Are you looking for more useful ways to discuss 
the situation in the Middle East? Conversation about 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can be extremely 
difficult and people with strong convictions can find 
themselves in conflict with other Jews who hold 
different views. If you have ever felt ambivalent 
or confused about the Middle East situation and 
yearned for a supportive environment in which you 
can discuss your feelings, ideas, and questions, this 
class is for you!
 “The dialogue IS about Israel, 
but it is more than that. I think the 
whole exercise is a model for how 
to come to greater understanding 
(and hopefully therefore greater 
compassion) when there is strong, 
emotionally-charged disagreement 
within a group,” says Rabbi Evette.
 Facilitator: Rabbi Evette Lutman. Class limited 
to 10 participants. No cost for members, $5 for non-members. 
We will schedule sessions to accommodate interest. Mutually 
agreeable dates will be created with Rabbi Evette and B’nai 
Havurah members and/or Havurot.
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B’nai Havurah Religious School

Our Religious School offers innovative, 
quality Jewish education options for 
toddlers through 9th Grade.
In addition to Religious and Hebrew School on Sundays, 
we have a Hebrew Language Lab on Tuesdays for our 
3rd through 5th graders. We have planned another year 
of wonderful programs with Community and Family 
Education Days highlighting tenets of Reconstructionist 
Judaism. 

Al Galgalim – 
Parent/Grandparent Tot Classes    
2nd Sunday of the month starting in October, 
10-11:30 am  
Al Galgalim (Training Wheels) is a Hadassah-sanctioned 
program for preschoolers (age 2 to 5) and their parents, 
grandparents, or guardians to create meaningful Jewish 
home rituals and celebrations.  
 Fee: $100, includes a free year membership to 
Hadassah and B’nai Havurah. Eligible Mazel Tot families 
will be able to enroll at reduced or no cost at 
www.mazeltot.org.
 For more information and to register, go to 
www.bnaihavurah.org or contact Carol Loveman Morris 
at 303-388-4441, ext. 11 or carol@bnaihavurah.org.

Place Bridge Academy
See description on page 7

Family Shabbat   
Second Fridays, 5:30-7:30 pm
See description on page 8

Rabbi Evette Lutman
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Books & Bagels
First Sunday of every month, 10:30 am–noon, B’nai Havurah library
October 5: The Golem and the Jinni by Helene Wecker
November 2: Love and Treasure by Ayelet Waldman
December 7: Rebbe by Joseph Telushkin
 Facilitator: Sandy Goldman. No cost for members, $5 per session for non-members. 

Sukkah Soiree
Saturday, October 11, 7:00-10:00 pm 
 An elegant adult event under the Sukkah lights in a 
fabulous private backyard just blocks from B’nai Havurah The 
ticket price of $18 per couple or $10 per person includes hearty 
harvest fare, music, and elegant fun. Bring a bottle of your 
favorite wine or other beverage to share. Who says Sukkot is 
just for kids?
 Half off ticket price for any guest contributing a crockpot 
full of soup or stew (to feed about 10). Please label your hearty harvest creation and 
indicate if it is gluten-free. We cannot accept any meat. Dairy kosher creations (including 
fish) are gratefully accepted! 
 Online invitations will be forthcoming; make reservations at www.bnaihavurah.org no later than 
October 8 or call the office at 303-388-4441.

Special guest presentations by 
Deborah Gordon Zaslow and Rabbi David Zaslow
Monday, October 20, 7:00-9:00 pm
 Deborah Gordon Zaslow is the author of Bringing Bubbe 
Home: a Memoir of Letting Go Through Love and Death, an honest 
and inspiring memoir of a rabbi’s wife who brings her 103-year-old 
grandmother home to live and die with her family.
 Rabbi David Zaslow is the author of Jesus: First-Century Rabbi, 
which takes a bold, fresh look at the historical Jesus and the Jewish 
roots of Christianity. Using cutting-edge scholarly research, Rabbi 
Zaslow dispels the myths of disparity between Christianity and 
Judaism without diluting the unique features of each faith. 
 Registration required. No cost for members, $5 for non-members. 
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Deborah and Rabbi David Zaslow

Sukkah Soirée
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People Making a Difference: a 4-part Documentary Film Series
Saturdays, Oct. 25, Nov. 22, Jan. 10, and Jan. 24, 7:00-9:15 pm
 B’nai Havurah members Dick Reinish and Marty Caplan facilitate a 4-part documentary 
film series about people trying to make a positive difference in the world. Screenings will be 
followed by discussion and dessert. Although the films don’t have a specifically Jewish theme, 
they all reflect the spirit of Tikkun Olam and will generate lively discussions. 
October 25: Sing Your Song: The life and work of Harry Belafonte
November 22: A Small Act
January 10: A Place at the Table
January 24: Pete Seeger: The Power of Song
 Registration required. No cost for members, $5 per session for non-members. 

Interested in Exploring the World 
of Havurot at B’nai Havurah?
Wednesday, November 5, 7:15-9:00 pm
  This is an excellent time to learn about the benefits of being in a havurah, meet 
others who are also interested, and make initial plans to help launch a new havurah.   
  To RSVP or to learn more please contact Elaine Selsberg at Rechtfam@aol.com.

B’nai Havurah Drumming Circle
Sundays, October 26, November 9, December 7, 3:00-4:30 pm
 Find your inner rhythm at B’nai Havurah’s monthly drumming circle. 
Learn easy beats, practice group awareness, and have fun! Bring friends, 
family members, and hand drums if you have them (some loaners are 
available). 
 Registration requested. No cost for members, $5 per session for non-members.

How To Be A Friend To A Friend Who’s Sick 
Sunday, November 9, 1:30-4:00 pm 
 Everyone knows someone who is sick or suffering. Yet when a friend or relative is under 
duress, many of us feel uncertain about how to cope. Some of us don’t visit our sick friends 
at all. Others visit, overstay, and make things worse. Our discussion will be based on Letty 
Cottin Pogrebin’s book How to Be a Friend to a Friend Who’s Sick. Pogrebin, author of 11 books, 
has distilled insights, opinions, and ideas into this wide-ranging compendium of concrete 
guidance and usable wisdom. Join Debbie Reinberg and Ronnie Rosenbaum as we discuss this 
book and apply its lessons to our lives and to B’nai Havurah. 
 Registration required. No cost for members, $5 for non-members. We will schedule additional sessions to 
accommodate interest. Sponsored by Chesed Committee.
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Portrayal of Jews in Western Art/Architecture through the Ages: 
A Two-Part Series
Part 1: Medieval Times: Jewish Images in the Christian Church
Monday, November 3, 7:00-8:30 pm 
 Western European art can tell us how Jewish-Christian relations changed 
during the Middle Ages. Because of the Second Commandment (“no graven 
images”) there was almost no religious Jewish art, while Christians used art 
as an essential part of their religious activities. This presentation describes 
and analyzes the art of the Roman catacombs, medieval mosaics and Gothic 
stained glass, and shows how Christianity adapted and reinterpreted the 
Jewish scriptures.   
 Facilitator: Henry Claman, MD, an international leader in the fields of microbiol-
ogy and immunology, is a man of diverse interests and a favorite speaker on topics ranging 
from basic science to modern art. Dr. Claman served as Head of the Division of Allergy and 
Immunology at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center for 25 years and was 
named a Distinguished Professor of the University of Colorado. 

Part 2: 19th Century through Modern Times
Monday, November 17, 7:00-9:00 pm 
 In the modern and contemporary periods the visual image moves to 
the center of Jewish self-representation, challenging the assumption of the 
anti-visuality of Jewish culture. In this hour-long class we’ll examine the 
Jew’s role in the rise of modernity, key Jewish artists of the 19th century 
through the mid-20th century, and Jewish self-representation in con-
temporary visual art. Some of the artists that we’ll discuss are El Lissitsky, 
Marc Chagall, Ben Shahn, Komar and Melamid, Judy Chicago, Debra 
Kass, R. B. Kitaj, Jack Levine, Archie Rand, and others. We’ll also examine 
art movements with a strong Jewish presence — holocaust related art, 
feminist art, abstract expressionism, street photography, and the 2nd 
Russian avant-garde. If time permits we can also discuss the Jewish role 
in inventing and reinventing the extraordinary contemporary art market 
with its associated wealth, prestige, and glamour.
 Facilitator: Simon Zalkind, B’nai Havurah member, is an independent curator and art advisor 
specializing in modern and contemporary art. He has worked with numerous institutions, corporations and 
collectors in curating collections and exhibitions, including The Brooklyn Museum, The Neuberger Museum, 
The Denver Art Museum, Redline, the Museum of Contemporary Art, The Singer Gallery at the MACC, and 
many others. Simon has a Master’s degree in Religious Studies from D.U. and Iliff School of Theology.
 Registration to either or both of the two-part series is strongly suggested. No cost for members, $5 per 
session for non-members.
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Parenting with your Heart 
Sunday, November 16, 9:45-11:45 am
 Our children are so important to us, yet sometimes we struggle to parent in 
ways we truly feel good about.  Join with other parents to discover how to use 
our words to create a quality of connection with our children and ourselves, so 
that everyone matters. 
Participants will:
•	 Understand	needs	&	developmental	stage	needs	behind	your	children’s	

behavior
•	 Transform	power	struggles	and	conflicts	into	opportunities	for	building	

connection and trust
•	 Contribute	to	a	more	peaceful	world	by	raising	compassionate	children
•	 Learn	the	transformative	power	of	empathy	to	change	everyday	challenges
•	 Connect	to	Jewish	values,	i.e.	nurturing	loving	kindness	in	our	children
 This class is suitable for parents, grandparents, teachers and anyone who cares about 
children. 
 Facilitator: Susan Kaplan, B’nai Havurah member, holds Master’s degrees in Social Work and 
Public Administration. Her extensive experience includes director of a University-based volunteer crisis center, 
community development via VISTA, adoption service counseling, and Family Services Counselor at Warren 
Village & Decatur Place. She is currently an independent trainer & facilitator, and works with Colorado 
Courage and Rocky Mountain Center for Compassionate Communication. 
 Registration required. No cost for members, $5 for non-members. Given level of participation and interest, 
there is a possibility that this class will be scheduled for additional sessions.

As part of our ongoing series (beginning this fall) surrounding Jewish traditions 
around death and dying, we are pleased to present:

Talking the Talk to Help Others Walk the Ultimate Walk:
tasks and rituals for the dying
Wednesday, November 19, 11:00 am-1:00 pm
 After first discussing tasks for the dying, we will look at both traditional 
and liberal interpretations of the Jewish final confession, the viddui, and its 
therapeutic use. 
 Facilitator: Rabbi Eliot Baskin, D.Min. Rabbi Baskin, member of B’nai Havurah, 
serves as Denver’s Jewish community chaplain, visiting people in nursing homes, correctional 
facilities, and mental institutions to provide spiritual counseling and support. Rabbi Baskin 
became the first rabbi to earn the Doctor of Ministry degree in Pastoral Care and Counseling in 
1993 at Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion in New York, where he did his demon-
stration project on the use of sacred stories for patients with AIDS.

 Registration required. No cost for members, $5 for non-members.

Susan Kaplan

Rabbi Eliot Baskin
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Tikkun Olam at B’nai Havurah
Tikkun Olam is the imperative to repair the world, so that it reflects the divine values of Justice 
(tzedek), Compassion (chesed), and Peace (shalom).

Tikkun Olam Half Shekel Grants
 B’nai Havurah members may apply for grant monies through the half-shekel 
fund collected from our members as well as additional contributions. Requests 
for funding must come from B’nai Havurah members who are asked to provide 
information using an application form and grant requirements (search under the 
heading “outreach”) found on our website, www.bnaihaurah.org. Requests by e-mail are 
encouraged and should be sent to tikkunolam@bnaihavurah.org. 

The Orange Mitzvah   October 18-31
 Habitat Interfaith Alliance will be selling pumpkins! Volunteers are needed to help 
unload pumpkins on October 17 and also to assist with the sale that runs from 
October 18 to 31. Contact Nancy McCahill at nancymccahill@hotmail.com or 
303-368-1398 to volunteer. B’nai Havurah (through Tikkun Olam) is an official partner 
(one of 14 congregations) of Habitat Interfaith Alliance (HIA).

Habitat Interfaith Alliance
 Habitat Interfaith Alliance is building a 3-bedroom, 2-story townhome at 15136 East 
Andrews Dr. at Sable Ridge (Montbello area). Our family this year is a single 
mom with four daughters. She is a CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant) at 
Orchard Park. Volunteer opportunities are available to help with the build 
this fall. Please register at http://hia.volunteerhub.com. Volunteers are still 
needed on Thursday, October 23 and Friday, October 24.

Place Bridge Academy
 Place Bridge Academy is our neighbor, a school with a student body of over 1000 
children from pre-school through 8th grade, many of whom are newcomers and English-
language learners. Adult volunteers who are interested in working 
as classroom helpers, reading and math tutors, English-language 
tutors, and especially library assistants are needed. To volunteer, 
please contact Rivka Schwab at 303-759-4035. 

 ˆwqt
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People of the Book Make Cards 
Sunday, November 23, 3-6 pm
 Using different types of tactile paper, we will 
make magical cards that move and have space for 
hidden messages. This class is scheduled for just before 
Hanukkah. The beautiful cards you will create can be used 
for any occasion! This class is for teens and adults.
 Instructor: Alice Turak is a calligrapher and book artist. For 
8 years she carried on her love of paper in her store Paper Pleasures. 
She enjoys sharing her paper crafting skills.
 No cost for members, $5 for non-members. Please bring a pencil, 
eraser, scissors, cutting surface (cutting board), and metal ruler. 

Registration required no later than November 18.

Street Art and the Holocaust in Berlin: 
Controversies in Memorializing
Wednesday, December 3, 7:00-9:00 pm
 In the last few years, various Berlin artists have taken to public art displays memorializing the 
horrors of the Holocaust. These pieces are not within museum walls, therefore not contained in 
the museum culture of directed meaning with narratives educating the audience about how and 
what they need to understand. Without any guidance, this Holocaust Street Art is found in public 
spaces throughout the city. Class facilitator, Barbara Ellman, LCSW, will show pictures and videos 
she shot in Berlin which captured a collection of this art. She will lead a discussion that asks of 
participants, “How does this public art affect our relationship to the Holocaust, memory, and 
memorializing?”
 Facilitator: Barbara Ellman, B’nai Havurah member, is a clinical social worker in private practice with a 
passion for art.
 Registration required. No cost for members, $5 for non-members.  

Shabbat at B’nai Havurah

Family Shabbat 2nd Friday of each month, 5:30-7:30 pm 
Friday, October 10: 5th Grade Family Shabbat
Friday, November 14: 3rd	&	4th	Grade	Family	Shabbat	
 Join us for a Family Shabbat this year. Students from the grades listed above will offer a D’var 
Torah. All families are welcome as we sing Shabbat songs with Hal Aqua, enjoy a delicious meal, 
and worship together with a family-friendly service. Song session begins at 5:30 pm, followed by 
dinner at 6:00, and a short musical Friday evening service at 7:00.
 Registration for the meal is required. Cost: $10 for adults (over 12), $5 for children over 4.

Do you wonder 
where B’nai 
Havurah will be 50 
years from now? 
Please consider including 
B’nai Havurah in your 
estate plans. B’nai Chai 
Live On Legacy members 

help ensure that our Reconstructionist legacy 
continues for our children and our children’s 
children. If you have already included a gift to 
B’nai Havurah in your planned giving, please let 
us know as well! For more information please 
contact Becky Epstein at 303-388-4441 ext. 15 
or exec@bnaihavurah.org.
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 Shabbat
GRATEFUL 
 DEAD

Shabbat at B’nai Havurah

Kabbalat Shabbat Experience   
4th Friday of each month, 6:30-8:30 pm
On fourth Fridays, B’nai Havurah offers an all-ages Shabbat experience that includes ritual, food, 
singing, camaraderie, and shared community. This year’s themed Shabbats will include Grateful 
Dead (October 24, see below), kirtan chanting, Yiddish and Chasidic music, reggae, blues and 
gospel, and Sephardi music.

Grateful Dead Shabbat
Friday, October 24, 6:30-8:45 pm 
 Welcome Shabbat with the tribal tunes and communal 
good vibes of the legendary Grateful Dead. We begin at 
6:30 pm with Kabbalat Shabbat (“receiving Shabbat”), a 
music-filled, joyous opening to Friday night led by Hal 
Aqua and fellow musicians. The service is followed by a catered dinner at 7:30 pm and a 
multimedia presentation by B’nai Havurah member Dr. Doug “The Grateful Dad” Gertner 
entitled “Who were the Grateful Dead and why were they always following Jews around?” 
 No cost for the service; registration required for catered dinner.  

 
Second Night Thanksgiving 
Friday, November 28, 6:30 pm
 Join us for a joyous Shabbat service and bring your favorite dairy/
vegetarian Thanksgiving creation for dinner following services. A traditional 
B’nai Havurah affair — our 2nd night Thanksgiving celebration! Kids, relatives and 
out-of-town guests welcome!
 Reservations required. No cost. Members and guests welcome.

Community-Wide Hanukkah Shabbat Service and Party
Friday, December 19, 6:00-8:00 pm
 We will light the candles, play a little dreidel, create lego menorah, enjoy a latke or 
two and come together for a joyous Shabbat and Hanukkah service. All ages invited and 
encouraged to join us. 
 Reservations required. $5 per person or $15 per family of 3 or more. 

Additional Special Shabbats:
Pink Shabbat, Saturday, October 25, 9:30 am 
Jewish Veterans Day Shabbat: Saturday, November 9, 9:30 am 
Civil Rights Shabbat: Saturday, January 18, 2015, 9:30 am
Library Shabbat Scholar Event: January 2015 (date TBA)
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Connect with 
B’nai Havurah 
Our committees need you!
•  Adult Education
•  Budget and Finance
•  Building
•  Chesed
•  Development
•  Inclusivity
•  Information Technology
•  Library
•  Marketing
•  Membership
•  Religious School
•  Ritual
•  Shabbat
•  Tikkun Olam

B’nai Havurah has a new havurah: 
Havurah B’Kavod Jose Diaz!
 B’nai Havurah members who organized the Gun Violence Prevention 
Sabbath last March voted to become B’Kavod Jose Diaz in honor of our 
longtime and beloved custodian, who was Denver’s first gun fatality in 2014.
  New members are welcome — the next meeting is in October. If you 
are interested in attending or wish to learn more, contact Alana Smart 
(AlanaKS@aol.com, 303-733-4622) to express your interest and confirm 
the meeting date with her.
  Already belong to a havurah? No problem — you can belong to 
more than one. B’Kavod Jose Diaz adds yet another dimension to B’nai 
Havurah. 

Bonding With Your Jewish Baby: 
An Infant Massage & Communication Course
Five Thursdays, October 16-November 13, 6:00-7:30 pm
 Melita Schwartz combines a Parenting Course, Bonding, Communi-
cation, and Massage Class all in one. The class is taught in a group environment that allows for 
deeper connections with your baby, your partner, and other Jewish parents. Learn to massage 
your baby’s whole body—preventing colic, increasing weight gain, increasing length and quality 
of sleep for you and the baby and much more! You will learn what those little sounds and big 
cries mean as your baby attempts to communicate with you. 
 Parents and babies up to 12 months and adopted children up to age 7 are welcome. Cost: 
$175. Registration is required. Sign up on MazelTot.org (use your MazelTot discount and receive 
$100 off the price of the course!) or at massage@catalysthealthysolutions.com or 303-596-3324.
 Class instructor: Melita Schwartz LMT, CEIM, RYT is a Certified Educator of Infant Massage through 
the International Association of Infant Massage and has been a Licensed Massage Therapist since 2007.

No Kvetch Kettlebell Class
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:30-8:15 am, October 14, 16, 21, 23, 28 and 30; or
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:30-8:15 am, November 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, and 20
 Play your way to flexibility and strength, improve your coordination and balance, align body 
and brain…using kettlebells and other warm-up exercises. Each class, taught by Dr. Marc Drillings 
(with assistance from Barbara Stein), will include a warmup, strength and conditioning segment 
and cooldown. Participants will receive instruction on proper kettlebell technique.  
 Both sessions are offered at B’nai Havurah. Cost for each six-class session (October or 
November): $50 for members and non-members; both sessions for $85. Registration required at 
bnaihavurah.org or by emailing Barbara Stein at bgailstein@comcast.net. Beginners are welcome. 
Kettlebell training and the Kettlebells are provided. Wear comfortable clothing.
 Facilitator: Dr. Marc Drillings is a licensed chiropractor and certified in acupuncture. He uses a variety of 
techniques, including client-specific-designed exercise programs.


