
FROM THE RABBI 

Temple Bullet i n 

 This is the month when our 
people began their return to Eretz 
Yisrael, the Land of Israel. After over 
400 years in Egypt, first as welcomed 
guests, and then as slaves, we were 
finally free to return to our homeland. 
Let’s also make this the month when 
you decide that it’s time for you to visit 
Israel, for the first time or on a return 
trip. See the flyer inside for our 
upcoming trip, departing in December. 
Join us. Invite your friends. 
Congregants and non-congregants are 
welcome. Jews and non-Jews have 
enjoyed our trips. Students can 
participate and only miss two days of 
school. What’s more, we were able to 
get a better price than we’ve had in a 
long time. Please see the flyer inside. 
 
 Maybe you’re into studying 
history. Whether it’s ancient or modern, 
we’ll be there. Maybe you want to get 
to know the people. There will be 
plenty of opportunities to interact. 
Maybe you want to experience nature. 
We’ll enjoy the grottoes at Rosh Ha-
Nikra and the desert, Dead Sea, and 
Ein Gedi. Do you need a spiritual 
boost? You may find it at the Western 
Wall, or at Shabbat services at a 
Reform congregation in Jerusalem. Do 
you need to strengthen your 
connection to Am Yisrael, the People 
of Israel? You will understand the 
people—our past, our present, and our 
destiny. 
 
 Over the years, I have had the 
joy and privilege of seeing Israel 
through the eyes of about 200 
congregants and friends. For all but 
one or two, this trip was life changing. 
It wasn’t a matter of if you got it, but a 
question of when.  
 
 I continually return to the 
discussion in the Torah and the 
commentaries about the giving of the 
Torah at Mt. Sinai. When offered this 

gift, before even examining it, the 
people eagerly said, “Na’aseh 
v’nishma, we will do it and we will hear/
understand it.” The Rabbis questioned, 
as many of us would, why anyone 
would do something before 
understanding it. Reading the drivers’ 
manual doesn’t mean you know how to 
drive. Reading a romance novel 
doesn’t mean you know what love 
means. Being in Israel brings a lifetime 
of Jewish learning to life in different 
ways, ways that are otherwise 
unknown and unknowable. 
 
 Some of you have never 
travelled outside the country. Some of 
you have seen the world, but never 
Israel. Some of you have been before, 
but if you haven’t been in the past 10 
years, so much has changed, while so 
much still remains the same. I hope 
you’ll join us on this sacred pilgrimage. 
Let me know if you have any questions 
or concerns. 
 
 For now, Chag Sameach. 
Have a zissen Pesach. Have a happy, 
meaningful, and sweet Passover. 

 

SERVICES & EVENTS 

April 4-6 
Sisterhood Retreat 

 

April 4 
First Friday Erev Shabbat 6 p.m. 

 

April 5 
Torah study 9 a.m.  

Shabbat morning service & Bar Mitzvah of 
Aaron Bram 

 

April 6 
Crispus Attucks meal,  
preparation 2-4 p.m. 

See p. 7 
 

April 7, 28 
Adult Jewish Growth 

see p. 4 
 

April 9 
Religious School model Passover seder 

 

April 11 
Pop Shabbat! Musical Erev Shabbat 

service 7:30 
See back page 

 

April 12 
Torah study & Shabbat service 9 a.m. 

 

April 14 
First Passover seder 

See insert 
 

April 15 
First day of Pesach festival morning 

service 10 a.m. 
 

Brotherhood 2nd night seder 
See insert 

 

Temple office closed 
 

April 16 
NO Hebrew classes 

 

April 18 
 Erev Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach 

service 7:30 
 

April 19 
Torah study & Shabbat service 9 a.m. 

 

April 20 
NO Sunday School   Spring Break 

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Just the FAQs, ma’am                          by Noah Lot 
          Each Bulletin, we will be posting a “word of the month” to 
define some words and terms and what they mean in the 
context of Shaarai Shomayim ritual. 
 
Words for March: reservations 
 Since no one replied with any questions about Jewish 
ritual at Shaarai Shomayim, the editor will take the liberty of 
reprinting part of a 2011 column. 
 When we ask for reservations or replies from you who 
plan to attend any given event, it is not rhetorical, idle 
politeness, or just words taking up space on the page.  It 
enables the hosts or organizers to provide enough food or 
chairs or printed material for everyone without being wasteful.  
A deadline for signing up is often established to facilitate the 
organization of the event. 
 At Shaarai Shomayim, we want to be warm, 
welcoming, and inclusive of any and everyone who wants to 
attend anything at or sponsored by the Temple.  We don’t 
want to turn anyone away, but equally we don’t want to run 
out of food or chairs or printed material.     
 For the Miller Music Festival this year, five people 
responded that they would be at the Saturday concert.  While 
many more than that actually did show up, the Ice Cream 
Social was left with an abundance of goodies, because they 
had  no idea how many they needed to plan for and didn’t 
want to run short. 
 As this being written, there are four people signed up 
for the Scholar in Residence breakfast in two weeks, and the 
coordinator can only guess how many bagels to order. 
 There are several opportunities to RSVP in this 
Bulletin:  Passover seders, Ethiopian Jewry dinner, Tot 
Shabbat, May 2 dinner, Shaarai Day Camp... you won’t want 
to miss them (the activities OR the deadlines!) 
 
 Won’t you please be considerate of those preparing 
for or attending Temple events by heeding the reservation 
request by the deadline specified?  Consider it a mitzvah! 

 
April 21 

Last day of Pesach 
Festival morning service & Yizkor 10:00 

 

Temple office is closed 
 

April 25 
Tot Shabbat 6:30 

 Erev Shabbat service 7:30 
 

April 26 
Torah study & Shabbat service 9 a.m. 

 

Movie Night  
see p.3 

 

April 27 
Meet the Duncans! 

See p. 4 
 

Yom HaShoah 
Observance sponsored by JCAL at the JCC, 1:30 p.m. 

 



   To Joan & Larry Sherman on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Charlotte Rose Vieira on 
March 15.  Charlotte is the daughter of Rui 
& Melissa Sherman Vieira. 
 

Todah Rabah! 
    Thanks to the hamentashen bakers, our children away from 
home were able to celebrate Purim with tasty reminders of 
Temple life.  The time and thoughtfulness of Beth Adland, 
Miriam Baumgartner, Susan Shapiro, Melissa Kashner, and 
Kathy Levine are greatly appreciated. Carol Woodman 
 

    To all who wished me a happy birthday in person and 
through the Uniongram.  If good wishes could come true and 
be stretched out, I would indeed live to 120.  My special thanks 
to Miriam Baumgartner for the beautiful Uniongram.  How she 
finds time to do all she does for our community is truly 
amazing!  What a wonderful addition she and Jim are to 
Lancaster and especially to the Shaarai community. Rhea 
Starr 


Condolences 
    Rabbi Paskoff, President Heller, and the Board of Trustees 
of Congregation Shaarai Shomayim extend their sympathy to 
Beth Jones and family on the passing of Beth’s mother, Cheryl 
Blau, on March 4.  
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Our Temple Family                                                       
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PLEASE MAKE THESE CORRECTIONS & 
ADDITIONS IN ALL COPIES OF YOUR TEMPLE 
DIRECTORY: 
 

CHANGES & ADDITIONS 
Terri Small’s email terri.small@comcast.net  
Babette Elfenbein’s email Babsie84@comcast.net 
Anita Parker’s new email parkditt@yahoo.com 
 

Meyer, Ronnie & Harvey 
2001 Harrisburg Pike 
EW390 
Lancaster, Pa 17601-2641 
717 391-3646 (New) (H) 
 

New Members 
Newall, David & Judith Singer 
davidanewall@yahoo.com 
judith.singer@gmail.com 
57 St John Circle 
Lititz PA  17543 
568-8210 
 

Powers, Chuck & Julia 
leaflady4@yahoo.com 
211 Willow Valley Square E213 
Lancaster PA  17602 
464-1691 
 

Bacharach, Joel & Allison 
Joel.bacharach@gmail.com 
allibacharach@gmail.com 
217 Landing Circle 
Mountville PA  17554 
380-6986 (Joel) 
215-290-9596 (Allison) 

Keeping up with our Temple family 
While the Temple is on Facebook and Twitter, there 
is an abundance of social media outlets to which we 
are not connected.   
 

If in your travels through the outlets to which you 
may be connected, you come across news about 
any of our congregants or their families, such as 
births, deaths, honors, illnesses, or any other items 
for which we can offer Mazel Tov, condolences, or a 
helping hand, please pass them on to us at 
jpaskoff@shaarai.org or office@shaarai.org.  
 

Items can be kept confidential if desired. 

(some of the  

many items on  

  

 

 

 

 

 
the Oh Nuts! 

 

                                
              

                          website) 

 It is with deep 
regret that Sisterhood 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  o u r  
long-time Passover baked 
goods supplier, Heshe’s 
Bakery, has closed.  Tamsin 
Wolff has suggested a 
kosher for Passover 
website called Oh Nuts!, 
www.ohnuts.com. where you 
can place an order for your 
Passover baked goods.   
Don’t wait until the last 
minute to order, as they do 
sell out.  

 
COME MEET SUSIE & EVERETT DUNCAN! 
 Susie & Everett have been our hosts in 
McRoberts, KY on the summer trips our congregation 
has taken for the last three years (see p. 11 for this 
year’s details.)   
 

Sunday, April 27, 10 a.m. 
 

EVERYONE INVITED!! 
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The Friday night 
Oneg celebrates 

Shabbat! 
Make it extra special 
by hosting an Oneg 
Shabbat in honor of family 
and friend special 

occasions such as birthdays and anniversaries; 
or pay a loving tribute in memory of  a beloved 
family member or friend. Your Oneg Shabbat will 
be announced during Friday night services as the 
congregation is invited to join your observance. 
Oneg Shabbats can be hosted by individuals or 
groups!  Friday dates are available July through 
December 2014. Contact Jill Weisberg, 
bellallure1@aol.com or 917-3748 for details and 
to schedule your special Oneg Shabbat. 

 Listed below are the standing committees of 
Congregation Shaarai Shomayim, with each chair 
and the Board of Trustee member on the 
committee.  If you have any questions about these 
committees please do not hesitate to contact the 
chair or member. 
 
Archives………………………….…....………..Ellen Pike, Chair 
                                                                       Rhonda Kleiman        
 

Building Utilization…..…………….……….………Emily Ritholz 
 

By-laws …………………….…......................David Stameshkin 
 

Cemetery.……………………….…..….Jim Baumgartner, Chair 
 

Congregational Life ……...……...….…….... Rick Lynch, Chair  
                                                 Melissa DePietro 
 

Finance   …………………………….…...Stu Blumenthal, Chair  
  

Hospitality…………………..………..…..….Jill Weisberg, Chair 
 

Hineini…..………………..………….…...…Alice Yerman, Chair 
  

House……………………..…………..…..Matt Freedman, Chair 
 

Investment…………………..….………..……. Alan Loss, Chair 
 

Music Task Force...…………....…………....…Sally Hart, Chair 
                            

Ritual...………………………….…..…...…...Judy Shenk, Chair 
 

Technology.…….…………….……..……...Brian Kresge, Chair        
 

Tikkun Olam …………….……..……….….  Marilyn Stein, Chair        
                                                                        Randi Jacobson 
  

Youth Committee ………………....……...….….Jen Finkelstein 
 
         

For the Executive Board, Education Director, Youth Advisors, 
and auxiliary heads, see p. 2 

Adult Jewish Growth  
5774 Programming 

 

Mondays 7:30-9 p.m. at the Temple 
Discussions facilitated by Rabbi Paskoff 

unless otherwise noted 
 

April 7--Ethiopian Jewry.  Please see next page for 
details on dinner and  presentation. 
 

April 28, May 5, 12, 19--Listening in. One at a time  
sessions where clergy of different faiths talk with Rabbi 
Paskoff on selected social and political topics. 

 

Please contact Nicole Kaplan, 569-7781 or 
nurse94@comcast.net for more information. 

An integrated pro gra m of  exper ien t ia l  
Jewish  l earning and summer camp fun.  

Camp brochures have been sent to a l l  
fami l ies  with ch i ldren in  grades PreK 

through current 7th grade.   If  you d id  not 
receive  one,  or  need more,  p lease contact 

the Temple  off ice .  
 

Shaara i  Camp wi l l  be located at the Usdin  
farm this  year .  

Learning 
Sports 
Swimming 

Overnight 
Singing 

Campfire 

A Summer Celebration of 
J ewish Li f e!   

Shaarai  Shomayim Day Camp  
June 16-20  
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Adult Jewish Growth  
Presents 

 

 Ethiopian Jewry 
Event 

  

  

Monday, April 7, 7:30   Temple Social Hall 
(those who signed up for the Ethiopian meal arrive by 6:30) 

 
A great family experience! 

There’s still time to sign up for the presentation! 
 

Our guest speaker for the evening is John King 
 

Learn about the Jewish exodus from Ethiopia to Israel as 
well as some of the challenges facing these Jews.  Learn 

about political issues including the migrations to Israel and 
what has happened to the people since they arrived there. 

 
Please contact Jill Weisberg at bellallure1@aol.com if you 

have not signed up and would like to attend! 

Green, yellow, & red Ethiopian 
flag with the Lion of Judah                           



  MITZVOT OPPORTUNITIES & COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 Mitzvot Opportunities are activities that give us the chance to do something positive for our Jewish and 
non-Jewish neighbors.  Whether it is a 13 year old’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah project, a collection for Jewish 
Family Services, a meal for the homeless, or money for a disaster relief fund; whether you call it Tikkun 
Olam, gemilut chasadim, or Mitzvot, it’s all good. 
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We’re here for you 

Can we help you? 
With a ride?   With a call?  With a visit?   

With something we haven’t thought of yet? 
Can you help us? 

Be a driver.  Be a caller.  Be a visitor.   
Be a mentsch 

Contact ALICE YERMAN, 569-5554 or 
ayerm@juno.com 

 

Don’t forget the cancer support group meetings  
at the Temple, the third Thursday of each month, 

7 p.m. 

HINEINI 

Franklin & Marshall College presents the Klehr Center for 
Jewish Life Reading Group 

2013-14 Reading List and Discussion Dates  
 

Each month we will discuss the selected reading. All discussion 
sessions are free and open to the public. Discounted copies of 
the works may be purchased at the F&M Bookstore.  
     
All sessions meet from 7-8:30 pm in the Klehr Center for 
Jewish Life living room,645 College Ave., at the corner of 

College & W. New Sts. 
 

May 15  The Innocents  by Francesca Segal 

Volunteers needed for... 
Preparing meals for those in 
need— contact Beth Jones at 
bsjones1024@gmail.com 
 
Assistance preparing 
Bereavement Meals of Consolation 
— contact Linda Novosel at 
ShoreLT@aol.com 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE AND MATTHEW 25 
 
 Jewish Family Service has again received $1000  
from Matthew 25 Thrift Shop.  Since August 2000, Matthew 
25 has given thousands of dollars to JFS and over one million 
to non-profits in our community. 
 Matthew 25 sells used clothing in good condition as 
well as books, household goods, pictures, and pre-school 
materials such as children’s books and other appropriate 
items.  If you have any of these items to donate, Matthew 25 
is located at 48 E. Main Street in Lititz and their phone 
number is 626-4451.   Mentioning JFS’ name as having 
referred you will be appreciated. 

Grace Lutheran Meals 
 
For several years, Shaarai Shomayim, under the direction of 
our Hineini & Tikkun Olam Committee, has participated with 
Grace Lutheran Church at the opposite end of our block in 
providing an evening meal twice a month for those in need.  
Our volunteers have helped with the set-up, serving, and 
clean-up on the first and fourth Wednesday of each month. 
 
Grace Lutheran has asked if we might be able to expand our 
help to include providing either a salad or fruit.  The volunteer 
or group of volunteers would buy, prepare, and deliver the 
salad and/or fruit for 150 people once every two months or 
so.   
 
Please contact Alice Yerman at 569-5554 or 
ayerm@juno.com if you are interested. 
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Passover Family Match  
 

Monday, April 14 
 

Again this year, Shaarai Shomayim will play 
"matchmaker" for Temple families wishing or willing 
to expand the number of people at the table.  We 
are looking forward to hearing from those who want 
to be part of a larger seder, and also those willing 
to welcome a few more to their homes. 
 

For individuals or families wishing to join or 
form a larger group… 
 

Adult family members:____________________  

phone__________  Email _________________ 
 

 

Children's names & ages: 

_________________________________________

_______________________ 
 

I/We: ____have established traditions for Passover.        
          ____wish to learn from or with others. 
 
 

I/We prefer :  ____to get together with another 
small family.  
          ____to learn from a "host" family with 
established traditions. 
 
 

I/We: ____are able to have the seder at home.    
     ____are not able to have the seder at home. 
 

For families able to share their Passover with 
others… 
 

Adult family members:_______________________  

phone__________  Email ____________________ 
 

Children's names & ages: 

_________________________________________

_______________________ 
 

We have room for ________people. 
 
Please return this form to the Temple office,  

75 E James St, 17602,  
 

by April 7 

THE NEXT MEAL FOR CRISPUS ATTUCKS 
  The Tikkun Olam Committee needs your help. We 
are scheduled to serve dinner at Crispus Attucks to those 
who otherwise would go hungry on Sunday, April 6. We 
need the following: 
 
6 people to prepare the meal at the Temple at 2 PM. 
 
15 baked zitis (9 x 13). These can be prepared and 
delivered to the Temple fridge the day before or the day of. 
A recipe can be provided or make your favorite! 
 
8 gallons of water 
 
8 gallons of milk 
 
We do not need serving help or desserts for this date. 
 
 Your help with this will be greatly appreciated. 
Please respond to Randi Jacobson at RandiJ57@aol.com 
or call 560-6541 (leave a message) to volunteer. 
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SHAARAI SHOMAYIM ANNUAL 2nd NIGHT PASSOVER SEDER 
 

Sponsored by the Temple Brotherhood  
 

Tuesday, April 15, 2014 - 5:30 P.M.     

  
Lancaster Jewish Community Center, 2120 Oregon Pike  

(Proceeds help our teens visit Israel)   
   

  

Share in a community Seder led by Rabbi Jack Paskoff 
 

Enjoy our traditional kosher style sit down four course dinner 
(Vegetarian dish: matzoh lasagna available upon advanced request) 

 

Same low price as last year: 
  Adult (13 & over)         $20 
  Child (7-12)    $13 
  Children 6 & under         FREE 

 

Mail the form below with your check payable to Shaarai Shomayim Brotherhood to: 
 

Dr. Bob Steinman, 412 Ruth Ridge Drive, Lancaster, PA 17601 
PLEASE, DO NOT SEND TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE 

  

Reservations and seating are assigned upon receipt of payment. 

We would like to attend the Shaarai Brotherhood 2nd Night Seder at the JCC.  

  

Name:  _______________________________ e-mail:  
_________________________________________ 

             Request to 

Phone: ___________________  sit with: ___________________________________________ 

  

Adults $20    #_____     $_______                   

 Children (7to12)  $13 #_____     $_______      Vegetarian meals _______ 

 Children 6 and under #_____                    

          Totals    #_____     $ _________  



Temple Contributions 
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Mitzvah Fund 
Get well Harriet Rosenbaum 
 Rachel Rosenzweig and Yuri Reingold 
 

Memory of David Abrahams 
 Joseph and Harriet Gordon 
 

Memory of Max May 
 Nadine Lyon 
 

In memory of loved ones 
 Jennifer Jackson 
 

Miller Music Fund 
In honor of Rosanne and David Selfon’s anniversary 
 Lysa, Mike, Madaline and Lev Puma 
 

In memory of Steven Ritter 
 Rosanne and David Selfon 
  

Mazel Tov to David Stameshkin & the Purim Shpielers on a 
great show! 
 Rosanne and David Selfon 
 

Sha’ar L’Atid 
In honor of the birth of Viviene Davis 
 Rachel Rosenzweig and Yuri Reingold 
 

Chavrai Zamir Fund 
Get well Jill Weisberg 
 Rachel Rosenzweig and Yuri Reingold 
 

Peitzman Religious School Technology Fund 
Get well Jill Weisberg 
 Judy and Syd Shenk 
 
 
 

Children's Library Fund 
In honor of Colleen Stameshkin's Bat Mitzvah 
     Judy Anthony. 
 
Sisterhood Bereavement Fund 
In memory of his mother Yetta S. Gilbert 
      Alan Gilbert  
 








 

Sisterhood Contributions 

Shaarai Shomayim Movie Night presents  
 

"Footnote"  
"Hearat Shulayim" 

 
. This bittersweet comedy from Israel is set in the rarefied world 

of academia and is a fine, interesting movie about the bitter 
relationship between a father and a son who both happen to be 

Talmudic scholars working at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem and how their rivalry finally overcomes their filial 

obligations. 
 

2011rated PG109 minutes  
Begins with Havdalah at 7 p.m. 

Movie refreshments 

April 26 

The movies 
are back! 
The movies 
are back! 

 

Good! I love  
a good    
Saturday 
night movie. 

 Scholar-in-Residence at Temple Beth EL 
 
 Temple Beth El welcomes noted scholar and author 
Jenna Weissman Joselit for the weekend of April 4, 5, & 6. 
   

 Professor Weissman Joselit specializes in the history 
and culture of American Jews.  Her topic through the weekend 
is “On the Go:  American Jews & Change.” 
 

 Please contact Temple Beth El for more information 
and your reservation at 571-7891.  

BAR MITZVAH PROJECT 

 Aaron Bram is collecting nonperishable foods 
for Jewish Family Service of Lancaster to 
distribute to needy Jewish families.  Please bring in 
items such as canned veggies, soup, cereal, rice, 
peanut butter, and jelly for the large box in the 
Temple lobby.   

 Aaron is also collecting for Opportunity 
House in Berks Co., where he lives.  Items for that 
include sugar, coffee, condiments, otc medicines, 
and infant  & children’s items.  
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YAHRZEIT 

These names are perpetual memorial plaques displayed on the appropriate week of their Yahrtzeits in our Sanctuary: 

    
 If you would like to have any names added to the Kaddish list, please notify the Temple office, 397-5575 or        
office@shaarai.org by Wednesday of the week you would like those additions read. 

April 4 
Helen L. Wolton 
James Zamoiski 
Ann Oberson 
Lillian Grand 
Arline Erdrich Greenblatt 
Fannie Baer Golden 
Max May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 11 
Joseph M. Lazarus 
Maurice I. Steinfeldt 
Morton N. Brodsky 
Dr. Ervin Ellison 
Leon Markowitz 
Edythe C. Weisberg 
Beatrice Caesar 
Bertie Degenstein 
Jean H. Ellison 
Martin Jaspan 
Elaine M. Proler 
Boruch Sookman 
Samuel L. Ansel 
Olga S. Lurio 
Louis H. Samuels 
Jenny G. Kupersmith 
 
 

April 18 
Simon Cohn 
Yetta Sachs Carpenter 
Helen L. Hurwitz 
Mary Shafransky 
Alice H. Dany 
Marsha Rosen Field 
Henrietta Hecht 
Emma Myers 
Yetta Packer 
Abe E. Giltman 
Terry Kovalsky 
Dorothy R. Machles 
Sidney Myers 
Dr. Jack Parman 
Audrey Berkowitz Brown 
Barry Freedman 
William Pirosh 
 

April 25 
David Greenstein 
Paul Lightman 
Gittel Klivansky 
Jacob Selig 
Dr. Martin Silverman 
Dorothy K. Felcoff 
Anne Stameshkin 
Janka W. Hollosi 
Osher Weisbuch 
Samuel Edelson 
Dena Ostheim 
Matilda Sherman 
William C. Forbes 
Sarah P. Slotkin 
Henry Weill 
 

 

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONES 
 

THE INSTALLATION OF NEW MEMORIAL TABLETS 
IN THE SANCTUARY WILL PROVIDE  

CONGREGANTS WITH THE  
OPPORTUNITY TO COMMEMORATE  

THE YAHRZEIT OF FAMILY AND LOVED ONES  
WITH PERMANENT INDIVIDUAL PLAQUES. 

 

PLAQUES CAN BE PURCHASED 
FOR $180 EACH 

 

        
       1    

   ,    ‐  
      .  

 

 FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT PLAQUES, CONTACT  
EMILY.RITHOLZ@GMAIL.COM 

 
(PLAQUES ARE 2” X 10”) 

SAMPLE AVAILABLE IN TEMPLE OFFICE 

Contact Maggie Eichler, 872-3555 at MU, or 
visit the website at millersville.edu/holocon 

for details 

Through April 10, the MU McNairy Library and Learning Forum 
will be hosting a special exhibit in conjunction with the 2014 
Conference on the Holocaust & Genocide. The exhibit will be 
housed in room 106.  
  
The exhibit is titled Lives of the Great Patriotic War: The 
Untold Story of Jewish Soviet Soldiers in the Red Army 
During WWII and is on loan from the Blavatnik Archive 
Foundation. Through a multimedia presentation of diary and 
interview excerpts, postcards, and photographs, visitors will 
discover the history and share the unforgettable journey of 
Jewish soldiers on the Eastern Front.  
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MANY WAYS FOR A MITZVAH — VISIT MCROBERTS! 
 

 A new coat of exterior house paint as luxurious as a hot tub? Playing games and reading stories to school 
children as good as summer camp?  Fixing the front porch of a older couple’s home worth more than adding a new 
room?   
 In what has become a summer tradition, Rabbi Paskoff will travel with a group of congregants to McRoberts 
KY, from Sunday July 13 through Thursday, July 17.  A small community in the heart of Appalachia, McRoberts 
doesn’t offer any amenities, cultural events, or even recreational activities.  The few things that our group is able to 
accomplish in the short time it is there are so appreciated that it is nearly impossible to put a value on them.  The 
cost is small, the return is huge.  
 

The trip is open to adults, high school students, and middle school students accompanied by a parent. 
 

                      If you can’t join us, you can still participate through donations  
                                to help subsidize the trip, by coming to special fundraisers to  
                                support our efforts (see Friendly’s Night below,) or by donating  
                                items we can take with us:  school supplies, toiletries, socks,  
                                and smoke detectors. 
    

Cost is $170/person, 

 plus you will need additional spending money for a number of meals.  If you can join the trip, 
please contact Rabbi Paskoff, 397-5575 or jpaskoff@shaarai.org 

The next fundraiser for this summer’s trip to McRoberts will be held on 
Wednesday, May 7, from 5-8 p.m. at Friendly’s on Oregon Pike.  No coupons are 
necessary, greeters will be at the restaurant.  Have a friendly meal with friends 
and family and part of your bill goes to this Tikkun Olam project. 
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 Music Shabbat 
April 11, 7:30 p.m. 

  

 
Pop Shabbat!,  

under the direction of Alan 
Levine, will inspire and delight us 
with an upbeat and lyrical version 

of our Shabbat liturgy. 

 

 

Mitzvah 365 
 
 
For MILAGRO HOUSE & TLC - the two 
organizations we have adopted for MITZVAH 365, 
please bring Clorox (disinfectant) wipes.   There will 
be a carton designated for each organization in the 
office lobby.   
  

THANK YOU! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Nisan 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rosh Chodesh  Nisan 

2  Nisan 2 
 
Hebrew classes for 
3-7th grades  
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 
 
 

3  Nisan 3 4  Nisan 4 
 
First Friday Erev 
Shabbat service  
6:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5  Nisan 5 
 
Torah study 9 a.m. 
Shabbat morning 
service & Bar  
Mitzvah of  Aaron 
Bram  10:30 
 
 
 
 

Metzora 

6  Nisan 6 
 
Religious School 
9:15-noon 
 
Crispus Attucks 
meal 
Prep 2-4 p.m. 

7  Nisan 7 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 
See p. 4 

8  Nisan 8 
 
Executive Board 
meets 

9  Nisan 9 
 
Hebrew classes for 
3-7th grades  
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 
 
Model Pesach seder 

10  Nisan 10 11  Nisan 11 
 
POP Shabbat! 
Musical Sabbath   
service 7:30 
 
 
 
 

12  Nisan 12 
 
Torah study & 
Shabbat morning 
service   9:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ahare-Mot 
13  Nisan 13 
 
Religious School 
9:15-noon 

14 Nisan 14 
 
1st night Pesach 
seder 
 
 

15  Nisan 15 
 
1st day Pesach 
festival morning 
service 10:00 
 
2nd night seder 
See p. 8 
 
Office closed 

16  Nisan 16 
 
  NO Hebrew  

17  Nisan 17 18  Nisan 18 
 
Erev Shabbat  
Chol HaMoed 
Pesach 7:30 

19  Nisan 19 
 
Torah study & 
Shabbat morning 
service   9:00 
 
 
 
 

Chol HaMoed 
Pesach  

20  Nisan 20 
 
NO Religious 
School 
 
 
Spring Break 

21  Nisan 21 
 
Last day Pesach   
Festival morning  
service & Yizkor 
10:00 
 
Office closed 

22  Nisan 22 
 
Temple Board 
Committees meet 
Please see your 
chair for time & 
place 

23  Nisan 23 
 
Hebrew classes for 
3-7th grades  
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 

24  Nisan 24 25  Nisan 25 
 
Tot Shabbat 6:30 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service honoring 
seniors 7:30 
 
 

26  Nisan 26 
 
Torah study & 
Shabbat morning 
service   9:00 
 
 
Movie night 
“Footnote”  
See p. 3 
 

Kedoshim 

27  Nisan 27 
 
Religious School 
9:15-noon 
11-12th grades 
meet 
 
Yom Ha Shoah 
Observance at JCC 
1:30 p.m. 

28  Nisan 28 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 
See p. 4 

29  Nisan 29 
 
Temple Board 
meets at the Temple 
6:30 p.m. 

30  Nisan 30 
 
Hebrew classes for 
3-7th grades  
4:30-6 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew  
5-6 p.m. 
 
 
 
         Rosh Chodesh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iyar 

  

April 2014       Nisan 5774 

Deadline for all 
material for the 
Apr. midmonth 
flyers 

Deadline for all 
material for the 
May Bulletin 

Sisterhood retreat through 4/6 
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Seder Renewal 

Brothers and Sisters 

let us order ourselves around this table 

to negotiate new covenants; 

let's rewrite our tragedies; 

let's renew history; 

let's translate our enslavement into the freedom of      

    this moment. 

Together we endured suffering; now 

let's share a certain future: 

past afflictions can be transformed 

into renewed blessings; 

let us break bread and sing praises to life; 

let our Hallelujahs resonate deeply as a tikkun  

    nefesh. 

Heal my soul. O Lord heal others so I can be healed. 

Let us sing on each cup of wine that zest for life 

that brings us home to this table, 

to the singing of this story, 

our arms about one another 

Dancing into freedom. 

 

Wishing you a wonderful Passover!!   

Beth & Stacey  

Prospective New Sisterhood Member Dinner   
April 24 at 6 p.m.  

at Iron Hill  Restaurant 
Let’s get together and bring possible new members to a 

LNO/Prospective New Member Night.  
If you bring a prospective new member,  
Sisterhood will buy you and her a drink!  

Please reply to Stacey Kapushy, 
 468-2950 or adland_kapushy@hotmail.com. 

  
  
 Our Retreat committee met for the last time before our 
April 4 Retreat weekend.  As I looked around our circle of 10 
who I've gotten to know and care for over these past several 
months, I noticed how easy it was for us to share ideas; how 
spontaneous the laughter; how genuine the excitement and 
anticipation for the weekend as we finalized the special songs, 
games, gifts and readings for what we believe will be a Retreat 
to talk about for years to come . 
 It struck me that as a group, we are not only a 
committee creating an event, but, we are a small community of 
women crafting an experience. We know one another; we have 
a common purpose; we are not afraid to voice our opinions; we 
sometimes disagree; and we listen to each other.  Without 
realizing it, over time we grew a culture that breeds free 
flowing ideas, purpose, and vision. Only a community can 
become such a thing. 
 From the outside looking in—from the perspective of 
those who are not yet part of Sisterhood—Sisterhood may be 
just another organization within the congregation doing all 
kinds of wonderful things like raising funds for our kids’ camp 
experiences and trips, providing a Religious School Seder, 
supplying our Temple library with quality children’s books, 
sending gifts and food to college kids, and offering a 
spectacular annual Chanukah Boutique.   
 But take a closer look.  Sisterhood is a rich tapestry of 
communities that individually and together create often life 
changing experiences for Sisterhood members and for our 
congregation. 
 For example, Sisterhood’s many fund raisers certainly 
financially help support our congregation, but the ladies 
working endlessly to achieve a flawless successful event, form 
unique communities. More than the organizational details, it is 
their passion for nurturing strong Jewish identities that inspire 
the investment which transforms into permanent memorable 
experiences for our kids. 
  Our Lilith/Women’s Torah Study group meets quarterly 
in a warm, comfortable environment. Here we explore the 
guidance of our biblical matriarchs to help us find answers to 
current personal and controversial issues.  But more than just 
a discussion group, it is a woman-centered learning community 
where each woman grows to feel safe in expressing her most 
intimate feelings and perspectives as she learns from others. 
 Preparing a Bereavement meal requires an immediate, 
highly organized system, but those women who volunteer are 
part of a very special community. All are caring individuals 
whose sole purpose for that moment in time is to provide a 
loving and comforting experience to a grieving family.   
 The list goes on. Our hope is that for each of you not 
yet part of Sisterhood, or those members who would like to 
become immersed in a new passion, take a closer look – talk 
to us - try new things – make new wonderful experiences 
through the Sisterhood communities. 
 

Jill Weisberg 



PASSOVER 
     Passover, known as Pesach in Hebrew, is a seven or 
eight day festival that starts on 15 Nissan, the first month 
of the Jewish year. This year, it starts on Monday 
evening, April 14.  
 
     Let’s start with why it is seven or eight days long. In 
the Torah, Pesach is a seven day festival, with a Seder 
(special meal) on the first night. Remember, we use a 
calendar based on the moon, so the holiday starts at the 

15th sunset after the new moon. Before there 
were calendars, it was not always 
possible to know for sure when the new 
moon would appear. And communication 
was not great (word had to come from 

Israel that the new moon had been seen), so 
holidays in the diaspora (outside of Israel) 

were celebrated an extra day just to be sure we got the 
right day. That’s also why there are two Seders outside of 
Israel – to be sure we have one on the fifteenth of the 
month. Even though we now have calendars and can 
predict when the new moon will occur, many, but not all, 
Jews in the diaspora still celebrate eight days of Pesach 
with two Seders. 
 
     Now, why is Nissan the first month? Rosh Hashanah is 
the new year so isn’t it the first month, you might be 
thinking. And you’re right. Tishrei (the month that starts 
with Rosh Hashanah) is the first month of one of the four 
types of years in Judaism. Tishrei is the month that starts 
the counting of the years. So, at Rosh Hashanah, we add 
one to the year. This year is 5774, next Rosh Hashanah 
we will start 5775. Nissan is the first month in the Torah. 
Exodus 12:2 “This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of the months; it shall be the first of the months of the year 
for you.” Pesach is described as the fifteenth day of the 
first month. This new year is used to start the year of 
festivals. Don’t forget, we also celebrated Tu B’Shevat, 
the new year of trees, in January. The fourth new year in 
Judaism is the new year for cattle. It is the 1 Elul, which is 
the month before Rosh Hashanah.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Pesach celebrates the exodus of the Jews from 
Egypt. It is a holiday of freedom from slavery, and 
freedom in general. It is also a harvest festival that 
celebrates the beginning of the grain harvest. Pesach is 
one of the Shalosh Regalim, the three pilgrimage festivals 
described in the Torah. It is during these festivals— 
Pesach, Shavuot (the spring harvest, seven weeks after 
Pesach) and Sukkot (the fall harvest festival) that the 
Jews went to Jerusalem to celebrate. 
 
     During Pesach we are forbidden to eat chametz – 
anything leavened. This is 
because the Jews left Egypt in 
such a hurry that they did not 
have time for the bread to rise. 
This is matzah, unleavened 
bread. It is just flour and water 
that have been mixed and 
baked within 18 minutes. 
Shmurah matzah is matzah 
baked with special flour that has been watched to make 
sure it never came into contact with water that might 
make it not kosher for Passover. Egg matzah uses fruit 

juice instead of the water. Passover 
desserts are made with matzah cake 
meal (matzah that has been ground 
to a flour consistency) but matzah 
cake meal doesn’t work like flour 
because it is already cooked; egg 

whites are frequently used to make cakes rise. The 
regular leavening agents, such as yeast, baking powder 
and baking soda, are not permitted. Flourless chocolate 
(or any other flavor) cakes are permitted. Links to 
Passover recipes appear at the end of this guide. 
 
 
 

         The first two nights of the holiday are celebrated 
with a Seder, a special service before and after a festive 
meal. Seder means order – there is a specific order of the 
evening. The Haggadah is the book that is used to guide 
the Seder. There are many, many versions of the 
Haggadic. A search at Amazon.com for 
Passover Haggadah came back with 
1,977 results! Some are beautiful 
works of art, some are focused on the 
children at the table, and others are 
focused on other aspects of Pesach. 
The word haggadah is based on the 
Hebrew haged, which means to tell. 
We are commanded in the Torah to tell 
the story of Pesach to our children. 
 



     The Seder and the Seder 
table are full of symbolism. The 
Seder table contains the usual 
dishes, cups and silverware for 
eating and drinking. In addition, 
there is a copy of the Haggadah 
for each person, and the Seder 
Plate which contains ritual foods 
used during the Seder.  
 

The Seder Plate has six items: 
Zroah, a lamb shank bone that 
symbolizes the lamb sacrifice that was 
originally part of the Pesach ritual. 
 

Betzah, a roasted egg that symbolizes new 
life 

 
 
Maror, a bitter herb, frequently  
horseradish, that symbolizes the bitter lives of 
the Jews in Egypt 
 
 
Charoset (Charoses in Yiddish), a 

mixture of apples with nuts and wine made to 
look like the clay the Jews used as slaves in 
Egypt (See the links at the end of this guide 
for recipes) 

           
Karpas, a green vegetable, frequently    
parsley, that symbolizes spring since Pesach 
is a spring festival  
         
 

Chazeret, another green, bitter vegetable.     
This is included on some Seder plates  
because the commandment is to eat the  
paschal lamb with matzah and bitter herbs 
—plural herbs. Not all Seder plates have a 
spot for the Chazeret. 
 
 
     The Seder table also includes candle 
sticks, three matzot (the plural of 

matzah) in a stack, Elijah’s cup, 
and a bowl of salt water. A more 
modern innovation is to include a 
cup of water for Miriam. Miriam’s cup is to 
remember Miriam’s role in bringing water 
to the traveling Jews. The three matzot 
remind us of the three divisions of the 

people of Israel – Kohen, Levi, and Israelite. 
Elijah’s cup is filled with wine for Elijah the 
prophet, who it is said will bring the Messiah. 
The salt water which reminds us of the tears of the Jews, 
is used for dipping the karpas.  
 
 

     The Seder begins as do most Jewish 
holidays, with the lighting of candles.  
 
The order of a Seder is: 

Kadesh: Blessing, reciting Kiddush 
(the blessing) over wine. We 
drink the first of four cups of wine 
during the Seder. You do not 
need to drink a full cup of wine – 
traditionally Jewish law defines 
an act of "drinking" as two 
swallows without pausing. 

Urchatz: Symbolic washing of the hands, without a 
blessing. This is an act of holiness that prepares 
us for the Seder. 

Karpas: Eat a green vegetable dipped in salt water. 
We say the blessing over “fruit of the earth – 
borei peri haadamah”. 

Yachatz: The leader breaks the middle matzah. Half 
of the matzah is placed back in the matzah 
holder, and half of it becomes the afikomen 
(dessert) which is hidden for the children to find 
later. 

Magid: The telling of the Passover story. This section 
of the Seder begins with Ha Lachmah Anya, a 
statement in Aramaic that encourages us to 
share our meal with all who are hungry, 
remembering the time of enslavement and the 
exodus. We continue with the four questions. The 
youngest person at the table (who is able) chants 
or reads the traditional four questions: 

Ma nishtanah halailah 
hazeh mikol haleilot?   

 
Sheb’khol haleilot anu  
okhlin hametz umatzah; 
halailah hazeh, kuloh  
 matzah.    
 
 
Sheb khol haleilot anu  
okhlin  sh’ar y’rakot; 
halailah hazeh, maror.   
 
 
Sheb’khol haleilot ein anu 
matbilin  afilu pa’am  
ehat; halailah hazeh,  
shtei f’amim.       
 
 
Sheb’khol haleilot anu  
okhlin bein yoshvin uvein 
m’subin; halailah hazeh,                    
 kulanu m’subin. 

                                                      

ְשַּתָּנה ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה -ַמה ֹּנִ
        ַהֵּלילֹות?             -ִמֹּכל

 
ַהֵּלְילֹות ֲאנּו-ֶשְּבָכל  

 אֹוְכִליןָחֵמץ ּוַמָּצה;

 ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה, ֻּכּלֹו 
 ַמָּצה.

 

ַהַּלְילֹות ֲאנּו-ֶשְּבָכל  

 אֹוְכִלין   ְֹשָארְיָרקֹות;

 ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה, ָמרֹור
 

ַהֵּלְילֹות ֵאין ֲאנּו-ֶשְּבָכל  

ַמְטִּביִליןֲאִפּלּו ַּפַעם 
 ֶאָחת;ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה

 ְשֵּתי ְפָעִמים. 
 

ַהֵּלְילֹות ֲאנּו -ֶשְּבָכל
 אֹוְכִלין ֵּבין יֹו ְֹשִבין ּוֵבין

 ְמֻסִּבין; ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה,

ֻּכָּלנּו ְמֻסִּבין.    



The four questions can be heard at: 
http://www.reformjudaism.org/video-passover-four-
questions  

Why is this night different from all other nights?  
On all other nights, we eat either leavened bread 

or unleavened; on this night why only 
unleavened bread?  

On all other nights we eat herbs of any kind; on 
this night why only bitter herbs? 

On all other nights we do not dip our herbs even 
once; on this night why do we dip them twice? 

On all other nights we eat our meals sitting any 
way; on this night why do we sit in a leaning 
position? 

 
The rest of the Magid section of the Seder answers 

these questions. 

1. Because the Jews left Egypt in a hurry and did not 
have time for the bread to rise. 

2. The bitter herbs remind us of the bitter life as 
slaves in Egypt. 

3. First we dip our karpas in salt water to remind us 
of the tears our ancestors shed as slaves. Then, 
we dip our maror in charoset to sweeten the 
bitterness of Egypt. 

4. We recline because we can. We are free to do as 
we please and recline or lean to one side. 

     We are told of four children: one who is wise, one who 
is wicked, one who is simple, and one who cannot even 
ask a question, and are told how to explain the story of 
Pesach to each of them. This is because we are 
commanded to tell the story of Pesach to our children. 

 

     We recite the ten plagues, spilling a drop of wine for 
each. And we sing Dayenu – it would have been enough. 
It would have been enough if God had brought us out of 
Egypt without judging the Egyptians, all the way to it 
would have been enough if God brought us to the land of 
Israel without building the Holy Temple. 

    
  Our attention now turns to the Seder plate. We explain 
some of the symbols on the table – the shank bone, the 
matzah, and the bitter herbs – and drink the second cup of 
wine. 
 

Rachtzah: Hand washing, with the blessing. Hand 
washing is traditional before every meal, with a 
blessing. 

 

Motzi Matzah: Blessing over bread (matzah) and 
another blessing before eating matzah. We eat the 
remaining half of the middle matzah, and the upper 
matzah if needed. 

 

Maror: Eat a bitter herb from the Seder plate. We eat a 
piece of the maror dipped in charoset. A blessing 
is said regarding the commandment to eat maror. 

 

Korech: Eat a sandwich of matzah with bitter herbs 
and charoset. Matzah and maror together tell the 
story of the Exodus. Our lives were bitter in Egypt, 
and we left Egypt in such a hurry that there wasn’t 
time for the bread to rise. There is no blessing said 
for the sandwich.  

 

Shulchan Orech: The meal. Need we say more? 
 

Tzafun: Eat a piece of the afikomen. After dinner, it is 
time for dessert. In fact, the Seder cannot be 
completed without dessert – the afikomen. Earlier 
in the Seder half of the middle matzah was 
removed and hidden. It is now time for the children 
to find it. Traditionally, the child who finds the 
afikomen holds it ransom until a prize is received.  

 

Barech: The traditional grace after the meal. We then 
drink the third cup of wine, and open the door for 
Elijah the prophet. Show that you are free to 
celebrate Pesach and all the world is your witness. 

 

Hallel: Recite Hallel, psalms 113 – 128, and drink the 
fourth cup of wine. 

 

Nirtzah: Pray that your service is acceptable to God. 
Next year in Jerusalem! 

 

     The only difference between the first night’s Seder and 
the second night’s Seder is that the Shehechayanu  (the 
blessing that is said when doing something for the first 
time during the year) is said only on the first night, when 
eating matzah for the first time. 



 Pesach at Shaarai Shomayim    

 

 

 

 

 

   

     As always, Brotherhood is sponsoring Shaarai 
Shomayim’s annual Second Seder at the Lancaster JCC 
(2120 Oregon Pike, Lancaster). Feel free to invite friends 
and neighbors to share in this community Seder led by 
Rabbi Paskoff. It’s also ideal for local students and others 
who are away from home for the holiday. See the flier in 
this Bulletin, or contact Dr. Bob Steinman, 569-6665, or 
rcsmd@verizon.net for more information. 
 

     Of course, Pesach is also celebrated in our Religious 
School. There will be a model Seder, sponsored by 
Sisterhood, on Wednesday, April 9. All students are 
taught the Four Questions, and the story of Pesach. Our 
third graders will chant the four questions for us at the 
model Seder.  
 

Pesach at Home 

     Since chametz  is not permitted at 
all during Pesach, it is traditional to 
remove everything from your home 
that contains chametz or might have 
come in contact with chametz. This 
is the ultimate spring cleaning! Some 
people have special dishes and 
silverware, or even a whole kitchen, 
which are used only during Pesach. 

 

     Since cooking for Pesach is so different, there are 
countless Passover specific recipes and cookbooks. 
Some recipes that are used all year, such as flourless 
chocolate cake, are also kosher for Passover. 

 
     The  links below all lead to Passover recipes.  
http://urj.org/feeds/?syspage=article&item_id=3288 
 

http://www.reformjudaism.org/recipe-
search?keyword=passover&f[0]=im_field_tags%3A350  
 
36 different types of charoset can be found at:  
http://www.food.com/recipe-finder/all/charoset?pn=2  
 
The best way to eat matzah (with butter, sugar and 
chocolate) is at: 
http://www.koshercooking.com/Recipes/passover/buttercr
unch.html 

Really good Passover brownies: 
http://www.food.com/recipe/perfect-passover-brownies-
477389  
 
Go to your favorite cooking site and just search for 
Passover recipes. There are so many out there! 

 

Remember, this article can be accessed at Shaarai 
Shomayim’s website, http://shaarai.org/. Click on 
News/Events, then Monthly Bulletins, then April 2014.  

 

 

NEXT YEAR IN 
JERUSALEM! 






