
FROM THE RABBI 
 What are the things that bring 
me the greatest pride as your rabbi? I 
love our music. I love the 
commitment to social justice. I love 
how we are there for people at times 
of illness and to help heal after a 
death. And I love how we are there 
for our kids, recognizing that it is not 
just about what we do for one child, it 
is what we do for the future of our 
people. That being the case, then, it 
shouldn’t surprise you that I’ll ask for 
even more! 
 
 Over Martin Luther King 
Weekend (January 16-18) this year, 
we will be hosting about 100 Reform 
Jewish high school students from all 
over Pennsylvania and South Jersey 
for a weekend of socializing and 
social action, music and prayer. We 
need to help to organize activities 
and meals. We need to provide 
places for them to sleep and means 
of transportation. We’re not doing this 
because we want them to have fun 
(even though we do), we’re doing this 
because we want to build the future 
of our people and our movement.  
 
 But here’s the wonderful irony. 
In the words of some of the early 
Zionists, we do this Livnot u’l’ibanot, 
yes, to build, but also to be built up 
ourselves. We will put in a lot of work 
and energy, we’re asking you to open 
your homes, but the result will be that 
we, as a congregation and as 
individuals, will be energized. You 
will see the energy and enthusiasm 
as these kids reach into our county to 
perform community service work for 
a variety of causes. And even after a 
full day, you’ll see them having fun— 
on Saturday night, thanks to the 
generosity of the Selfon family and 
the Miller Music Fund, we will all get 

to enjoy wonderful music together 
with these kids. Their energy will be 
infectious. 
 
 So, if you’re a grandparent who 
misses the sound of young people, a 
parent of smaller children who you 
want to inspire with a whole cadre of 
teens who love being Jewish, an 
empty nester or a young single with a 
little extra space on your floor, 
whether you can house two or ten 
(you only need floor space. Beds are 
not required. They’ll be flexible with 
the bathroom schedule), we need 
you. If you know of a local non-profit 
organization that could use free 
labor, we need you. If you can help 
transport kids, we need you. If you 
can help prepare and serve a meal, 
we need you. I promise you, you may 
be exhausted by the end of the 
weekend. Your house may need to 
be straightened up a little, but you 
will find the whole experience 
absolutely worthwhile. There will be 
no regrets. 
 
 Look further in this bulletin, and 
you will see the sign up forms for all 
the ways you can help. Please let us 
know we can count on you. 
 
 Isaiah envisioned a Messianic 
Age when the young will lead us. We 
have a chance to help inspire those 
young people. Let’s make sure it’s a 
great weekend for them . . . and for 
us. 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES & EVENTS 

November 1 
Torah study 9 a.m. 

Shabbat morning service & Bar Mitzvah of 
Ben Jacobs 10:30 

 

November 2 
Sisterhood Lilith Salon 

See insert 
 

November 3, 10, 17 
Adult Jewish Growth 

Reviewing Torah Commentaries see p. 5 
 

November 4 
ELECTION DAY 
PLEASE VOTE! 

 

November 7 
First Friday Erev Shabbat service 6 p.m.  

 

November 8 
Torah study 9 a.m. 

Shabbat morning service & Bar Mitzvah of 
Nathan Rybner 10:30 

 

November 9 
JFS sponsored movie “Misa’s Fugue” at 

the JCC see p. 6 

 

November 14 
Tot Shabbat 6:30 

Erev Shabbat service 7:30 
 

November 15 
Torah study 9 a.m. 

Shabbat morning service & Bar Mitzvah of 
Max Curtin 10:30 

 

Sisterhood YES Fund dinner  see p. 7 
 

November 16 
Brotherhood football event at the Temple 

see p. 6 
 

November 21 
Erev Shabbat service 7:30 

 

November 22 
Torah study 9 a.m.  

Shabbat service led by 7th grade 10:15 
 

November 23 
Chanukah Boutique 

See insert 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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TORAH AT HOME 

Last  year we started a new program, inviting 
members to host the Torah in their home for a week.  From all 
the feedback we have received, the program has been 
successful and we, therefore, are going to offer it again.   

For those who are new or do not remember the 
project, here is what the Rabbi told us in his bulletin article 
last summer: 
    “We want to bring Torah into your homes. We want to help     
     you relate to Torah and Jewish learning in different ways.  
     But how will we decide where the Torah goes?  One of  
     the requirements is that you must be prepared to invite a  
     minimum of 10 congregants (more are welcome, non- 
     Jews and non-congregants are welcome in addition to the  
     10) to your home on a specific date when I will come to  
     your home to teach a class. We also ask that after the  
     week, the members of your household write reflections on  
     the experience that we will share with the congregation.” 
 If you’re interested, all you need to do is email Judy 
Shenk, jps87@comcast.net, with the weeks you’re available. 
We will essentially draw names, and let you know which week 
is yours. Then you just need to find the people for the learning 
session. Of course, if you’re so inclined, refreshments for your 
guests would be welcome as well. 

The dates are listed below.  The Rabbi will transport 
the Torah to your home in its own portable Ark.  Once the 
families have been selected, you and the Rabbi will be able to 
select a time that is suitable to both of you. 
Dates: 12/22/14    2/3/15    4/19/15   6/2/15 

Continued from page 1) 

November 24 
Adolescent Mental Health Panel see p. 8 

 
November 26 
NO Hebrew 

 
November 27 

Thanksgiving Day 
 

Temple office is closed 
 

November 28 
Erev Shabbat service 7:30 

B’nai Mitzvah of Jessica Hillard and Cole & Ethan Valva 
 

November 30 
Torah study & Shabbat morning service   9 a.m.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

mailto:jps87@comcast.net


    To Rick and Deb Moran on the marriage 
of their son, Bobby, to Samantha.  

    To Natalie Freedman on the marriage of 
her grandson Jonathan Antista to Chad 

Bolt on September 20. 

  To Lori & Phil Barbers on the birth of a granddaughter, Sadie 
Jane Mullin, on September 21. Sadie’s parents are Nate and 
Hannah (Barbers) Mullin. 

    To Marty & Sherry Royce on the birth of a great grandson, 
Nate Alexander Branum on October 7.  Nate is the son of 
Ethan & Nicole Branum, grandson of Rachel & Jay Branum. 
 

To John and Lisa Torba on the marriage of John’s son Bryan, 
to Brandi on Oct. 18. 

 

      
 

Todah Rabah! 

   To everyone who signed our Uniongram in honor of our 30th 
wedding anniversary. Seeing all the names so beautifully 
presented by Miriam  just reminds us of how blessed we are 
to be a part of this wonderful congregational family.  With love 
and appreciation,  Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

  To everyone who made the Gift of Life drive such an 
overwhelming success. From the volunteers who helped with 
the drive itself to those who were swabbed, you’ve made a 
difference in the world and are all my heroes! We could not 
have succeeded without each and every one of you. Debi 
Oxenberg 
    

    From Morah Lauren Gerofsky and the Third Grade to Mrs. 
Beth Deliver in the office for help with our bread recipe, and to 
our mystery dish washer, too. We went back to clean up and it 
was done! You helped our class complete our mitzvah of 
Tzedakah. 
 

    We are so appreciative for the beautiful Uniongram 
celebrating our 45th anniversary.   Miriam & Jim, you came to 
our Temple, not that long ago, and became such  precious 
and hard-working members of our Shaarai Shomayim 
family.   I will always be a "Philly girl", but Shaarai Shomayim, 
our Temple Family, will always be home.  Thanks to everyone 
for this special 45th Anniversary Uniongram.  Ronnie & 
Harvey Meyer 
 

   To Elaine Ressel's mother, Beth Deliver, Laura Scheff, Beth 
Adland, Debi Oxenberg, and Martha Rowley for making apple 
cakes and helping to make the high holidays a sweet one for our 
college students away from home. Also a special thanks to our 
1st grade class for making holiday cards that were also sent with 
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NEW DIRECTORIES  —- INCLUDING NEW 
MEMBERS AND UPDATED CONTACT 
INFORMATION -—  ARE BEING EDITED AND 
WILL BE MAILED TO EACH CONGREGANT IN 
NOVEMBER.  PLEASE MAKE SURE THE 
TEMPLE OFFICE HAS ALL YOUR CORRECT 
CONTACT INFORMATION!   
 
WE WILL MAIL ONE BOOK PER HOUSEHOLD, 
BUT YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO HAVE 
MULTIPLE COPIES TO KEEP  IN VARIOUS 
PLACES.  EXTRA COPIES WILL BE 
AVAILABLE IN THE TEMPLE OFFICE. 
 

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 
TO THE DIRECTORY ARE 
PUBLISHED IN THE MONTHLY 
BULLETINS.  PLEASE  BE SURE 
TO TRANSFER THESE MONTHLY 
ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 
TO YOUR COPIES... 

Keeping up with our Temple family   
 

If in your travels through social media, you come 
across news about any of our congregants or their 
families, such as births, deaths, honors, illnesses, 
or any other items for which we can offer Mazel 
Tov, condolences, or a helping hand, please pass 
them on to us at jpaskoff@shaarai.org or 
office@shaarai.org.  

the apple cakes. Carol Woodman    
 

    To all who helped make the Sisterhood Rosh Hashanah 
Oneg such an overwhelming success for our 
congregants!  What a way to welcome in 5775! Thanks in 
particular to those who helped to set up:  Alice Yerman, 
Wendy Sirotkin, Miriam Baumgartner, Colleen Stameshkin, 
and Linda Hirsch.  And of course our thanks also go out to 
Rick Hess, who is the man behind the scenes, along with 
Gladys Ortiz and her crew of worker-bees who make things 
run seamlessly.  We appreciate all of your efforts as 
well.  And last but not least, a big thank you to all of the folks 
who helped wash the tablecloths from the Oneg.  You all 
rock! 
    May 5775 be one of the happiest, healthiest, and sweetest 
of your years yet.  And a Good Seal in the Book of Life for all! 

 Shana Tova u’Mitukah, 
Laura Scheff, Jill Weisberg & Rachel Rosenzweig 

Rosh Hashanah Oneg Co-chairs 

 

      

 

Condolences 
    Rabbi Paskoff, President Heller, and the Board of Trustees 
of Congregation Shaarai Shomayim extend their sympathy to 
Helen Goldstoff and family on the passing of husband, father, 
and grandfather, Stan, on September 24.   
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Musically Speaking 

Why do we sing that tune? 
  

In a traditional congregation, during Shabbat and other holidays the 

liturgical melodies reflect the time of day as well as the holiday 

(Friday night, Saturday morning, Saturday afternoon, Havdalah— 

Saturday evening.) You can hear this definitively, for example, when 

you listen to the Kiddush (blessing over the wine) for Friday evening 

and compare it with the Kiddush sung on Rosh Hashanah or Simchat 

Torah. 

  

Cantors refer to something called nusach, defined as the basic 

collection of traditional, melodic motifs used to recite Jewish 

prayers. “The specific pattern to be used for a prayer depends both on 

the holiday on which it is to be sung, and on the type of service (e.g. 

morning or evening service). In this way Nusach sets the mood for 

the entire service.” (http://www.chazzanut.com/nusach/mp3s) 

  

Depending upon the congregation, its affiliation, and its leadership, 

in some congregations you can hear an obvious difference between 

the melodies used for different service purposes. The music used 

tends to reflect local interests and considerations. 

  

Do you remember the Shabbat tunes you heard as a child? Are they 

markedly different from what we sing together today at Shaarai 

Shomayim? I distinctly remember feeling disappointed when I was a 

child, when I heard “Barchu,” “Oseh Shalom” and many others sung 

during High Holidays with tunes I didn’t know. They weren’t the 

Shabbat melodies I knew and loved! Yet, according to nusach, high 

holiday music is set apart once again by motif and mood, something 

I’m sure many of you notice. 

  

Suppose a Rip van Winkle type of situation occurred: instead of 

sleeping 20 years, our van Winkle person fell asleep in the 

entranceway to the Sanctuary and slept there for days and sometimes 

weeks, waking during a holiday or Shabbat service, then falling 

asleep again after the service. Each time she awoke, without other 

clues such as a calendar or newspaper, she could tell which holiday it 

was by the sound of the music she heard. 

  

I enjoy learning about Jewish music, its nuances and history, and 

look forward to sharing my explorations with you. Since it’s 

something we thrive on at Shaarai Shomayim, I’m sure we’ll 

continue to sing contemporary liturgical compositions to enhance our 

soul-seeking together, even if many of today’s folk songs don’t 

conform to the traditional notion of nusach. It’s a complicated issue, 

so I hope you’ll let me know what you think! 

  

 B’shira (in song), 

 Through Nov. 15, Shaarai Shomayim is partnering with the 

Bon-Ton family of stores through the sale of coupon booklets, good 

toward store merchandise. With 100% of booklet sales benefiting 

our organization, you can feel good going shopping and great about 

giving back! 
            

 The coupon booklet is just $5 at the Temple office. It's good 

toward great merchandise at any Bon-Ton and Furniture Gallery 

store during the special Two 

Day Community Day Sale 

November 14-15. The more 

booklets you purchase, the 

more coupons you can use 

to save on your holiday 

shopping! Go shopping to 

support our Temple! 

 The Community Day 

booklet is filled with great savings coupons and exclusive offers! 

Take advantage of: 

*  A $10 coupon to use on an item of $10 or more. 

* A 30% off Early Bird Coupon valid BOTH DAYS until 1pm. 

* Tiered shopping pass for 25% / 20% / 10% off each  

regular or sale priced item. 

*Two Web Exclusive Offers 

* Plus, the booklet is filled with great items to use your coupons 

on! 

Shaarai Shomayim Movie Night presents  

“The Attack”  
 

An Arab surgeon living in Tel Aviv discovers a dark secret 
about his wife in the aftermath of a suicide bombing. 

 

2012not rated102 minutes  
Begins with Havdalah at 7 p.m. 

Movie refreshments 

December 13 

The movies 
are back! The 
movies are 
back! 

 

Good! I love  
a good    
Saturday night 
movie. 
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What inspires YOU? 
  

 PLEASE NOTE some important changes…we hope your 
child will participate with his or her peers in the services listed 
below – all the dates with stars (*) are changed from 
previously published in the October bulletin. 

 Grade 7 - Saturday, November 22 
Grade 5 - Friday, January 9 

*Grade 4 - Friday, February 20 
*EC through Grade 2 — Friday, March 6 (6:00 pm) (sing 

Shabbat and other holiday songs) 
*Grade 3 - Friday, March 6 (6:00 pm) 

*Grade 6 - Saturday, April 18 
 

  "If you truly wish your children to study Torah, study it 
yourself in their presence. They will follow your example. 
Otherwise, they will not themselves study Torah but will simply 
instruct their children to do so" - Rabbi Menahem Mendel of 
Kotzk, Poland (1787–1859) 
 

 As we draw closer to Chanukah, many parents are 
caught up in the question “what gift(s) should we give to our 
children this year?” One of the best gifts we can give our 
children is the heritage of Jewish studies. My father was a first 
generation American whose parents survived pogroms, and 
my mother is a Shoah survivor. This family background made 
Jewish studies a precious legacy for my brothers and me. By 
contrast, our Religious School teachers and I occasionally 
hear parents say, “I hated Religious School, and expect my 
child(ren) will hate it.” 
 It’s often argued that parents need to “walk the walk,” 
rather than tell their children “do as I say, not as I do.” How 
about in our Jewish lives? How can parents who feel 
uninterested, spiritually and/or intellectually, find ways to be 
role models in Jewish involvement and Jewish study? Start 
somewhere. Start where your heart is. Be true to yourself and 
validate the experience for yourself as well as for your 
children. 
 Here are just a few of the many ways to be involved 
Jewishly: 

·   volunteer to be class parent 

·   help with cooking/baking days and Family Education Days 

at our School 

·   sit with your child during services and read/follow the prayer

-book together 

·    light candles on Friday nights creating a special family time 

each week 

·   Read an inspirational book such as Sacred Intentions: Daily 

Inspiration based on Jewish Wisdom (by Olitzky & Forman), 
short readings to read each day 
  Setting aside time each Friday night for a special 
Shabbat meal together at home can be an anchoring 
experience for you and your family. A delightful children’s song 
by Julie Silver says “Shabbos keeps our family; week by week 
we're going strong….chazak chazak v'nit-cha-zeik…be strong, 
be strong -- and we will be strengthened.” 
Your child(ren), their teachers, and I all look forward to seeing 
you and seeing you involved at our Shaarai School.   

~All the best, 
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Adult Jewish Growth  
5775 Programming 

 

All sessions at the Temple, Monday 
evenings, 7:30-9 p.m. 

 

November 3, 10, 17  Reviewing Torah 

Commentaries 
 What does it mean to be a Reform Jew? What does 
it mean to study Torah as a Reform Jew? Is it to read the 
sources provided by our movement? To survey a broad 
array of commentaries? Help inform our Ritual Committee 
about possibilities for purchasing additional Torah 
commentaries for our sanctuary by seeing how a number 
of them approach different Biblical passages. Facilitated 
by Rabbi Paskoff.  
 

Coming in December: “The Changing Face of the 

American Jewish Family”  

 
Please contact Nicole Kaplan, 569 -7781 or 
nurse94@comcast.net for more information.  

Youth Education         

NEW Torah Study group! 

 We started at the beginning in Genesis. Join us 
in the upstairs double classroom every Shabbat 
morning at 9 a.m. for study of the weekly Torah 
portion. All knowledge and experience levels are 
welcome.  

Dress is casual.  

Coffee is served!  

Come with a friend! 

 

On Saturday morning, Nov. 22, at 10:15, 

the 7th grade class will be leading 

Shabbat morning service.  This is not a 

formal B’nai Mitzvah service, but it will be 

a regular Sabbath morning service.   

Come for study (see above), stay for 

worship! 

Kiddush & Motzi included!  



We’re lookin’ for a few good men…and women 
================================================

Congregation Shaarai Shomayim Temple 

Brotherhood has formed a team to 

 

VOLLEY FOR KIDS! 
 

-Registration fees have been paid through the 

generosity of several Brotherhood members 

-Every player will receive a free VOLLEY FOR KIDS 

T-shirt 

-Interested men and women of all ages are welcome to 

play for Brotherhood 

-The more the merrier -  everyone gets to play – up to 

10 players on the court at a time 

-Scheduled time for our one hour game on November 

2 is to be announced. 

 

Will you join us on our side of the net at Spooky 

Nook Sports for the kids? 
 

Volley for Kids is a fundraising project for Aaron’s Acres 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Contact Bobby Dickman for details and to sign up 

808-7300 (cell) 

rdickman111@comcast.net 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON  

FOOTBALL FEVER ON HDTV! 
 

Philadelphia Eagles vs. Green Bay Packers 

 

Sunday, November 16,  at 1:00 PM in Wise Hall 

 

Hey guys, why don’t you plan on getting out of the house 

on November 16 for some football fun? Who knows, 

there might be a special visit from the famous Shirley 

Temple queen. 

 

All men of the congregation are invited to join this 

special Brotherhood-sponsored event* 

 

Featuring: 

Camaraderie and football excitement - cheering, 

rooting and shouting permitted in the name of team 

spirit. (Face paint optional). 

 

Refreshments - fresh pizza, delectable wings and 

sparkling cold sodas will be served.  

$5 donation for food & drink. 

Contact Andy Gerofsky at 626-8433 (home) or 

abg1@ptd.net 

Please use the 1st James St doors to enter. 

*The new Brotherhood member dues offer will be in 

effect for this event  

 
 

The tradition continues...  

 Shaarai Shomayim celebrates 

its annual Charter Shabbat 

on  November 21, 2014, at 7:30 
  

   Our original charter was granted by the 

state on November 18, 1856.  
 

We will also be observing the  

50th Anniversary 

Confirmation Class of 1964 
 

A special class ... special people .... 
 

Join us to learn why .....  



 

Temple Sisterhood 

of Congregation Shaarai Shomayim 

 

invites you to our YES Fund evening honoring 

Sara Eiser 

Be our guest for  wine, hors d'oeuvres and dessert with your contribution to the 
Women of Reform Judaism YES Fund 

 

Saturday, November 15, at 7:00 PM 

Congregation Shaarai Shomayim 

75 E. James Street, Lancaster, PA 17602 

 
As a beneficiary of YES fund contributions as a student at the  Hebrew Union College,  

Sara will share first-hand how our commitment supports the future of Reform Judaism. 

 

Please send your check ($36 suggested minimum) payable to WRJ   

to Randi Jacobson, 541 Randolph Dr., Lititz, PA  17543 by 11/5/14.  

 

100% of your donation goes to the YES fund, thanks to the generosity of  

our underwriters and Temple Sisterhood.  

 

Questions? Call Randi Jacobson (717-560-6541) or email RandiJ57@aol.com 
 

 

The YES Fund (Youth, Education, and Special Projects) represents the collective financial efforts of our members and 
donors to strengthen the institutions of Reform/Progressive Judaism and ensure the future of Reform Jewish leadership. 
Together we are able to achieve what no one individual or sisterhood could accomplish alone. Through the YES Fund, 
WRJ is able to provide financial assistance to our rabbinical and cantorial students, our youth, and organizations through-
out the Reform/Progressive Jewish Movement. 
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Save the date! 
SHAARAI SHOMAYIM 

CONGREGATIONAL 

RETREAT 

MARCH 13-15, 2015 

PEARLSTONE CENTER 

Reisterstown, MD 

 
“Misa’s Fugue”—An Important Movie 

 

Sunday, November 9, 10 a.m.-noon at the  
Lancaster JCC 

 

 “Misa’s Fugue” was shown at the opening session of 
this year’s Holocaust Conference at Millersville University.  It 
is the story of a man who survived several concentration 
camps, including Auschwitz, because of his artistic talents. 
 Misa came to the US, became educated, and started an 
artistic career.  The hour long movie documents flashbacks 
of Misa’s life that are prompted by present day actions.  The 
movie’s director, Sean Gaston, is a Berks Co. teacher who 
lives in Ephrata and whose students participated in making 
the movie. 
 The date for the showing of this documentary is the 
anniversary of Kristallnacht. 

 
ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH  

PANEL DISCUSSION –  
 

Psychological, Legal, and Creative 
Approaches with a Jewish Perspective 

an Adult Jewish Growth Program, co-sponsored by the 
Sisterhood Advocacy Ring and the Tikkun Olam Committee  

 

Monday, November 24, 7-9 pm 
at Congregation Shaarai Shomayim 

(Doors open at 7 for browsing informational tables.  Panel 
discussion begins at 7:30) 

 

 What are the common mental health conditions most 

likely to impact adolescents.   

 How does adolescent mental illness contribute 

to societal violence; harm to family and self. 

 What are the Federal and state laws relating to mentally 

ill adolescents. 

 What help and strategies are available for parents of 

mentally ill adolescents. 

 How can the arts help mentally children and 

adolescents.  

 What legislative changes are needed. 
 
Rabbi Jack Paskoff will be the panel moderator and discuss 

the Jewish perspective as it relates to mental illness. 
 
Panelists are: 

    Dr. Mary Diamond, Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist 

    Maria DeFelice, Parent Advocate & MSW Student   

    Barry Kornhauser, playwright, M-Uth Theater      

     Director, and MU Assistant Director of Campus & 

     Community Engagement 

    Leo Lutz, Director of Training & Graduate Ed.,      

     Center for Juvenile Justice Training & Research, 

     Shippensburg, PA  

    Greg Paulson, Chief of Staff to Mike Sturla, State      

            Representative  

    Jim Wolman, Lancaster Attorney 
 

Learn from professionals who have studied and worked with 

adolescents. Discuss how we can support adolescents, 

families, and society in dealing with these issues. 

 

The evening will also feature informational booths from 

local mental health facilities. 
 

This session is open to the public.  Bring 

friends, family, and anyone who can benefit 

from this information. 



  MITZVOT OPPORTUNITIES & COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 Mitzvot Opportunities are activities that give us the chance to do something positive for our Jewish and 

non-Jewish neighbors.  Whether it is a 13 year old’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah project, a collection for Jewish 

Family Services, a meal for the homeless, or money for a disaster relief fund; whether you call it Tikkun 

Olam, gemilut chasadim, or Mitzvot, it’s all good. 
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We’re here for you 

Can we help you? 

With a ride?   With a call?  With a visit?   

With something we haven’t thought of yet? 

Can you help us? 

Be a driver.  Be a caller.  Be a visitor.   

Be a mentsch 

Contact ALICE YERMAN, 569-5554 or 

ayerm@juno.com 
 

 

HINEINI 

FROM THE GREEN COMMITTEE 
Observe the law and regulations.  

 No one is above the law and that applies everywhere.  Like 
other countries, though the severity of laws and enforcement 
differs between them, the United States has an arsenal of 
environmental laws and regulations from protecting 
endangered species and threatened habitats, to preventing 
pollution, and regulations regarding building, waste and water 
management, transportation, industry, agriculture, fishing, and 
so forth. 
 

 If everyone observed the law and regulations at all levels 
of society, far less damage would be done to the planet.  Make 
sure you observe environmental laws at all times.  

365 Ways to Save the Earth  
by Phillippe Bourseiller 

Franklin & Marshall College presents the Klehr Center for 
Jewish Life Reading Group 

2014-15 Reading List and Discussion Dates  
 

Each month we will discuss the selected reading. All discussion 
sessions are free and open to the public. Discounted copies of 

the works may be purchased at the F&M Bookstore.  All readers 
welcome – read one book, read them all. 
 
Dec. 11 —  The Wanting by Michael Lavinge 
Jan.  22 — The Kill Artist by Daniel Silva 
Feb. 26 — The Tinderbox by Lisa Gornick 
Mar. 26 — The Gallery of Vanished Husbands by Natasha  
                  Solomons 
May 14 —  In the Courtyard of the Kabbalist by Ruchama  
                  King Feuerman 

 

All sessions meet on Thursday evenings from 7-8:30 pm 
in the Klehr Center for Jewish Life living room, 645 
College Ave., at the corner of College & W. New Sts. 

 

Please note:  No meetings in November or April   

DEADLY MEDICINE:  THE GERMAN MEDICAL 
PROFESSION AND NAZI MEDICAL CRIMES Tuesday, Nov 

18 
Featured Speaker 

Dr. Patricia Heberer Rice 
Historian, US Holocaust Memorial Museum   

 

1:30 p.m. 
Reading Public Museum  

Auditorium 
500 Museum Road 

Reading, PA  
 
 How did members of a profession committed to helping and 
healing people become complicit in Nazi crimes? This lecture 
explores the role of physicians as planners and implementers of Nazi 
racial hygiene policy, which sought to “cleanse” German society of 
individuals viewed as biological threats to the nation's “health.” 
Affecting the lives of some 600,000 individuals, these policies set 
important precedents for the Holocaust and helped pave the way for 
the genocide of European Jewry. 
 

The events are free and open to the public, but registrations are 
requested. 
 

Contact the Museum’s Mid-Atlantic Regional Office with questions at 
202.488.0420 or ccampbell@ushmm.org. 
 

The afternoon event is co-presented by the Reading Public Museum, which is 
hosting the US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s traveling exhibition Deadly 
Medicine: Creating the Master Race through Jan. 4. 
 

The evening event is co-presented by the Edwin and Alma N. Lakin Holocaust 
Library and Resource Center, which is a partnership between Albright College 
and the Jewish Federation of Reading.  

7 p.m. 

Albright College 

Wachovia Theatre 

1621 North 13th Street 

Reading, PA 

mailto:ccampbell@ushmm.org
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Mitzvah Fund 
In memory of Stan Goldstoff 
    Carole and Peter D’Ettorre 
    Marilyn and Ron Toplitz 
    Sandy and Dick Bloom 
    Harriet Rosenbaum 
    Ruth M. Mester 
    Carolyn and Edward Parkes 
    Elaine and John Kalishman 
    Janice and J. Thomas Dunlevy 
    Marvin C. Daley 
    Donna and Jay Karfunkle 
    Joan and Beryl Sherman 
    Johanna Lever 
    Beverly  and Murray Sims 
    Annie Miller-Benn and Don Benn 
    Anita and Christopher Murray 
    Evelyn and Robert Sugarman 
 

In honor of Ester Abby Wells conversion 
    Charles and Julia Powers 
 

In honor of Rabbi Paskoff for his compassion and wonderful 
leadership 
    Charles and June Powers 
 

In honor of the birth of Nate Branum 
    Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

In memory of Ruth Sharpless 
    Steven Barnett 
 

Thanks to the committee and participants who created the 
beautiful and meaningful Tapestry service. 
    Sandy Asher 
 

Peitzman Religious School Technology Fund 
In memory of Stan Goldstoff 
    Judy and Syd Shenk 
 

Chavrai Zamir Fund 
In memory of Stan Goldstoff 
    Phyllis Lazarus 
 

In honor of the choir and participants of the Tapestry Service 
    Charles and June Powers 
 

Tikkun Olam Fund 
In memory of Stan Goldstoff 
    Mindy and Dale Rosenberg 
 

In appreciation of Rabbi Paskoff 
 Paula Abrahams 
 

In honor of the birth of Nate Alexander Braunum  
Shirley Gitomer  
 

Cantorial Soloist Fund 
In honor of Marian Kleinman 
    Rachel Hadas and Shalom Gorewitz 
    Charles and June Powers 
    Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Building Fund 
In honor of Martha Rowley for all she does for the Temple 
 Charles and June Powers 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood Contributions 

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONES 
 

THE INSTALLATION OF NEW MEMORIAL TABLETS 
IN THE SANCTUARY WILL PROVIDE  

CONGREGANTS WITH THE  
OPPORTUNITY TO COMMEMORATE  

THE YAHRZEIT OF FAMILY AND LOVED ONES  
WITH PERMANENT INDIVIDUAL PLAQUES. 

 
 

the price for a traditional memorial plaque that is 
placed on display once a year during the week the 

yahrzeit is read is $540. the new memorial plaques  that 
remain on display permanently cost $360 as of 

November 1. 
 
 

(PLAQUES ARE 2” X 10”)   

SAMPLE AVAILABLE IN TEMPLE OFFICE 

Loss Lecture Fund 
In honor of the birth of Edison Weiler 
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 
 
 
Religious School Fund 
In memory of Stan Goldstoff  
     Randi and Bill Jacobson. 
 
Sisterhood Enrichment Fund  
In honor of the birth of Lori and Phil Barbers granddaughter 
Sadie Jane Mullins  
    Randi and Bill Jacobson. 
 

      

 

TREE OF LIFE  (Ilene Schenkel) 

MAZEL TOV ON THE BAR MITZVAH 
OF ZACHARY NOAH LISS 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2014 

FROM YOUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CLASS 
   

MAZEL TOV ON THE BAT MITZVAH 
OF ALLISON CUBELL 
OCTOBER 11, 2014 

FROM YOUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CLASS 
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YAHRZEIT 

These names are perpetual memorial plaques displayed permanently or on the appropriate week of their Yahrtzeits in our 

Sanctuary: 

    

 If you would like to have any names added to the Kaddish list, please notify the Temple office, 397-5575 or of-
fice@shaarai.org by Wednesday of the week you would like those additions read. 

November 7 
Ida Forbes 
Anna L. Lazarus 
Herman Migdon 
Herman Miller 
Morris Rosenthal 
Anita Wolff 
David Degenstein 
Esther S. Law 
Yitzchak Rabin 
Harold S. Sandhaus MD 
Sarah Loss 
Mary Rabinowitz 
Ethel Albert 
Andrew C. Kirschner 
Florence Parman 
Norton Solomon 
 
 

November 14 
Tillie Alboum 
Ruth Loeb Greenstein 
Bertha Richman 
Sarah Steinfeldt 
David Elins 
Joseph S. Joseph 
Emma Pirosh 
Bessie G. Lyons 
Blanche L. Stein 
Jules Elfenbein 
Abe Goldring 
Jacob Israel Silver 
Benjamin H. Kulman 
George Kupersmidt 
Anne F. Wascou 
Etta Yablonovitz 
Samuel Alboum 
Sydney D. Brener 

November 21 
Martha R. Glaubman 
Goldie Friedman 
Alexander E. Loeb 
Florence A. Feifer  
John F. Kennedy 
Leonard C. Ryder 
Sara G. Wascou 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 28 
Josef B. Klein 
Alice B. Holland 
Jacob Lyons 
Martin Sommer 
Monroe Hirsh 
Joseph Knigin 
Samuel Morris DeWecke 
Hulda Apt Brodsky 
Lionel Geisenberger 
Jacob James Miller 
Mary Zweifler 
Sherry Rebert 
 
 

 
Women's Torah Study 

Sponsored by Sisterhood 
Explore new perspectives from a 

woman's point of view on the great 
teachings of our faith. 

All are welcome!   
No prior Torah experience necessary 

 
 

Begins Sunday, November 23, 7 p.m. 
(see schedule below for the next three sessions) 

Temple Teen Lounge 
Bring a dessert to share 

 

Meetings are held each month – and we will alternate days between 
Sunday and Thursday evenings. Each meeting will begin with a short, 

beautiful Rosh Chodesh service 
 

Thurs., Dec. 18     ●●●   Sun., Jan. 18   ●●●   Thurs., Feb. 19 
 

Watch for emails for the Spring schedule and readings.  
Contact Tama Etra at tamaetra@gmail.com or Jill Weisberg at 

bellallure1@aol.com with questions. 

mailto:tamaetra@gmail.com
mailto:bellallure1@aol.com
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We want to welcome you to  

our Temple family!  
 We are the Reform synagogue in Lancaster 

County; we offer a wide range of spiritual, 

educational, and social activities for all. Please 

visit us to see our beautiful building, attend a 

Friday night Shabbat service (see the calendar 

insert) or Saturday morning Torah study-service. 

 Ask about our school program for infants 

through senior high school, our adult education 

programming, Tikkun Olam projects, our youth and 

adult auxiliaries.   

 We have music, plays, holiday observances, 

dinners, and field trips.   

 Please contact us at 397-5575, 

mrowley@shaarai.org, or visit our website, 

www.shaarai.org, for more information, and share 

with unaffiliated Jewish friends, neighbors, and 

family.   

Friday night, November 7 

First Friday service at 6:00 
  

Following the service, we will hold  

the dedication of the  

Julius Goldfarb Courtyard, 

 in memory of past president and 

benefactor of Shaarai Shomayim 

and the Lancaster Jewish 

Community Center,  

Julius Goldfarb. 
 

The courtyard renovations were made 

possible by an anonymous donor. 
 

Please dress in warm clothing, as we will 

be outdoors for a short time. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  Cheshvan 8 

 

Torah study 9 a.m. 

Shabbat morning 

service & Bar 

Mitzvah of Ben 

Jacobs 10:30 

 

 

Lech Lecha 

2  Cheshvan 9 

 

Sunday School 

9:15-noon for PK-

10th grades 

 

Sisterhood Lilith 

 

3  Cheshvan 10 

 

Adult Jewish 

Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 

at the Temple  

See p. 5 

4  Cheshvan 11 

 

Talmud study  

noon-1:00 

 

Election Day 

 

 

5  Cheshvan 12 

 

Minyan 7:45 a.m. 

 

Hebrew 

3-7th grades 

4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

Adult beginner 

Hebrew 

5-6 p.m. 

6  Cheshvan 13 

 

Sisterhood Board 

meets at the 

Temple 

7  Cheshvan 14 

 

First Friday Erev 

Shabbat service 

6:00 

 

Goldfarb Courtyard 

dedication see back 

page 

8  Cheshvan 15 

 

Torah study 9 a.m. 

Shabbat morning 

service & Bar 

Mitzvah of Nathan 

Rybner 10:30 

 

 

 

Vayera 

9  Cheshvan 16 
 

Sunday School 

9:15-noon for PK-

10th grades 
 

11 & 12 grades 

meet 10-noon 

 

JFS Holocaust 

movie at JCC  

see p.  8 

10  Cheshvan 17 

 

Adult Jewish 

Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 

at the Temple  

See p. 5 

11  Cheshvan 18 

 

Talmud study  

noon-1:00 

 

Executive Board 

meets at the 

Temple 6:30 

 

 

Veterans Day 

12  Cheshvan 19 

 

Minyan 7:45 a.m. 

 

 

Hebrew 

3-7th grades 

4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

Adult beginner 

Hebrew 

5-6 p.m. 

13  Cheshvan 20 14  Cheshvan 21 

 
 

Tot Shabbat  6:30 
 

Erev Shabbat 7:30 

 

 

15  Cheshvan 22 
 

Torah study 9 a.m. 

Shabbat morning 

service & Bar 

Mitzvah of Max 

Curtin 10:30 
 

Sisterhood YES 

Fund dinner  

see p. 7 

 

Chaye Sarah 

16  Cheshvan 23 
 

Sunday School 

9:15-noon for PK-

10th grades 

Family  Ed 8th  
 

Brotherhood event 

see p. 6 

17  Cheshvan 24 

 

Adult Jewish 

Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 

at the Temple  

See p. 5 

18  Cheshvan 25 
 

Talmud study  

noon-1:00 
 

Temple Board 

meets at the 

Temple 6:30 

19  Cheshvan 26 
 

Minyan 7:45 a.m. 
 

Hebrew 

3-7th grades 

4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

Adult beginner 

Hebrew  5-6 p.m. 

20  Cheshvan 27 21  Cheshvan 28 

 

New Member & 

Charter Shabbat 

Confirmation Class 

of ‘64 reunion 

7:30 p.m. 

22  Cheshvan 29 
 

Torah study 9:00    

Shabbat morning 

service 10:15 

See p.  5 
 

Movie night 

See p. 4 

Toldot 

23  Kislev 1 
 

Chanukah 

Boutique see insert 
  

Sunday School 

9:15-noon for PK-

10th  & Early Child 
 

Women’s Torah 

study  see p. 11 
 

Rosh Chodesh 

Kislev 

24  Kislev 2 

 

Adult Jewish 

Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 

at the Temple  

See p. 8 

25  Kislev 3 

 

Talmud study  

noon-1:00 

 

 

26  Kislev 4 

 

Minyan 7:45 a.m. 

 

NO Hebrew 

27  Kislev 5 

 

Thanksgiving 

Office closed 

28  Kislev 6 

 

Erev Shabbat 

service  and group 

B’nai Mitzvah 7:30 

29  Kislev 7 

 

Torah study & 

brief Shabbat 

morning service 

9:00   

 

 

 

Vayetze 

30  Kislev 18 

 

NO Religious 

School 

      

Cheshvan/Kislev 5775       November 2014 

Deadline for all 

material for the 

Nov. midmonth 

Deadline for all 

material for 

Dec. Bulletin  



Join in the fun and help Shaarai at the same time! 

Questions? Contact: 

John Perry 518-1908 or 

thorfin44@yahoo.com 

DINNER MENU 

LATKES, LATKES, AND MORE LATKES! 

FRIED CHICKEN (love that Chanukah oil!) 

SALAD AND SEASONAL VEGETABLE 

ADULTS: $18 

CHILDREN UNDER 13: $10 

FAMILY MAXIMUM: $56 

Enjoy a community 

Chanukah dinner with all 

the trimmings!  Then light 

your menorah for the 4th 

night at Shabbat services  

STEP UP TO THE PLATE…. 

…..THE CHANNUKAH DINNER 

PLATE, THAT IS!!! 

PLEASE REPLY BY DEC. 10 

Mail checks to: 

Emily Ritholz 

674 Hershey Mill Road 

Mountville, PA 17554 
 

We will be cooking and buying 

food based upon the number of 

reservations, so please help us 

out here! 

Date: 12/19    

Time:  6 p.m. 



Sunday, November 23, 
9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

in the Wise Memorial Hall 

 
 
 
 

  

Come browse and shop the wide 
variety of Chanukah items!  
 
Please contact Beth to pre-order 
your Mensch! 

Religious School students have a 
chance to shop during the 
morning. Please be sure to  supply 
your student with shopping money. 
Adults will be there to help 
supervise and to gift wrap 
presents. 

Credit cards cannot be accepted, 
cash or checks only. 

We are looking for 
volunteers to make  baked 
goods to sell and work the 
boutique. Please contact 
Beth Deliver at 481-9919 or 
bdeliver@comcast.net. 



YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 
  
 
Our congregation has a huge 
honor this year! Over Martin Luther King weekend (Friday 
January 16 – Sunday January 18. 2015), we will be hosting a 
NFTY event at Shaarai Shomayim. 
 
 WINSTY – the NFTY Winter Social Action weekend – will 
bring over 100 NFTY teens from the Pennsylvania Area Region 
to Shaarai for a weekend of fun, learning, praying, and 
performing social action/community service projects.  
 
 This will be an exciting weekend at our Temple, and we 
will need our Congregational families to provide housing for up 
to 100 NFTY PAR out-of-town Youth Group members.  In 
addition to housing, you will need to provide transportation to/ 

 
 
 

from the Temple, and three meals at home (two breakfasts and 
one dinner on Saturday).   
 
 If you are able to provide housing, or if you have any 
questions about housing for the WINSTY event, please contact 
Gary Kroot at garylk1@aol.com or 898-3048.  Further details 
on housing requirements will be provided closer to the event.   
 
 For all NFTY has done for so many of Shaarai’s kids, 
please let us know if we can count on you to help with housing 
to make this another outstanding weekend for our youth at 
Shaarai Shomayim! 

Housing Help is Needed! 

NFTY-PAR WINSTY Home Housing Participation Form 

Friday, January 16 – Sunday, January 18, 2015 
  

Name:_________________________________________ 

 

Phone____________________ Email _____________________________________ 

  

I would like to house participants during NFTY-PAR WINSTY and I can house 
________ students.  (Beds are not required, just sleeping bag space.) 

 

Gender Preference:   Male           Female                Doesn’t matter  (please circle one) 
 

If you have pets, please specify   _______________________ 
 

Are you able to provide meals that meet special dietary requirements?    

      Gluten Free (yes/no)_________  Vegetarian (yes/no)__________ 

  

Please note that the final placement of students will depend on several factors, 
including pet allergies, dietary requirements, and the need for housing male and female 
students. 

 

Thank you for your participation!   

Please return this form by December 1 to the Youth mailbox in the Temple office, or 
mail to:  Gary Kroot, 1116 Old Eagle Rd, Lancaster PA 17601 

mailto:garylk1@aol.com


BIRTHRIGHT 
   This summer on July 14, I embarked on another journey to 
Israel (the first time being in 2012 with NFTY EIE). NFTY EIE showed 
me where my true passions lie, I cannot put into words how life 
changing this trip was for me. Traveling and studying around this 
beautiful country taught me about who I want to be not only as a 
Jew but as a member of society.  
 When the Birthright rules changed and I became eligible, I 
instantly cried tears of joy because I would be returning to Israel. 
After I calmed down I started to wonder how different this trip 
would be and if I would still enjoy myself without my EIE family. I 
also wondered if 10 days would be a long enough for me to fall in 
love with Israel again compared to my previous 2 month long trip. 
 However, after one month of reflection, I can say Birthright 
confirmed my love of the people, food, and politics. With Birthright 
we had 5 Israeli participants join our group which gave us a better 
perspective on the current war in Gaza. On our first night with the 
Israeli’s, one named Roi received a call that he had to leave us to 
serve. For me, that moment was a reality check to all of those 
risking their lives to protect our country.  
 While my 10 days in Israel were particularly intense for Israel, 
there was not one moment I questioned my safety. Kesher staff 
were in constant contact with a security company making sure we 
were in safe places. Although this trip involved a 10 minute trip to a 
bomb shelter, there were so many irreplaceable memories I made 
with Jews around the country that made the “risk” all the while. If 
anyone has any questions or would like to discuss what Birthright is 
like in more detail please feel free to contact me! 

Jordan Kaplan 
 
 

6 Points Sci-Tech Academy 
 I went to 6 Points Sci-Tech Academy for their pioneer summer. 
I had a wonderful experience at 6 Points. Not only was it science-
based but it was staffed with people who were knowledgeable in 
the sciences. The programs that they had were interesting and fun, 
while at the same time educational. I’ve attended other URJ camps 
before, yet this one I really connected with.  They did a great job of 
integrating the right amount of Judaism into every day without 
being overbearing. Along with being a great camp for every day 
experiences, they planned fantastic field trips.  I’m really excited to 
go back next summer for the extended 10th grade year and knowing 
that an amazing time is ahead.  

Sammie Kapushy  
 

Camp Harlam Day Camp 

 This summer we went to Harlam Day Camp in Bryn Mawr, PA 
for two weeks. The bus picked us up every morning at the JCC and 
brought us home, too. The bus rides were long, but we read books 
and played games with our friends on the way there and always 
took naps on the way home.  
 When we got to camp we started off with a little bit of gaga. 
Then it was flag raising time – we called it “Mifkad Boker.” Then we 
went to our bunks – ours was called “Karish” which means “Shark” 
in Hebrew – to plan for the day. Even though the bunks are 
classrooms during the school year, our counselors decorated them 
for us. 
 

 
 Each day we had lots of activities like swimming, teva (nature), 
Shabbat prep, and music.  We even got to go on a field trip to a rock 
climbing gym and it was awesome. One of our most favorite days at 
camp was when we got to have a sleepover.  
 It was fun to learn the same songs and prayers as Camp 
Harlam. Every day we ended with the Shema and Hashkivenu. We 
will be all set for when we go there next year. 

Lily & Zoe Babione 
 
 
 Over this past summer, I had the chance to attend Harlam Day 
Camp. Ariel, Lily, Zoe and I were lucky to be there on the very first 
day the camp opened! I loved it right from the start. When the 
Rabbi asked me to share some of my experience, I came up with 
some reasons I think everyone should try Harlam Day Camp. 
 
Here are the Top Reasons to Attend Harlam Day Camp: 

1. They have awesome counselors that help you to have the 
best summer! Some of them are even from Israel! 

2. You make new friends from all over the Philly area. 
3. You get to do fun summer camp activities- Gaga, swimming, 

soccer, rock climbing, and more Gaga! 
4. You come home singing LOTS of fun Camp songs- all the 

time! 
5. You have fun Shabbat sleepovers together. 
6. It’s good practice for maybe one day going to sleepover 

Camp Harlam. 
7. It’s fun being at camp with other Jewish people. It’s like you 

belong all the time. No one is excluded for what they 
believe in. 

 Overall, Harlam Day Camp was a great time to hang out with 
other Jewish buddies. I can’t wait to go back next summer!!! 

Noa Blumenthal 

 
 

Camp Harlam  
 My experience at URJ Camp Harlam this year made this 
summer stand out among my years at camp. My unit was K’far 
Noar, which is the going into ninth grade group. Instead of staying 
separately in boys and girls camp, we stayed in the K’far village, 
which has three buildings; one cabin for all the girls, one for all the 
guys, and a big multipurpose room (named “the ulam.”) It was truly 
a different experience this year because when everybody all lives in 
one tightly knit community, we all really develop new skills that will 
last with us the rest of our lives.  
 Throwing about 50 or so girls in one bunk may seem like a 
recipe for disaster, but it gave us the option of making new friends 
and creating even stronger bonds with current ones. We create a 
trusting and more responsible or mature way of living. When we 
would have our nighttime ritual every night, we all sang songs and 
talked about our day and showed off quirky talents that we were 
unable to do in the younger units. Although I talk about being a 
closely-knit unit, we still are just as involved with the rest of camp as 
usual.  
 I urge all families who either have been sending their children 
to Harlam before, or are considering for the first time, at least give 
them the opportunity for the year of K’far Noar. Even new campers 

The Summer Experience Extra  2014 



 quickly get in to the swing of things, and I have yet to meet 
someone who has not enjoyed their experience in K’far Noar. This 
summer was extraordinary for me, and I hope every family will look 
at Camp Harlam as I do; a second home.  

 Katharine DeSantis 

 We are two siblings who both went to Harlam this past 
summer.  We are both planning on going back next summer! 
 I (Shayna) went to Harlam Overnight Camp for the first time.  
Though I only went for 10 days, I had a ton of fun.  I made a lot of 
new friends and we all got to eat in the dining hall together which 
we call the Chadar Ochel.  Some of us got to go on a zipline, and 
those of us who didn’t got to cheer on our friends.  Although one 
friend was really scared, together we encouraged her enough she 
decided to go.  I was in Carmel and we had a unit cheer.   Even 
though every unit had one, I think ours was the best: 
 (sung to the tune of “Do you want to build a snowman” from 
“Frozen”) 

Do you wish you wish you were in Carmel, 
The Best Unit in Camp 
We are the very youngest here, but here’s our cheer, we 

 hope that you enjoy… 
 We get Chavarah Buddies and you do not,  
 You wish you were just like us… 
 Do you wish you were in Carmel, 
 Yes you wish you were in Carmel. 
 
 And sorry you’re not, so…. 
 
 (sung to the tune of “Let it Go” from “Frozen”) 
 Let it go, let it go. 
 You’ve grown up past 4th grade. 
 Let it go, let it go. 
 You don’t have ETB (early to bed) 
 We don’t care what you’re going to say, we are Carmel 
 We are the cutest anyway. 
 
 And we also have…. 
 
 (sung to the tune of “Love is An Open Door” from “Frozen”) 
 Kara and Lior, Kara and Lior 
 Camp is so much fun with you, with you, with you, with you,  
  with you. 
 I mean it’s crazy, they finish each other’s sentences- that’s  
  what I was going to say 
 Our unit’s synchronization can have but one explanation that 
  you and I were just meant to be 
 Here, IN CARMEL SUMMER…….. 
 
 When I came back from Harlam overnight, I joined my brother 
(Josh) at Harlam Day Camp. 
 We got to go to the pool every day.  We even got to play 
water basketball.  Shayna even won a medal one day for “lev” 
which is courage because she jumped in even though the water  
was cold.  Every day we met at the flagpole and sang—-that was 
really great.  We had fun with friends and counselors, some were 
even from Israel.  The Director, Eytan, said if it wasn’t the best camp 
ever, we got to throw pie in his face—-but guess what, no one 
threw any pie!  (but it would have been funny if we had seen him 
covered in pie! Funny, right?)  Some of our highlights included a trip 
to Skyzone, Macabiah Games, a talent show, and learning how to 

make Israeli Salad.  We even had a cheer for Eytan: 
 His name is Teddy…he has big shoes. 
 We call him Eytan so check him out.   
 We had a great summer at the Harlam Camps and know that if 
you go you will too! 

Shayna & Josh Finkelstein 

 
 
 This past summer I went to a sleep-away camp for the first 
time. Let me tell you I wasn’t thrilled, but when my mom showed 
up at my bunk on the last day of camp, the first thing I asked her 
was, “Can I come back next year?” I had one of the best experiences 
of my life in that one month at Harlam, and I would do anything, 
anything to have it the exact same way every time. I can’t wait to go 
back summer 2015, and will be so excited when I pass through that 
gate. 

The start was a little rough. I mean you’re just getting used 
to the feel of being away from mom and dad for the first time. How 
could it not be? The counselors are what really make the experience 
better. They’re kind of like big brothers or sisters, who really can 
relate to you. The bonds you build with the counselors and campers 
are unbreakable. No matter what happens in those weeks you’re 
there, you always know you count on their support. With their 
assistance the whole process of diving into the camp experience 
was that much easier.  

I found myself making friends and doing things I thought I 
would never do. I really found a special bond in my Israeli counselor 
Ran. He really helped me get through the tough times, and made 
the good ones better. I also made a ton of new friends and since 
everyone there is Jewish, it makes things you have in common seem 
like you have everything in common. Everyone there is friendly and 
no one is left out, all the counselors know what you’re going 
through and help when they see that you’re down. 
 I can’t tell you that you’re camp experience will be the best, 
but what I can tell you is that you’ll have one of the best 
experiences of your life. 

 Ben Jacobs 
 

 
 
 

Next month, two  essays about 
campers’ experience at 6 Points 
Sports Camp. 


