
FROM THE RABBI 
 Jewish scholar, Simon 
Rawidowicz, wrote a famous essay, 
published in 1967. It was called “Israel: 
The Ever-Dying People.” The title is 
wonderfully ironic. Rawidowicz 
observed that ever since Abraham and 
Sarah, we’ve been wondering where 
the next generation of Jews will come 
from. We’ve feared that we are the last 
generation, that there will be no one 
after us. The irony, of course, is that 
we’ve been afraid for our future for 
4000 years, longer than just about any 
other faith or culture on the planet. 
What’s the secret? According to the 
Talmud, the entire world endures only 
by virtue of the breath of children in the 
school house. 
 And I continue to know that our 
faith and our people will not only 
endure, but thrive, because of the 
breath of children in school houses like 
ours at Shaarai Shomayim. I know it 
when I hear a child sound out his/her 
first Hebrew word, when a student 
shows the first sign of identification 
with the pride of who we are as a 
people, when they tell me how they 
responded when faced with the first 
hint of anti-Semitism, when they speak 
up to educate non-Jewish friends and 
teachers about who we are and what 
we do. 
 And then, all of a sudden, these 
children are no longer children. They 
are young adults ready to go out to 
face the world in college or elsewhere. 
By then, home and congregation have 
done all we can do to equip them to 
embrace their Judaism in a different 
way, and to perpetuate it for the 
generation to come after theirs. On 
Friday night, May 22, we will honor our 
students who have remained 
connected with our congregation and 
our school and are now being 
confirmed. They have studied and 
embraced all that we have to offer. 
This Friday night will be a sendoff and 
a celebration. We will hear their 

thoughts and their memories. They 
represent the best “products” of what 
we try so hard to create here. I hope 
they will be greeted by a full sanctuary 
on the evening of their Confirmation. 
 If these young people are the 
products, we also need to celebrate 
those who work tirelessly to bring our 
students along, instilling knowledge 
and pride at every step along the way. 
We need to acknowledge the role 
models who give so much of 
themselves as teachers in our religious 
school. May 29th is Education 
Shabbat. We will recap the year and 
honor our teachers. I always say that 
parents are their children’s most 
important teachers. Parents create the 
environment that is hopefully nurturing 
and supportive of committed Jewish 
living. Early on Sunday mornings and 
late on Wednesday afternoons, 
teachers provide the content to fill in 
the blanks. On the 29th, we will 
express our gratitude. I hope you’ll join 
us. 
 The Mishnah lists a series of 
Mitzvot, and then tells us that study is 
equal to all the others. The 
commentators explain that this is true 
when study leads to all the others. 
Rawidowicz was wrong. With learners 
and teachers like ours, we are not the 
ever-dying people, but the people with 
a brilliant future in generations to 
come. 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES & EVENTS 
May 1 

First Friday Erev Shabbat service 6:00 
 

May 2 
 Torah study 9 a.m.  

Shabbat morning service & Bat Mitzvah of 
Olivia Gold 10:30 

  

PJ Library & Tot Havdalah 5 p.m. 
See back page 

 

May 3 
LAST DAY Religious School 

9:15-noon 
 

May 4 
Adult Jewish Growth  Siyyum 

 see p. 4 
 

May 6 
LAST DAY of Hebrew classes,  

4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

KY Trip fundraiser at Tom +Chee 
See p. 6 

 

May 8 

Tot Shabbat 6:30 
Erev Shabbat service 7:30 

 

May 9 
 Torah study 9 a.m.  

Shabbat morning service & Bat Mitzvah of 
Mahayla Meyer 10:30 

  

May 14 
Sisterhood Donor Dinner at the Temple 

See p. 6 
 

May 15 
Shabbat at Home 

A brief service to read Kaddish will be 
held at the Temple at 8 p.m. 

See p. 5 
 

May 16 
Torah study 9 a.m. & Shabbat morning 

service 10:15    
 

Movie night see back page 
 

May 22 
Erev Shabbat & Confirmation service 7:30 
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This certifies that 

has completed our Religious School program and 
confirmed his/her Jewish faith 

at Congregation Shaarai Shomayim 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania        

Rabbi President 

24 Iyar 5775 May 23, 2014 

“Let us learn in order to teach. Let us learn in order to do.” 
Gates of Prayer 

 

 

 



RABBI         Jack P. Paskoff                    397-5575 
     paskoff@shaarai.org 
 

PRESIDENT   Stefanie Heller                             569-2774
    stefanieheller@comcast.net 
 

IMMEDIATE P. PRES   Gary Kroot                   898-3048 
    garylk1@aol.com 
 

VICE-PRESIDENTS   Jen Finkelstein                             569-5371 
            jen_finkelstein@comcast.net 
 

          Brian Kresge                   431-8399 
             Brian.kresge@gmail.com 
        

FINANCIAL SEC’Y   Judy Shenk                                    285-1326           
                            jps87@comcast.net 
 

TREASURER    Stu Blumenthal                                  380-6019 
                            stublu@juno.com 
     

RECORDING SEC’Y    Beth Jones                    215-704-4636 
      bsjones1024@gmail.com 
          

SSTY ADVISOR    Josh Schwartz                   327-0037 
    joshualschwartz@gmail.com 
 
 

JR.YOUTH ADVISOR     Laura Jacobs                    740-607-8832 
    lauraj171@gmail.com 
 
SISTERHOOD PRES.    Stacey Kapushy &         892-3878 
                Beth Adland                           898-2177 
    adland_kapushy@hotmail.com 
                                                
BROTHERHOOD  PRES.     Andrew Gerofsky              626-8483 
    abg1@ptd.net  
                                               

JEWISH GENEALOGY      Alan Levine                          392-3509 
                                     roots@shaarai.org 
 
 
 
                

 Secretary, Bulletin Ed.         Martha Rowley        mrowley@shaarai.org 
 Bookkeeper                            Elaine Ressel         accounts@shaarai.org           
 Maintenance                           Rick Hess               office@shaarai.org 

 

The Temple Bulletin is published monthly except 
July and is free to all members and prospective 
members.  The deadline for submissions is the 15th 
of the month prior to publication.  NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  I really mean it.  Seriously.  THIS 
MEANS YOU!! 

   

Congregation Shaarai ShomayimCongregation Shaarai ShomayimCongregation Shaarai Shomayim   
75 E James St     Lancaster PA  1760275 E James St     Lancaster PA  1760275 E James St     Lancaster PA  17602   

   
phone:  (717) 397phone:  (717) 397phone:  (717) 397---5575      Fax:  (717) 3975575      Fax:  (717) 3975575      Fax:  (717) 397---559955995599   

office@shaarai.orgoffice@shaarai.orgoffice@shaarai.org                  
      www.shaarai.orgwww.shaarai.orgwww.shaarai.org      
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May 23 
Torah study & Shabbat service 9 a.m.  

 

Erev Shavuot discussion & service  
See p. 5 

 

May 24 
Shavuot Festival morning service & Yizkor at 10:00 

 

May 25 
The Temple office is closed in observance of Memorial Day 

 

May 29 
Education Shabbat 7:30 

 

May 30 
Torah study & Shabbat service 9 a.m.  

 
Religious School Registration 

forms are  
 
 
 

READY! 
 
 
 

Please go to the www.shaarai.org 
website, to fill out the form.  
Remember, a $200 deposit for 
each child is due with the 
registration.  File your form (s) as 
soon as possible, so we’ll know how 
many children to plan for each 
class in the fall. 



     To Diane & Stu Fleishman on the birth 
of a grandson, Kirby Wayne Fleishman, on 
March 27.  Kirby is the son of Michael & 
Shannon Fleishman  




Todah Rabah! 
    Receiving the Uniongram for my special birthday was so 
wonderful!  Thank you for helping to make this birthday one 
that I will cherish for quite some time!  The good wishes from 
our Temple family mean a great deal to me! Thank you to 
Miriam for creating a beautiful “birthday card” from all of you! 
Risa Paskoff 
  
    A huge thank you to all who helped create Sisterhood’s 
Women’s Seder. The committee: Rhonda Kleiman, Kathy 
Levine, Lisa Miller, Julia Powers, Laura Scheff, Jill Weisberg, 
and Carol Woodman. Our song leaders Lisa Miller and Randi 
Jacobson, our photographer Linda Healy, all of our chefs and 
readers, and everyone who attended who made it such an 
amazing event. Miriam Baumgartner and Tama Etra 
 

    To Gary Kroot, Rachel Rosenzweig, Yuri Reingold, Sally 
Hart and Ann Leisawitz for their assistance with and 
participation in our Starry Night service. The Ritual 
Committee. 

    To all those wonderful women who put their time and effort 
into making a lovely meal  after the funeral of our dad Mervin 
Selfon. I was relieved of any duties and kept out 
of my  kitchen, which was a first and greatly appreciated. The 
food was delicious and plentiful, lots of good cooks. 
Thank you to all the members of the bereavement committee. 
And of course, thank you, Jack, for everything, you are one in 
a million. We are so fortunate to be part of this 
congregation.   Ellyse and Larry Selfon 
 

    There many people who helped the Hebrew school 
students celebrate Passover by preparing a beautiful model 
Seder.  I want to sincerely thank Alice Yerman, Lisa Rhode, 
Linda Hirsch, Julie Babione, Stacey Freedman, Kathy Levine, 
Rhea Starr, Martha Rowley, and Rick.  Carol Woodman 
 

    To all who worked to make our 2015 2nd Night Seder such 
an enjoyable and meaningful experience for everyone who 
was able to join us at the Lancaster JCC Legacy Ballroom. 
Every year, Brotherhood is pleased to offer this special 
community Passover Seder celebration, and we were able to 
host over 130 guests this year, enabling a substantial addition 
to the Israeli Scholarship Fund.  
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PLEASE  BE SURE TO TRANSFER MONTHLY 
ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO ALL 
YOUR COPIES. 
 

New Members 
Ribich, Nick and Melanie 
Mia Jane 8/26/04, Cameron Max & Noah Richard 3/9/07 
melkribich@hotmail.com (Melanie) 
nribich2000@hotmail.com (Nick) 
344 Harvest Dr  
Lititz  17543 
414-745-8507 (Melanie) 
414-217-2537 (Nick) 
 

Richards, Sophie 
srichards8492@gmail.com 
225 E Frederick St   
Lancaster 17602 
609-385-3322 
 

Cargas, Rebecca D. 
bcargas@gmail.com 
644 Petersburg Rd   
Lancaster 17601 
368-5526 
 

Rovner, Dr. Marc H. 
Marc.rovner9@gmail.com 
279 Providence Place   
Mountville  17544 
419-2821 

Keeping up with our Temple family   
 

If in your travels through social media, you come across news 
about any of our congregants or their families, such as births, 
deaths, honors, illnesses, or any other items for which we can 
offer Mazel Tov, condolences, or a helping hand, please pass 
them on to us at jpaskoff@shaarai.org or office@shaarai.org.  

Condolences 
    Rabbi Paskoff, President Heller, and the Board of Trustees 
of Congregation Shaarai Shomayim extend their sympathy to 
Irv Machles and family on the passing of Irv's sister, Eleanor 
Helicher on March 13.    
 

    Condolences go to Andrea Klein and family on the passing 
of Andrea's father Bruce Yaches on March 23. 
 

    Sympathy is extended to Julie Babione and family on the 
passing of Julie's great-aunt, Joan Ferencz, on March 31. 
 
 

    Condolences are offered to friends and family of Sibyl Ansel 
who passed away on April 1. 
 

    Our sympathy goes to Daniel Frick and family on the passing 
of Dan's mother Ruth Hudson Frick, on April 3. 
 

    Condolences are extended Trudie Bacharach and family on 
the passing of Trudie’s father, Earl Ellenberger, on April 5.   
 

    Our sympathy goes to friends and family of David Brener on 
the passing of David’s wife Suzanne on April 9. 
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Adult Jewish Growth  
5775 Programming 

 

All sessions at the Temple, Monday evenings, 
7:30-9 p.m. in the small social hall.  Please enter 
through Duke Street glass doors. 
 
May 4 - Siyyum, wrap-up, “Jews & Food 

 

Please contact Nicole Kaplan, 569-7781 or 
nurse94@comcast.net for more information. 

Hineini 

Whether it’s services, dinners, classes, social or 
life cycle events, if you are coming to a Temple 
function and there is someone in your area or on 
the way to Temple who doesn't drive or doesn't 
drive at night, please call and offer a ride.  Most 
people don't like to ask because they are afraid of 
being a bother. Just offering is a mitzvah.  If they 
don't want to go, maybe they will next time.  

SAVE the DATE… 
Shaarai Shomayim Summer Camp! 

 June 8-12, 2015 

A Summer Celebration of   
Jewish Life! 

 
Camp brochures and registration forms have been mailed to 
each congregational family with students in PK-8th grade.  If 
you did not get one, or need more forms, please pick one up in 
the Temple office. 
 
Get your registration in as soon as possible, so the staff knows 
how many to prepare for.  Questions? Contact Rabbi Paskoff. 

Jen Finkelstein is now our "official" Camp 
Harlam ambassador! 

 

Jen is happy to talk to anyone who has any 
questions, from specific details to just a 

better understanding of what life at Camp 
Harlam is all about...  

Contact her at jen_finkelstein@comcast.net  

 

Women's Torah Study 
Sponsored by Sisterhood 

All are welcome!   
No prior Torah experience necessary 

 

Sunday May 31, 7 p.m. 
                          Read  Behaalotecha Num. 8:1-12:16   

 

Temple Teen Lounge 
Meetings are held each month alternating between Sundays 

and Thursdays  
 

Each meeting will begin with a short Rosh Chodesh service 
 

Each session focuses on a single Torah portion, so if you miss 
a session, you can just join right in. 

 

Contact Tama Etra at tamaetra@gmail.com or Jill Weisberg at 
bellallure1@aol.com with questions. 



Celebrate  

Shabbat at Home  
 on  

May 15 
(please note correct date!) 

 

Be a host or a guest, service booklets & 
CD will be provided . 

A very brief service will be held at the 
Temple at 8:00 to read Kaddish for 

those observing a yahrzeit. 
 

Please contact Hannah Rowley, 
herowley@gmail.com, for information or 

to sign up. 

                                        Erev Shavuot  

   study session & service   

Saturday, May 23, 7 p.m. 
 

 
What have been the Jewish milestones in    
your life to date?   What are you confirming for  
your Jewish future?  
 
Our Confirmation students answer these questions 
each year. Now let's hear from the adults. 
 
We will hear from a group of our fellow congregants and 
share our own ideas, then celebrate a short festival evening 
service. Enter through the glass doors on Duke Street. 
 
     Dairy refreshments—make your own sundae bar. 

 

     Shavuot festival service & Yizkor  

     Sunday, May 24, 10 a.m. 

 

The parents of the Confirmation Class of 5775 

    invite you to join them in a Shabbat evening worship service at 

Congregation Shaarai Shomayim  

as they celebrate with pride and love the Confirmation of their children on Friday,  

May 22, 2015            4 Sivan 5775 

at 7:30 p.m. 

75 East James Street, Lancaster, PA 17602 

        (at the corner of North Duke and East James Streets) 

A special Oneg Shabbat in the Wise Memorial Hall follows the service.   
 

Confirmation Class of 5775 

            Elliott Adland                Madeleine Kapushy 

                                                     Haley Cubell                 Erica Roth 

                                                     Evelyn Frick                  Max Migdon 

                                                     Mitchell Hirsch 
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The Kentucky trip 
July 12-16 

Cost--$170 for a double room. 
$190 if  you choose a single. 

Value— 
priceless 

 

 

 
 

You will be spending three and a half 

days doing intensive work under trying  

conditions, you will make lasting  

friendships, and you will come back home  

a different  person.  You will know that  

whatever you did, you did a good job,  and you  

will be eager to go back and do more.  Please  

contact Rabbi Paskoff for more information 

or to sign up. High school students and older  

may travel unaccompanied, middle school  

must come with an adult 

 The next Kentucky fundraiser will be 
at the Tom + Chee restaurant in the 
new Overlook Town Center on the 
Fruitville Pike on May 2, 5-8 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

Shalom, Harlam families and friends! We are pleased 
to announce that registra on is now open for Camp 

Harlam’s first Family Camp program!  
Friday, August 21 – Sunday, August 23, 2015 

Camp Harlam | Kunkletown, PA 
Open to children of all ages and their families 

 

          Family  Camp  is  the  ul mate  Jewish  family weekend  vaca on 
and  a  great  opportunity  for  parents  and  children  of  all  ages  to 
discover the incredible experience of a Harlam Shabbat, as well as 
par cipa ng  in many of  the other great ac vi es offered during 
the  summer.  Families  will  treasure  their  shared  camp  memories, 
including  “Parents Only”  sessions with our  scholar‐in‐residence, and 
“Camper Only” sessions with our staff. 

          Register  now  for  this  fun‐filled,  family‐friendly weekend  at 
camp— Space is limited  
 

Detailed  Informa on,  including  fees,  can  be  found  in  the  FAQs 
document  h p://harlam.urjcamps.org/about/family_camp/;  or 
contact Lisa David at LDavid@URJ.org or at 610‐668‐3461, ext. 1042. 
 
We hope to see you there…THINK CAMP! 
The Camp Harlam Professional Staff Team  

Just	a	Few	Days	Left	to	RSVP….	

 
catered by The Scarlet Runner 

 

Sisterhood’s	Donor	Dinner	
Thursday,	May	14,	6	p.m.	in	the	
Wise	Memorial	Social	Hall	

	
Don’t	miss	the	chance	to	hear		

Guest	Speaker	Laurie	Franz	
Board	Chair,	Agahozo‐Shalom	Youth	Village	

	
Discuss	an	amazing	village	in	Rwanda		
modeled	after	an	Israeli	youth	village	

 
Any questions: Contact Julie Babione 
jbabione@gmail.com or 717.666.5123 



Annual Congregational Meeting 
~~ 

Election of Officers &Trustees  
end of year report, & budget. 

 

Sunday, June 7, at the Temple, 
 

beginning with bagel breakfast at 9:15.  The business meeting will begin at approximately 10:00 
 

The nominating committee— Rhonda Kleiman, Chair, Jill Weisberg, Nicole Kaplan, Ed Reiner, and 
David Stameshkin will present the following slate of officers for one year terms: 

 
President - Stefanie Heller 

First Vice President - Debi Oxenberg 
Second Vice President - Julie Babione 
Recording Secretary - Harvey Scolnick 

Financial Secretary - Rick Lynch 
Treasurer - Jim Baumgartner 

 
Nominated for three year terms on the Board of Trustees: 

Donna Cohen 
Jen Finkelstein 
Brian Kresge 
Ericka Powell 

 
Nominated for one year to fill in Jim Baumgartner’s vacant term on the Board of Trustees: 

Laurie Cubell 

 

Following the election, the end of year report and the annual budget will be presented and voted on. 
At the conclusion of the business meeting, we will adjourn to the sanctuary for the installation of 
officers and trustees. 

 

As stated in the Temple By-laws, Article VII, Section 1, the members of the Congregation shall meet at 
least once annually, such meeting to be held at such time as designated by the Board. Notice of such 
meeting shall be sent at least 10 days prior to the date. Voting at all elections of officers and at-large 
trustees shall be by closed ballot.  However, in the event that there be but one candidate for any 
elective office, such candidate shall, on motion, be elected by acclamation (Section 7).  No proxy voting 
shall be permitted (Section 8). 
 

The By-Laws also state that additional nominations for any elective office may only be made by a petition of at 
least fifteen members of the Congregation.  Such nomination must be filed with the Temple office at least seven 
days before the election. The consent of the nominee shall be signified in writing on the petition. 
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  MITZVOT OPPORTUNITIES & COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 Mitzvot Opportunities are activities that give us the chance to do something positive for our Jewish and 
non-Jewish neighbors.  Whether it is a 13 year old’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah project, a collection for Jewish 
Family Services, a meal for the homeless, or money for a disaster relief fund; whether you call it Tikkun 
Olam, gemilut chasadim, or Mitzvot, it’s all good. 

Volume LXV  Issue 8 Page 8 

We’re here for you 

Can we help you? 
With a ride?   With a call?  With a visit?   

With something we haven’t thought of yet? 
Can you help us? 

Be a driver.  Be a caller.  Be a visitor.   
Be a mentsch 

Contact ALICE YERMAN, 569-5554 or 
ayerm@juno.com 

HINEINI RELAY FOR LIFE 

 As many of you know, I was diagnosed with breast 
cancer four and a half years ago.  I will be participating 
in my 4th American Cancer Society (ACS) Relay For 
Life on June 12-13 because I want to continue doing my 
part in making a meaningful difference in the fight 
against cancer—both for my own personal fight, and 
that of so many others who continue to make it  
today.   With your help, we'll be able to find a cure to 
these dreaded diseases! 
 Please go to my personal ACS Relay link to make 
a donation and help me kick cancer in the tush!  http://
main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=66365&p=personal 
&px =2874 1523 
 Together, we can help make sure that cancer never 
steals another year of anyone's life.   

Thank you! 

Rachel Rosenzweig 

Uniongram Update 
    Confirmation Class of 2015/5775 will be held on Friday, 
May 22. Each student will receive a Uniongram signed by 
friends, family, and other members of the congregation. Wish 
each student Mazel Tov by signing every Uniongram. The 
cost is just $1 per Uniongram, and all money goes directly to 
the WRJ YES Fund, providing financial support for rabbinic 
and cantorial students all over the world, NFTY, URJ/NFTY 
summer camps, and other organizations that are vital to 
Reform Judaism education and youth around the world. 
    Please PRINT how you would like your name (s) to appear 
on each Uniongram: 
    Check the name below for each Uniongram you would like 
to sign. 
____Elliott Adland    ____Madeleine Kapushy 
____Haley Cubell   ____Max Migdon 
____Evelyn Frick   ____Erica Roth 
____Mitchell Hirsch   
    All Confirmation Uniongram information must be 
RECEIVED by May 12. 
 

  In addition, there are two Uniongrams to be added to the 
annual list:  

____ wedding of Anne Stameshkin (daughter of Colleen & 
David Stameshkin)& Ben Ross  

____ Bat Mitzvah of Sylvia Smiley (daughter of Kevin & Dirce) 

 

Please mail this form, with $1 per Uniongram, checks payable 
to Temple Sisterhood, to: Miriam Baumgartner, 100 
Kilgannon Ln. Lancaster PA  17603 
You may e-mail the list of Uniongrams you’d like to sign to 
Miriam at jimnmir@verizon.net, and pay by snail mail.           

 

Rings of Advocacy Needs 
Your Help 

Monday May 11 – 6:30  
Temple Social Hall 

 

For years, ALL public schools have been at the mercy of 
an outdated and flawed formula which distributes state 
money to the schools.  

The best opportunity to change this formula into an 
accurate one (taking into account factors such as 
enrollment changes, income levels, English proficiency, 
and special education needs) is NOW. 

Join with the Sisterhood’s Education Committee to learn 
about our state’s bi-partisan Education Committee led by 
Senator Smucker and Representative Sturla.  Explore 
the ideas of the Campaign for Fair Education.  Join us as 
we advocate for the best education for today’s children. 

For questions, contact Jill Weisberg at 
bellallure1@aol.com or  

Rhea Starr at rheafstarr@gmail.com. 



Temple Contributions 
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Mitzvah Fund 
In memory of Martin Jaspan 
 Diane Librach 
 

Memory of Sheldon Fried 
 Toby and Paul Greco 
 Sandy and Dick Bloom 
 

In memory of Mervin Selfon 
 Michael, Carly, Isabella and Jackson Meyer 
 Toby and Paul Greco 
 Sandy and Dick Bloom 
 Maureen and Michael Rostolsky 
 Sandy Hoover 
 Melinda and Doug Kaufman 
 Terry and Jon Singer 
 

In memory of Hank Stender 
 Toby and Paul Greco 
 Shirley Gitomer 
 Ronnie and Harvey Meyer 
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Get well Lysa Selfon 
 Carole and Peter D’Ettorre 
 Toby and Paul Greco 
 

In memory of Alan J. Streiser 
 Carol and Barry Kornhauser 
 

In memory of Eleanor Helicher 
 Iris and Irv Moss 
 

In memory of Sibyl Ansel 
 Phyllis Lazarus 
 Carole and Peter D’Ettorre 
 Sandy and Dick Bloom 
 Ellen Wascou 
 Sona and Seymour Gorback 
 

In memory of Mort Porter 
 Terri and Roy Small 
 

In memory of Hal Goldman 
 Terri and Roy Small 
 

Get well Marjorie Ruder 
 Sandy and Dick Bloom 
 

In memory of Wesley Hackenen 
 Terry and Jon Singer 
 

A donation has been received from Miriam and Jim 
Baumgartner 
 

A donation has been received from Jack and Beverly Enco 
 
Miller Music Fund 
In memory of Hank Stender 
 Rosanne and David Selfon 
 

In memory of Mervin Selfon  
 Lisa and Gary Kallman 
 Linda and Jim Wimmer 

When making a contribution to a Temple fund, please include, 
along with the recipient’s name and name of fund, the address 
of the person who is to receive notification of your donation. 
                                                          Thank you, Carole D’Ettorre 

 Betty Margolis 
 Judy and Syd Shenk 
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 Margaret and Steve Parker 
 

Get well Lysa Puma 
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Memory of Sibyl Ansel 
 Rosanne and David Selfon 
 

In memory of Suzanne Brener 
 Rosanne and David Selfon 
 

Tikkun Olam Fund 
 

In memory of Hank Stender 
 Lisa Rohde 
        Mindy and Dale Rosenberg 
 

Get well Marjorie Ruder 
 Jack and Julia Fischel 
 Rhea and Phil Starr 
 

Memory of Mervin Selfon 
 Mindy and Dale Rosenberg 
 

Memory of Sheldon Fried 
 Mindy and Dale Rosenberg 
 

In appreciation of support from Jim and Miriam Baumgartner 
 Rhea and Phil Starr 
 

Peitzman Religious School Technology Fund 
In memory of Hank Stender 
 Judy and Syd Shenk 
 

In memory of Sheldon Fried 
 Judy and Syd Shenk 
 

In memory of Sibyl Ansel 
 Judy and Syd Shenk 
 

Loss Lecture Fund 
Get well Alan and Linda Loss 
 Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Jack Paskoff Camper Fund 
In memory of Marjorie Cochrane 
 Linda and Peter Whipple 
 

Memory of Mervin Selfon 
 Carole and Peter D’Ettorre 
 

A donation has been received from Mary and Michael Jennings 
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YAHRZEIT 

Sisterhood Contributions 

These names are perpetual memorial plaques displayed permanently or on the appropriate week of their Yahrtzeits in our 
Sanctuary: 

    
 If you would like to have any names added to the Kaddish list, please notify the Temple office, 397-5575 or  
office@shaarai.org by Wednesday of the week you would like those additions read. 

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONES 
 

THE INSTALLATION OF NEW MEMORIAL TABLETS 
IN THE SANCTUARY PROVIDES 
CONGREGANTS WITH THE  

OPPORTUNITY TO COMMEMORATE  
THE YAHRZEIT OF FAMILY AND LOVED ONES  
WITH PERMANENT INDIVIDUAL PLAQUES. 

 
 

             
     $360  

             
                   

           $540.  
 

SAMPLE AVAILABLE IN TEMPLE OFFICE 

May 1 
William C. Forbes 
Sarah P. Slotkin 
Henry Weill 
Eva Kessler 
Marvin R. Leapman 
Sarah Freda Shain 
John J. Steinsnyder 
Jacob Gerson Shain 
Lester R. Miller 
Beatrice Forman 
Yetta Markowitz 
Jonas Fox 
Dora G. Lurio 

May 8 
Rosa Bunn Simon 
Herman Stein 
Eleanor Solomon 
David Siegel 
Leon Myers 
Gladys E. Roth 
Aida Jesurun Gilbert 
Marie Marcus Cohn 
Minnie S. Ellison 
Morris Peitzman 
Melvin Henry Wainer 
Benjamin Stein 
 

May 15 
Jack Morse 
Pearl H. Elins 
Herman Hirsh 
Harriet Kramer 
Bennett E. Manus 
Emilie S. Albert 
Louis Gerb 
Charles Hurwitz 
Margaret E. Stein 
 
 
 
 

May 22 
Walter Zweifler 
Anita D. Zweifler 
Anna Eichhorn 
Arline Maltin DeWecke 
Walter Baer 
Mitchell Dubroff 
Lena Brisk 
Myrna Margolis 
Miriam L. Manus 
Henrietta May Rosenstein 
Marvin Friedman 
 
 

May 29 
Abraham Loss 
Beth Bash 
Sarah Snyderman 
Anita Schreibman 
Sarah Sookman 
Barry Jacobson 
 

Sofian Youth Group 
In memory of Joan Ferencz  
 Lisa Rohde 
 

In memory of Sibyl Ansel  
 Harriet Rosenbaum 
 

Social Welfare Fund 
In memory of Sibyl Ansel  
 Betty Margolis 
 

Speedy recovery to Jill Weisberg 
 Harriet Rosenbaum 
 

Children's Library Fund 
Speedy recovery to Audrey Brodsky  
 Harriet Rosenbaum 
 
Prayer Book/Commentary Fund 
In memory of Eleanor Helicher 
  Carolyn and Irving Machles 
 

In Memory of Sheldon A. Fried  
 Les Solomon 
 

In Memory of Dori Solomon Waldman  
 Les Solomon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree of Life 
 

MAZEL TOV ON THE BAT MITZVAH 
OF MADELINE BURT 

MARCH 21, 2015 
FROM YOUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CLASS  

 
MAZEL TOV ON THE BAR MITZVAH 

OF JOSHUA MICHAEL DELIVER 
MARCH 28, 2015 

FROM YOUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CLASS 
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The Mitzvah of Tzedakah 
Over the years, various funds have been set up by individuals, Sisterhood, the Temple, and Brotherhood for the benefit of Congregation 
Shaarai Shomayim, its members, and the community.  A donation to any of these funds serves a three-fold purpose:   

It benefits the purpose for which the fund was established.                     It benefits the one for whom you are donating. 

It benefits you by giving you the opportunity to fulfill the Mitzvah of Tzedakah.   
 
Contributions are welcome in honor or memory of any person or event, Jewish or non-Jewish, local or not. 

SISTERHOOD  
 

These funds are chaired by Natalie Freedman,1600 Aldred 
Circle, Lancaster, PA 17601  
 
     Children's Library Fund      Sofian Youth Fund  
     Religious School Fund      Social Welfare Fund 
     Sisterhood Improvement Fund 
   
Prayerbook — Torah Commentary Fund, handled by Heidi Cohen 
608 Fleetwood Dr, Lititz PA  17543.  Prayer books are $36, 
Commentaries are $45. 
 
Tree of Life, chaired by Ilene Schenkel, 1842 Sturbridge Dr., 
Lancaster  17601.  $55 
 
Uniongrams, chaired by Miriam Baumgartner, 392-1245. 
$1 per name. 
 
Pulpit Flowers, chaired by Rita Hallock, 872-5127.  Please check 
with Rita about the cost of a flower arrangement  

 


 

  BROTHERHOOD  
 

Please send donations to Bobby Dickman, 111 Armstrong 
Lane, Lancaster 17603. 
 
 Israel Scholarship Fund - The men’s auxiliary’s major 
fundraising efforts go toward providing money for our Temple 
youth to travel to Israel on officially sponsored tours or study 
programs through NFTY, URJ, etc.   




  

TEMPLE  
 

 These funds are chaired by Carole D’Ettorre, 962 Buckwalter 
Rd, Lititz PA  17543  
 
     Building Fund            Jack Paskoff Camper Fund 
     Chavrai Zamir Fund           Cantorial Music Fund          
     Miller Music Fund             Klezmer Band  
     Endowment Fund             Mitzvah Fund  
     Historic Presr. Fund             Sha’ar L’Atid      
     L. Robinson Tikkun Olam Fund                        
     Gilat Zikkaron  “Joy of Remembrance” 
     Peitzman Religious School Technology Fund 
     Nathan & Natalie Loss Lecture Fund 
 



  Unless requested otherwise, all donations will 
be published in the Bulletin.   
 In order for any donation to be properly 
acknowledged, please include the following 
information in your request: 
     Your name and address, email if applicable. 
     The name and address of the person for whom     
          the donation is being made, and if there is a     
          familial relationship. If you wish a note of   
          acknowledgement to be sent to that person,  
          please indicate that, also. 
     The reason for the donation. 
     The fund to which you wish your donation to be  
           credited. 
  

Donations are requested by mail, regular or e-.    
  

 All of our donations chairs are volunteers.  
Some of them have been doing this for years, some 
of them are new.   Whether you have been donating 
for years, or this is the first time, please do not 
assume that the chairs know who you are, to whom 
you are related, or what your wishes are.   
  
 Donations are a minimum of $5 (unless 
otherwise noted), and a check must be received 
before acknowledgments are sent or placed in 
the Bulletin. NEITHER SISTERHOOD, 
BROTHERHOOD, NOR TEMPLE WILL BILL FOR 
DONATIONS. 
 
     Sending your donation to the correct person will 
facilitate timely acknowledgment. 

 

       If you would like more information about any of 
these funds, please contact the chairpersons 
listed.  
 
 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND DONATIONS TO THE 
TEMPLE OFFICE. 



Non-Profit    
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75 E James St    
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Shaarai Shomayim Movie Night presents  
 

“The Devil’s Arithmetic”  
A Holocaust story from the perspective of a modern, 

non-observant teenage girl, who “falls through a 
wormhole” when she opens the door for Elijah at her 

family’s seder, and suddenly finds herself a prisoner in 
a Nazi death camp in the 1940s.  

“...well done, engaging, and unequivocally moving.” 
 

1999 NR 95 minutes  
Begins with Havdalah at 7 p.m. 

Movie refreshments 

May 16 

The movies 
are back! The 
movies are 
back! 

 

Good! I love  
a good    
Saturday night 
movie. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 

Havdalah in your Pajamas? 
Candles, Spices, and Music? 

Absolutely!  
Tot Havdalah 

Saturday, May 2, at 5 p.m. 
 

Children 18 months to 8 years old - and their parents - 
are invited to join us for a story, a snack, and a craft 

at the end of Shabbat.  
Let us introduce you to Shaarai's PJ Library program, 
a free book & music program for families with young 

children. If you haven't signed up, we can help.  
No actual pajamas required.  

Please respond to the Temple office, 397-5575, 
or mrowley@shaarai.org if you plan to attend. 

 

Thanks! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1  Iyar 12 

 
First Friday Erev 
Shabbat 6 p.m. 

2  Iyar 13 
 

Torah study 9 a.m. 
Shabbat morning 
service & Bat 
Mitzvah of Olivia 
Gold  10:30 
 
PJ Tot Havdalah  
5 p.m. 
See back page 
 
 

Achare-Mot-
Kedoshim 

3  Iyar 14 
 
LAST DAY 
Sunday School 
9:15-noon for Early 
Childhood-10th 
grades 

4  Iyar 15 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 
Siyyum see p.  4 

5  Iyar 16 6  Iyar 17 
 
LAST Hebrew 
class 4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

Adult Hebrew 5-6 
p.m. 
 

KY fundraiser at 
Tom + Chee 
See p. 6 

7  Iyar 18 
 
Sisterhood Board 
meets at the 
Temple 
 
 
 
Lag b’Omer 

8  Iyar 19 
 
Tot Shabbat 6:30 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 

9 Iyar 20 
 
Torah study 9 a.m. 
Shabbat morning 
service & Bat 
Mitzvah of 
Mahayla Meyer 
10:30 
 

Emor 
10  Iyar 21 
 
 
Mothers Day 

11  Iyar 22 12  Iyar 23 
 
Executive Board 
meets 

13  Iyar 24 
 

14  Iyar 25 
 
Sisterhood Donor 
Dinner at the 
Temple  
See p. 6 

15  Iyar 26 
 
Shabbat at home  
Kaddish at Temple 
at 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

16  Iyar 27 
 
Torah study & 
Shabbat morning 
service 9:00 
 
Movie night see 
back page 
 

Behar-Behukotai 

17  Iyar 28 
 

18  Iyar 29 19  Sivan 1 
 
Board committee 
meetings 
Please see your 
chair for time and 
place 
 
 
Rosh Chodesh 

20  Sivan 2 21  Sivan 3 22  Sivan 4 
 
Confirmation & 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 

23 Sivan 5 
 
Torah study & 
Shabbat morning 
service 9:00 
 

Erev Shavuot 
discussion & 
service  7 p.m. 
See p. 5 
 

Bamidbar 

24  Sivan 6 
 
Shavuot festival 
morning service & 
Yizkor 10:00 

25  Sivan 7 
 
Memorial Day 
Office closed 

26  Sivan 8 
 
Temple Board 
meets at the Temple 
at 6:30 p.m. 

27  Sivan 9 28  Sivan 10 29  Sivan 11 
 
Education Shabbat 
7:30 

30  Sivan 12 
 
Torah study & 
Shabbat morning 
service 9:00 
 
 
 

Naso 

31  Sivan 13       

Deadline for all 
material for the  
May midmonth 

Deadline for all 
material for 
June-July 
Bulletin  
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WOMEN’S SEDER 
 You may be surprised to know that for nearly 20 years, “the 
orange” has held a special place on many Seder plates. It’s a sweet 
symbol of inclusion initially acknowledging that gays and lesbians 
are contributing and active members of the Jewish community. Over 
time, the orange on the Seder plate has grown to symbolize the 
beauty of our entire diverse world and how each and every person 
glorifies our faith. 
 So it was that the orange took center stage on the Seder plate 
of the Women’s Passover Seder held Sunday March 31. 
  I had the privilege of being on the Seder committee led by 
Miriam Baumgartner and Tama Etra.  We had a very clear vision ‘to 
create a warm engaging community Seder experience for Jewish 
women.”  It would be founded on a beautifully crafted jewel of a 
women’s Haggadah. Twenty two special biblical and contemporary 
“guests,”  acted out by our Seder attendees, gave prominence to the 
beauty of the Passover story while speaking to the theme of 
inclusion and community.  Women such as the contemporary Emma 
Goldman and the biblical - shrewd Tamar,   honor our history and  
faith but, in their own time, were ostracized - excluded members of 
their communities.  
  And to complete our vision we insisted on opening our doors 
to include Jewish women outside our Shaarai congregation:  fifteen 
women, 10 from Temple Beth El and 5 from Temple Beth Chaim in 
Malvern and Temple Ohev Shalom in Harrisburg. 
 To no one’s surprise, we were just so very happy to be 
together, and we were all left wondering why we waited so long to 
do something as simple  and as important as “getting together” – 
joining together as Jewish women.  We vowed to continue, and 
already we have made good on that vow. 
 Seder attendee, Marilyn Nathan left us with a clear 
understanding of what we accomplished at the Seder: “… the 
Women’s Seder helped to crystallize for me all of the things that I 
do enjoy and appreciate about this Reform congregation.   And 
probably the one that gives me the greatest comfort is the 
encouragement of inclusiveness.” 
  

Jill Weisberg 

Dear Sisterhood, 
 It has been an honor to serve the Sisterhood of Shaarai 
Shomayim. It’s hard to believe our term is coming to an 
end. As each month of our term went by, we did our best to 
reflect on what was working and what wasn’t: did we have 
the right number of events? How do we reach all age 
groups? How do we attract new members and retain the 
current ones? In a time where many of our members work 
full time, take care of children and/or parents, or simply 
enjoy retirement with other activities, it was difficult for us 
to be an integral part of busy lives. Our predecessors had 
made it look easy and some even said their term was “fun.” 
At moments we may have felt challenged, but we look 
back with pride on what the executive and general boards 
and chairs were able to accomplish over the last two years. 
 Many events we hosted hadn’t been held in many 
years, and for some a twist was added to make them fresh 
and new. For others, we kept tried and true. We added a 
few new chairs and were lucky to have retained others. 
We’d like to bring attention to a few of the Sisterhood 
events (in no particular order:) the YES Fund event 
(formerly Circle of Service) was held as a cocktail and 
Havdalah; Casino Night and Auction raised $16,000 that 
we shared with the Temple; members and friends enjoyed 
cards of Bingo; our retreat was held in a new, beautiful 
location; meals were provided to new mothers and others; 
the gift shop was revitalized; Women’s Torah Study was 
returned to the calendar with great participation; Lilith 
Salon continued with a wonderful following; we hosted an 
incredible women’s Passover Seder with 60 attending, 
including members of several other local and regional 
Sisterhoods; Donor Dinner and Paid Up Membership 
included delicious meals and fascinating speakers.  Ladies’ 
Nights Out were lots of fun and more frequent which 
allowed us to dine at various restaurants and make pottery. 
We brought a WRJ Vice President and WRJ Atlantic 
District president in for a special Sisterhood Shabbat.  
Although there were a few events that ended in the idea 
phase or were cancelled, we believe there was something 
for everyone who wanted to participate in Sisterhood. 
 We know, without a shadow of a doubt, that we could 
not do all of these things, especially financially supporting 
our Temple youth, without the amazing women and 
supportive families of our Sisterhood.  Yes, we can look 
back with pride in what has been accomplished over the 
past two years. We can also hand over the gavel knowing 
that Sisterhood is in good hands with the new executive 
and general boards and wish Rhonda Kleiman a wonderful 
term as President. 

Beth & Stacey  
 

 

Save the Date… 
Sisterhood Installation 

Thursday, June 4, at 6:30 

in the Wise Memorial Hall 

Watch for your invitation in May. 



 Shavuot (Shavuos in 
Ashkenazi Hebrew) is 
celebrated this year  from 
sunset May 23 through sunset 
May 24, corresponding to 6 
Sivan. It is known formally as 
Chag HaShavuot , the Festival 
of Weeks. It is called the 
Festival of Weeks, because it 
is exactly seven weeks after 
Passover, and seven weeks 
from the exodus from Egypt 

until the giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. In fact, each 
day between Passover and Shavuot is counted. This 
is called counting the Omer.  
 Omer is a measure of wheat. In the days of the 
Temple, it was forbidden to use the new barley crop 
until an omer was brought as an offering to the 
Temple in Jerusalem. The omer was brought on the 
first day of Passover. From that time, 49 days (seven 
weeks) are counted until Shavuot. We count in the 
evening, so counting begins the day 
after the first day of Passover, on 
the second evening of Passover. 
 Shavuot is one of the “shalosh 
regalim” or three pilgrimage 
festivals mentioned in the Torah. 
The others are Sukkot and 
Passover. These are each harvest festivals when 
offerings were brought to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 It is traditional to spend the evening prior to 
Shavuot in study. In fact, some groups spend the 
entire night studying, stopping when it is time for the 
morning service of Shavuot. Others will study in the 
evening, but not necessarily all night long. 
 The book of Ruth is read at the morning service 
for Shavuot. The Book of Ruth tells the story of 
Elimelech and his family (wife, Naomi and sons 
Machlon and Chilyon). Both Machlon and Chilyon 
married Moabite women, Orpah and Ruth, the 

daughters of Eglon the Moabite 
king. After Elimelech died, 
Naomi remained in the land of 
Moab. After her sons died, she 
had to decide where to go. She 
chose to return to Israel, 
encouraging her daughters-in-
law to stay in the land of Moab 
and remarry. Orpah chose to 

return to her father, while Ruth decided to stay with 
Naomi, saying “Where you go, I will go. Where you 
lodge, I will lodge. Your nation is my nation. And 
your God is my God.” Ruth is sometimes referred 
to as the first convert to Judaism.  

 
Shavuot at Shaarai Shomayim 
 On Erev Shavuot (Saturday, May 23 at 7 p.m.) 
there will be a program based on our Confirmation 
program.  Rabbi Paskoff will be asking a group of 
adults to speak about the same questions he asks 
our high school seniors: 
1) What have been the major milestones in your 
Jewish life to date? 
2) What are you confirming for the future? 
 In keeping with the tradition of dairy foods on 
Shavuot, we will have a “Make Your Own 
Sundaes” ice cream bar. 
 All of this will be followed by a festival service.  
  There will be a festival morning service 
including Yizkor at 10 a.m. on May 24. 

 
Shavuot at Home 
 It is traditional to eat dairy on Shavuot. There 
are a few possible reasons, but one is that upon 
receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai, the Jews 
immediately became obligated in the laws of 
Sh'chita – slaughter of animals. Since they did not 
have time to prepare kosher meat, they ate dairy 
instead. Some say that blintzes are common for 
Shavuot because when two are placed next to 
each other on a plate, they resemble the Torah 
scroll. 
 Some dairy recipes for Shavuot can be found 
at http://www.reformjudaism.org/recipe-search? 
keyword=shavuot&f[0]=im_field_tags%3A357. 
 



See It for Yourself! 
  It's not as good as having been there, but if you missed it, a video of the infamous Brotherhood‐sponsored Dr. 
Bob Roast honoring Dr. Robert Steinman is now available on YouTube. Watch as the heat is turned up on Dr. Bob 
at h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTHj0L92JYk&feature=youtu.be. Witness the wit flying around the room ‐ it's 
good for some laughs! Special thanks to Missy DePietro for the cinematography and YouTube submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVERYONE’S INVITED TO A FATHER’S DAY FAMILY PICNIC! 
WHO 

All members of the Congregation Shaarai Shomayim community of all ages 
WHAT 

A special Father’s Day picnic sponsored by Brotherhood 
WHEN 

Father’s Day, Sunday, June 21, 2015, starting at noon (rain or shine) 
WHERE 

Manor Township Park, Strickler Pavilion (adjacent to baseball fields) 
From Route 30: South on Rohrerstown Road (741) past Columbia Ave (462), Road changes name to Millersville 

Road (still 741), Pass Charlestown Road (signalized intersection), Make next right onto Berkshire Road. Keep 
making rights until you see park entrance. Inside the park, head to the left to park. The pavilion is at the end of 

the parking lot. 
 

MORE DETAILS:  
  Hamburgers, hot dogs, condiments, and paper goods provided. 

You are asked to please bring a hot or cold dish (baked beans, salad, etc.)  
chips/snacks, dips, beverages, etc. to share and enjoy 

Don’t forget baseball and sports equipment, games  
 

Please reply to Ron Spitzer, RonaldSpitzer@icloud.com  
(so we can plan how many burgers and hotdogs to provide) 


