
FROM THE RABBI 
 I hope our secular new year will 
be a time of good health, blessing, 
and much happiness for all of you, 
and for your families.  
 
 We are blessed this year to 
have a number of B’nai Mitzvah in 
the fall and spring. That leaves us the 
darkest/coldest time of year for some 
of our meatiest programming. Bundle 
up, call me if you need rides, and 
let’s join together for two very special 
weekends. Over Martin Luther King 
weekend, January 16-18, we will be 
hosting the future of the American 
Jewish community for a weekend of 
prayer and companionship, music 
and mitzvahs. 100 members of NFTY
-PAR, our regional high school youth 
organization, will spend the weekend. 
Our own youth group, SSTY, will be 
leading our Friday night service. As 
an extra bonus, timed to coincide 
with the visit from NFTY, we will 
share in the Miller Music Festival with 
guest performer, Michelle Citrin, that 
weekend. She will join our kids in 
leading services on Friday, and will 
perform in concert on Saturday night. 
Her energy and enthusiasm will 
delight everyone. This is a weekend 
for people of all ages. It is not to be 
missed. 
 
 When we get to the last 
weekend of the month, we will 
welcome our Nathan and Natalie 
Loss Scholar in Residence. I have 
studied with Rabbi Michael Marmur 
at several conventions. His 
scholarship is matched with wit and 
grace. He offers us four learning 
opportunities over the weekend. You 
will be enriched by his presence in 
our community. 
 

 Yes, my friends, if this sounds 
repetitive, it is. Every year around 
this time, as we start to promote 
these annual events, I share my 
nachas (Yiddish: button-popping 
pride) that our congregation can offer 
these programs. These are things 
that the entire Jewish community is 
encouraged to share in. I hope you’ll 
invite your friends. They should know 
about our congregation and the 
wealth of different possibilities we 
bring to Lancaster over the course of 
the year. We have an extraordinary 
congregation. It should be a source 
of pride to you as well. 
 
 Finally, the elections for the 
World Zionist Organization begin this 
month. Between now and the end of 
the election in April, please look for 
ways for you to promote pluralism 
and justice in the Land of Israel. This 
will only happen if our movement 
gets involved in big ways. If you have 
any questions, please see me. 
 
 See details on all of these 
activities inside this bulletin. As dark 
and cold as it is, I look forward to 
sharing in the broadest array of 
Jewish experiences our community 
can offer—this month and every 
month. I hope we’ll see lots of each 
other in 2015. 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES & EVENTS 

January 2 
First Friday Erev Shabbat service 6 p.m.  

 

January 3 
 Torah study & Shabbat morning service 

9:00 
 

January 5, 12, 26 
Adult Jewish Growth 

preparation for SIR weekend  
 see p. 5 

 

January 7 
Sisterhood Ladies lunch see insert 

 

January 9 
Erev Shabbat service 7:30 

5th grade participating in service 
 

January 10 
Torah study & Shabbat morning service  

 

Tot Havdalah  see back page  
 

Movie Night see p. 4 
 

January 16-18 
SSTY Shabbat, 7:30 pm. 

WINSTY youth group weekend 
Miller Music Festival   

See p. 6 
 

January 17 
 Torah study & Shabbat morning service 

9:00 
 

January 18 
NO Religious School 

 

January 19 
Temple office closed in observance of 

MLK Day 
 

January 23 
Erev Shabbat service 7:30 

 

January 24 
Torah study & Shabbat morning service 
9 a.m.  6th grade leads service at 10:15 

 

Sisterhood dinner and Bingo night 
See insert 

  

January 30-Feb.1 
Scholar in Residence weekend 

See p. 7 
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TORAH AT HOME 
Last  year we started a new program, inviting 

members to host the Torah in their home for a week.  From all 
the feedback we have received, the program has been 
successful and we, therefore, are going to offer it again.   

For those who are new or do not remember the 
project, here is what the Rabbi told us in his bulletin article 
last summer: 
    “We want to bring Torah into your homes. We want to help     
     you relate to Torah and Jewish learning in different ways.  
     But how will we decide where the Torah goes?  One of  
     the requirements is that you must be prepared to invite a  
     minimum of 10 congregants (more are welcome, non- 
     Jews and non-congregants are welcome in addition to the  
     10) to your home on a specific date when I will come to  
     your home to teach a class. We also ask that after the  
     week, the members of your household write reflections on  
     the experience that we will share with the congregation.” 
 If you’re interested, all you need to do is email Judy 
Shenk, jps87@comcast.net, with the weeks you’re available. 
We will essentially draw names, and let you know which week 
is yours. Then you just need to find the people for the learning 
session. Of course, if you’re so inclined, refreshments for your 
guests would be welcome as well. 

The dates are listed below.  The Rabbi will transport 
the Torah to your home in its own portable Ark.  Once the 
families have been selected, you and the Rabbi will be able to 
select a time that is suitable to both of you. 
Dates: 2/3/15    4/19/15  



    To great grandmother Arline Friedman, 
grandparents Carol and Elliot Blitz, great 
aunt Phyllis Bouder, and aunt Marcy Blitz, 
on the birth of twins, Leo Jacob and Naomi 

Jean Blitz, last week.  Leo and Naomi’s parents are Stuart 
and Emily Blitz. 

 


 

Todah Rabah! 
   A big thank you to everyone who signed the Uniongrams in 
honor of our 35th wedding anniversary and my special 
birthday! They were greatly appreciated. Miriam, you did a 
beautiful job! What a wonderful addition to our special 
celebrations! Linda & John Healy 
 
  




Condolences 
    Rabbi Paskoff, President Heller, and the Board of Trustees 
of Congregation Shaarai Shomayim extend their sympathy to 
Bob Ruder and family on the passing of Bob's uncle Leo 
Moskowitz, on November 24.  
 
    Condolences go to Ben Wachstein and family on the 
passing of Ben's aunt Judy Wachstein, on December 7. 
 


 
Apology 
    Our apologies are offered to the Freedman family for the 
omission of Edward Freedman’s name in connection with the 
congregational retreat in March.  The official designation is to 
be the “Shaarai Shomayim Edward Freedman Congregational 
Retreat.” 
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NEW DIRECTORIES ARE BEING MAILED TO 
EACH CONGREGANT.  WE WILL MAIL ONE 
BOOK PER HOUSEHOLD, but you are 
encouraged to have multiple copies to keep in 
various places.  Extra copies are available in 
the Temple office. 
 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR COPY TO MAKE SURE 
THE TEMPLE OFFICE HAS YOUR CORRECT 
CONTACT INFORMATION!   
 
And because the directory is ALWAYS an ongoing 
project, here are the corrections and additions 
since it was printed in December! 
 
NEW  MEMBERS 
Levine, Arthur M.   
amlevine12@comcast.net 
2001 Harrisburg Pike  Apt CW 247 
Lancaster 17601 
509-2161 
 
NEW ADDRESSES 
Berkowitz, Alan & Joanne 
815 Olde Hickory Rd Apt 311 
Lancaster  17601 
 
PLEASE  BE SURE TO TRANSFER THESE 
MONTHLY ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 
TO ALL YOUR COPIES. 

Keeping up with our Temple family   
 

If in your travels through social media, you come 
across news about any of our congregants or their 
families, such as births, deaths, honors, illnesses, 
or any other items for which we can offer Mazel 
Tov, condolences, or a helping hand, please pass 
them on to us at jpaskoff@shaarai.org or 
office@shaarai.org.  

We want to welcome you to  
our Temple family!  

 We are the Reform synagogue in Lancaster 
County; we offer a wide range of spiritual, 
educational, and social activities for all. Please 
visit us to see our beautiful building, attend a 
Friday night Shabbat service (see the calendar 
insert) or Saturday morning Torah study-service. 
 Ask about our school program for infants 
through senior high school, our adult education 
programming, Tikkun Olam projects, our youth and 
adult auxiliaries.   
 We have music, plays, holiday observances, 
dinners, and field trips.   
 Please contact us at 397-5575, 
mrowley@shaarai.org, or visit our website, 
www.shaarai.org, for more information, and share 
with unaffiliated Jewish friends, neighbors, and 
family.   
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Musically Speaking 
The Sound of Children’s Voices 

 
You don’t have to be big to be great. -Shalom Aleichem 

 
 Wow. I just came home from Shaarai School. It’s 
delicious to teach music on Sundays! 
Music has always been huge in my life and I love it in its many 
forms, opera, reggae, folk, rock, jazz, klezmer, classical. I once 
attended an outdoor opera in Rome where there were live 
horses on stage (Aida)! Still, one of my favorite types of music 
is children singing. 
 There’s been plenty of research about the powerful health 
benefits of singing, particularly group singing. Singing in a 
group is, for one, healing. What is it about children’s voices 
that’s so special? 
 
    ●  They are our future. 
    ●  Their voices and faces are open. 
    ●   It’s healthy for them to sing and for our congregation to         
           listen to them singing. 
    ●   They remind us of our childhood. 
 
 During these chilly winter months, when the initial impulse 
is to stay home on Friday evenings, I hope you’ll venture out 
anyway and attend our Erev Shabbat services. Come in, get 
warm spiritually; that kind of warmth goes a long, long way. 
Some of our children will be participating in services in 
January, others in February. We have the gift of our Annual 
Miller Music Festival (thank you, Rosanne and David!) and this 
year we welcome Michelle Citrin’s jazzy upbeat voice. 
 Over the years, I’ve enjoyed hearing children sing on the 
bima. They have a unique message to tell us, when we listen 
from and with our hearts. Their voices, their presence reminds 
us of our own childhood, our childhood dreams and hopes, 
plans we’ve made and perhaps not yet fulfilled. Some scholars 
say that children are closer to God. The energy of youth 
carries special insights which can enhance our lives. 
 Here’s two YouTube videos which include children 
singing: 
    ● This features three Israeli children singing  
          “Tomorrow” (from Annie) to President Obama in 3  
           languages. It’s gorgeous! http://youtu.be/UhLcd4stXfE  
    ● A song of yearnings for peace in the Middle East, “Hevenu  
          Shalom Aleinu” by Shlomo Gronich song has Arab and  
          Israeli children singing with Arab and Israeli adults:  
          http://youtu.be/5d_i2F2LlF8 
 
 I look forward to singing with you on Shabbat, here at 
Shaarai Shomayim.  

 
B’shira (with song), 

Adult Jewish Growth  
5775 Programming 

 

All sessions at the Temple, Monday 
evenings, 7:30-9 p.m. 

 

 

January 5, 12, 26:  preparation for the Nathan & 
Natalie Loss Scholar in Residence weekend Jan.31-
Feb. 1. 
 Please see p. 7 for the topics our visiting scholar, 
Rabbi Michael Marmur, will be helping us explore. 
 
Please contact Nicole Kaplan, 569-7781 or 
nurse94@comcast.net for more information. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Havdalah at home 

 

February 28 

 

Watch for details! 
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    Torah Punctuation Exists 

 
 I’m delighted to be teaching our sixth and seventh 
graders the essence of Torah trope. Trope is the system of 
symbols which tell us how to chant the Hebrew text. If there’s 
enough interest, I’d be happy to teach an adult class here, too. 
When I was thirteen and preparing to become Bat Mitzvah, I 
asked if I could chant my Haftarah portion. This wasn’t 
something my peers were learning, so the Rabbi and my 
parents arranged for a special tutor for me. My tutor insisted 
on teaching me the Trope symbols, and it was actually a lot of 
fun!  

While chanting adds a beautiful musical sound, the 
beautiful melody is at least equally important because Trope 
helps a reader interpret the meaning and intent of a Torah 
passage. Since the text in a Torah scroll has no vowels and no 
punctuation, the 28 Trope symbols tell you how to punctuate 
the text, whether to pause briefly (like a comma) or pause 
longer (like a period). When someone chants Torah well, she 
or he helps enhance the meaning of the words for listeners. 

We take punctuation for granted because our English 
books, newspapers, and so on are punctuated. Consider this 
example from The Art of Torah Cantillation: WE DISLIKE 
FOOLISH PEOPLE LIKE YOU WE FIND THEM BORING 

Without punctuation it’s tough to know what’s meant 
by those words. It could mean “We dislike foolish people. Like 
you, we find them boring.” Or it could mean: “We dislike foolish 
people like you. We find them boring.” Wow! Just move the 
period and it means something remarkably different. For 
another example of the striking difference punctuation can 
make, how’s this group of words: I’M HUNGRY LET’S EAT 
GRANDMA ?! 

If you’re interested in learning Trope, yet feel daunted 
by the idea of the learning process, there’s some good news 
for you. If you chant the V’ahavta, then you already know 
some Torah Trope! And, the blessing before reading the 
Haftarah, which sounds different, follows the Haftarah Trope 
system. Knowing either or both of these gives you a head start 
in learning Trope.  
 

L’hitraot (I look forward to seeing you soon), 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: The Art of Torah Cantillation: A Step-by-Step Guide to 
Chanting Torah, by Cantor Marshall Portnoy and Cantor Josee 
Wolff, UAHC Press: 2000. 
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Youth Education         

Shaarai Shomayim Movie Night presents  
 

“A Secret”  
 

In 1953, a sensitive 15 yr. old French boy finds out from a 
neighbor that his family is Jewish. Gradually peeling back the 
layers of his buried family history and his difficult upbringing 
raised as Catholic by his "Aryan" appearing parents, he finds 
out many secrets. Based on a true story. 
 

2007not rated102 minutes  
Begins with Havdalah at 7 p.m. 

Movie refreshments 

January 10 

The movies 
are back! 
The movies 
are back! 

 

Good! I love  
a good    
Saturday 
night movie. 

 
 

Sisterhood Shabbat  

Dinner and Service  

  Feb. 27   

 Fredi Bleeker Franks, Vice President 
of WRJ will be the speaker. 

Feb. 28  

WRJ Area Day at Shaarai Shomayim  

Details to follow.  
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EXCITING ACTIVITIES IN JANUARY 
 

January 16-18 is WINSTY (Winter INStitute for Temple Youth) 
AND the Miller Music Festival and it’s happening here!  Our Temple 
youth group is hosting 100 high school students from the region for 

its annual weekend of Jewish action.  
 

On Friday night, SSTY leads Erev Shabbat service, along with our  
musical guest, Michelle Citrin, at 7:30. 

 
On Saturday, the youth will spread out around the Lancaster area on 

Mitzvah projects at a variety of locations 

 
Saturday night, 7:30 Havdalah, concert, and dessert! 

EVERYONE is invited!   
 

Please contact the Temple office, 397-5575, or 
mrowley@shaarai.org if you plan to attend the Saturday concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To read more about Michelle, and listen to some of her music, please visit her website, 
http://michellecitrin.com/biography 
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Nathan and Natalie Loss Scholar in Residence  
 Rabbi Michael Marmur, Ph.D. 

Friday, Jan. 30 - Sunday, Feb. 1 

                     
Schedule & topics of discussion  

Jan. 30 Erev Shabbat service, 7:30:  “What do we mean when we say “Tradition?” 
Everyone talks about tradition, but we rarely pause to think what we mean when we use this term. 
We will explore a range of meanings of the term "tradition" to be found within Jewish tradition. 
And we will offer a response to the question: what's the most traditional thing a Jew can do? 
 
Jan. 31, Shabbat morning, 9-11:30 : “Optical Allusions: Ways of Seeing and Pluralism.” 
There is a remarkable teaching in ancient Jewish literature concerning the way the prophets of old 
would see. In exploring this tradition (and a parallel from another great world religion) we will 
discuss the meaning of pluralism and the way it can be practiced in our times. 

 
Jan. 31, Havdalah & reception, 7:00:  “Getting Across the River: On the Prospects for 
Judaism in Contemporary Israel.” Using a Talmudic tale about three men trying to get across an 
argumentative river, we will discuss some of the major issues confronting Israeli society in our 
time. Rabbi Marmur will offer his view about what is happening today in the Israeli Jewish 
renaissance, and whether it is an exciting new chapter in the story of Judaism, or simply a curious 
footnote. 

 
Feb. 1, Sunday morning, 9:00, (not 9:30 as in the past:) “Yes and No: Anatomy of a 
Difficult Decision.” In the literature of the Rabbis there is much to be found concerning the need 
to be clear about when "yes" is really "yes" and when "no" is really "no". But in life there are often 
problems when it is not clear what one's position should be. In this session we will look at how one 
institution of Reform Judaism is grappling with a challenging issue relating to the question of 
intermarriage. Where do you stand? What do you think? We will try to make you feel a little less 
sure about any opinion you may have… 
     Light breakfast, hosted by Brotherhood, will be served 
 

The Monday evening Adult Jewish Growth series preceding Rabbi Marmur’s visit, 
Jan. 5, 12, & 26, will be preparation for our Scholar in Residence Weekend. 

 
PLEASE CONTACT THE TEMPLE OFFICE, 397-5575, OR MROWLEY@SHAARAI.ORG 
IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND ANY/ALL OF THE WEEKEND SESSIONS. THERE WILL BE 

FOOD, WE NEED TO PLAN!! 

Dr. Michael Marmur is the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost at 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. Previously, he served as 
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of  HUC - JIR in Jerusalem. In 
recent years he has taught courses in Theology, Homiletics, and Pluralistic 
Jewish Education.  
 
Rabbi Marmur has lectured and taught extensively in North America and 
Israel, and also in many parts of Western and Central Europe.  



  MITZVOT OPPORTUNITIES & COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 Mitzvot Opportunities are activities that give us the chance to do something positive for our Jewish and 
non-Jewish neighbors.  Whether it is a 13 year old’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah project, a collection for Jewish 
Family Services, a meal for the homeless, or money for a disaster relief fund; whether you call it Tikkun 
Olam, gemilut chasadim, or Mitzvot, it’s all good. 
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We’re here for you 

Can we help you? 
With a ride?   With a call?  With a visit?   

With something we haven’t thought of yet? 
Can you help us? 

Be a driver.  Be a caller.  Be a visitor.   
Be a mentsch 

Contact ALICE YERMAN, 569-5554 or 
ayerm@juno.com 

 

 

HINEINI 

FROM THE GREEN COMMITTEE 
Choose solar‐powered hea ng for your home    
  Renewable energy sources produce no greenhouse gases and 
their reserves are inexhaus ble.  Why not use the sun to heat your 
water and your house?   People o en mistakenly believe that solar 
hea ng only works in tropical regions.  This is incorrect ‐‐ it is just as 
economical to choose solar power at our  la tudes.   Depending on 
the  situa on, energy  from  the  sun  can  supply 40%  to 80% of hot 
water needs, and 20% to 40% of hea ng needs.  A solar hot water 
heater may allow a 40%  to 70%  reduc on of energy consump on 
during the summer. 
 

  Various  financial  subsidies  for  renewable  energies  are 
available,  especially when  construc ng  on  a  large  scale‐‐find 
out  about  them.    Even  without  subsidy,  a  solar  panel 
installa on pays for  itself  in about 12 years on average, while 
its  life  is generally  longer than 25 years.   The sunlight  is  free, 
courtesy of Mother Nature.  

365 Ways to Save the Earth  
by Phillippe Bourseiller 

Franklin & Marshall College presents the Klehr Center for 
Jewish Life Reading Group 

2014-15 Reading List and Discussion Dates  
 

Each month we will discuss the selected reading. All discussion 
sessions are free and open to the public. Discounted copies of 
the works may be purchased at the F&M Bookstore.  All readers 
welcome – read one book, read them all. 
 
Jan.  22 — The Kill Artist by Daniel Silva 
Feb. 26 — The Tinderbox by Lisa Gornick 
Mar. 26 — The Gallery of Vanished Husbands by Natasha  
                  Solomons 
May 14 —  In the Courtyard of the Kabbalist by Ruchama  
                  King Feuerman 

 

All sessions meet on Thursday evenings from 7-8:30 pm 
in the Klehr Center for Jewish Life living room, 645 
College Ave., at the corner of College & W. New Sts. 

 

Please note:  No meeting in April   

 We have a tremendous 
opportunity to influence and 
impact what happens in Israel 
and all one needs to do is 
simply VOTE! The elections 
for the World Zionist Congress 
are once again upon us, and 

we need every single member to be loud and to be 
counted.  

  The purpose of the World Zionist Congress is to 
discuss the burning questions facing the Jewish world 
and to vote on how to deal with these issues. The math 
is simple: Electing a large ARZA/Reform Movement 
delegation to the next World Zionist Congress (WZC) will 
strengthen Reform Judaism’s call for the values and 
ideals we cherish – like equality, egalitarianism and 
peace – and will grant the Reform movement greater 
influence to shape what it means to be Jewish in the 
Jewish State.  

 For more information and 
to vote go to                        
        
www.reformjews4israel.org 



Temple Contributions 
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Mitzvah Fund 
In memory of Stan Goldstoff 
    The Freile Family 
 

In memory of Elias Max Solomon 
     Carole and Peter D’Ettorre 
 

In memory of Judy Wachstein 
    Shirley Gitomer 
 

A donation has been received from Robert E. Field 
 

Chavrai Zamir Fund 
In memory of Rachael R. Garber 
    Rhea and Phil Starr 
    Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Paskoff Camper Fund 
In memory of Leo Moskowitz 
    Betty and Burt Margolis 
    Miriam and Jim Baumgartner 
    Shirley Gitomer 
 

In memory of Judy Wachstein 
    Linda and Jim Wimmer 
 

Tikkun Olam Fund 
In honor of Bob Steinman’s birthday 
    Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

In honor of the birth of Caroline Mia Steifel 
    Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Speedy recovery of Roy Small 
    Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Speedy recovery of Harvey Meyer 
    Randi and Bill Jacobson 
 

Historic Preservation Fund 
In honor of the Confirmation Class of 1964 
    Alan R. Gilbert 
 

Peitzman Religious School Technology Fund 
In memory of Judy Wachstein 
    Judy and Syd Shenk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood Contributions 

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONES 
 

THE INSTALLATION OF NEW MEMORIAL TABLETS 
IN THE SANCTUARY WILL PROVIDE  

CONGREGANTS WITH THE  
OPPORTUNITY TO COMMEMORATE  

THE YAHRZEIT OF FAMILY AND LOVED ONES  
WITH PERMANENT INDIVIDUAL PLAQUES. 

 
 

              
     $360  

             
                   

           $540.  
 

SAMPLE AVAILABLE IN TEMPLE OFFICE 

 
 
Flower Fund  (Rita Hallock) 
Fresh flowers were donated  

 by Carol & Ron Rapaport on December 12 in memory of 
their parents, Helene Wiener, A.B. Wiener, Saul Starr, Abe 
Giltman, Sara Giltman. 
 
Social Action Fund   
In honor of Jill Weisberg receiving the WRJ Woman of Valor 
Honor  
     Rhea and Phil Starr. 
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YAHRZEIT 

These names are perpetual memorial plaques displayed permanently or on the appropriate week of their Yahrtzeits in our 
Sanctuary: 

    
 If you would like to have any names added to the Kaddish list, please notify the Temple office, 397-5575 or of-
fice@shaarai.org by Wednesday of the week you would like those additions read. 

January 2 
Carrie Fox 
Sophia Migdon 
Harry Lapkin 
Lena Levy 
Pauline Ellis 
William Barnett 
David P. Koenigsberg 
Sidney Greenstein 
Simon B. Hirsh 
Maurice Weinstock 
Fred Geissen 
Daniel Manheimer 
Doris O. Zaritzky 
 
 
 
 
 

January 9 
Rose Foreman 
Jacques H. Geisenberger 
Charlotte Heyman 
Ethel C. Jacobson 
Sarah Mary Kranich 
Joseph Simon 
Shirley W. Peitzman 
William Levy  
Nelson L. Albert 
Albert Rosenstein 
Heloise G. Hirsch 
Juliet Karmiohl Lockman 
Morris Gottlieb 
Dora C. Pomerantz 
 
 
 
 

January 16 
Shirley Selfon Edelson 
Barnet Miller 
Dorothy G. Rosenstein 
Elsie Rothschild Wolff 
Jack Roth 
Rachel Simon Etting 
Herbert Lazarus 
Jacob Joseph Comer 
Dr. Joshua Sherman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 23 
Alan Dove 
Pauline Goldberg 
Jacob P. Friedman 
Michael Richman 
Freda Slotkin 
Goldie Greenstein Davis 
Louis Gansman 
Sadie Alboum 
Meyer Cohn 
Doris K. Harlem 
Ella Loeb Klein 
Rabbi Lester Roubey 
Dora K. Wainer 
Jacob Fichter 
Albert S. Rosman 
Rose Strauss 
Adrienne Miller Ballen 
Henrietta Ryder 

January 30 
Dine D. Cohen 
Madaline Miller 
Dora Wesler 
Harry Friedman 
Simon A. Cantor 
Jacob Rosenthal 
Lotte Rosenbaum 
Freundlich 
Gertrude Halperin Lurio 
Mary Rae Harman Bacharach 
Anna Elins 
David L. Zweifler  
David L. Wolnek 
 

 
Women's Torah Study 

Sponsored by Sisterhood 
Explore new perspectives from a 

woman's point of view on the great 
teachings of our faith. 

All are welcome!   
No prior Torah experience necessary 

 
 Sun., Jan. 18, at 7 p.m.    

(see schedule below for the next session) 

Temple Teen Lounge 
Bring a dessert to share 

 
Meetings are held each month – and we will alternate days 
between Sunday and Thursday evenings. Each meeting will 

begin with a short, beautiful Rosh Chodesh service 
 

Next meeting:  Thurs., Feb. 19 
 

Watch for emails for the spring schedule and readings.  
Contact Tama Etra at tamaetra@gmail.com or Jill Weisberg at 

bellallure1@aol.com with questions. 

Save the Date! 
 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Passover Seder 
Sunday, March 29, 2015 
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The Mitzvah of Tzedakah 
Over the years, various funds have been set up by individuals, Sisterhood, the Temple, and Brotherhood for the benefit of Congregation 
Shaarai Shomayim, its members, and the community.  A donation to any of these funds serves a three-fold purpose:   

It benefits the purpose for which the fund was established.                     It benefits the one for whom you are donating. 

It benefits you by giving you the opportunity to fulfill the Mitzvah of Tzedakah.   
 
Contributions are welcome in honor or memory of any person or event, Jewish or non-Jewish, local or not. 

SISTERHOOD  
 

These funds are chaired by Natalie Freedman,1600 Aldred 
Circle, Lancaster, PA 17601  
 
     Children's Library Fund      Sofian Youth Fund  
     Religious School Fund      Social Welfare Fund 
     Sisterhood Improvement Fund 
   
Prayerbook — Torah Commentary Fund, handled by Heidi Cohen 
608 Fleetwood Dr, Lititz PA  17543.  Prayer books are $36, 
Commentaries are $45. 
 
Tree of Life, chaired by Ilene Schenkel, 1842 Sturbridge Dr., 
Lancaster  17601.  $55 
 
Uniongrams, chaired by Miriam Baumgartner, 392-1245. 
$1 per name. 
 
Pulpit Flowers, chaired by Rita Hallock, 872-5127.  Please check 
with Rita about the cost of a flower arrangement  

 


 

  BROTHERHOOD  
 

Please send donations to Bobby Dickman, 111 Armstrong 
Lane, Lancaster 17603. 
 
 Israel Scholarship Fund - The men’s auxiliary’s major 
fundraising efforts go toward providing money for our Temple 
youth to travel to Israel on officially sponsored tours or study 
programs through NFTY, URJ, etc.   




  

TEMPLE  
 

 These funds are chaired by Carole D’Ettorre, 962 Buckwalter 
Rd, Lititz PA  17543  
 
     Building Fund            Jack Paskoff Camper Fund 
     Chavrai Zamir Fund           Cantorial Music Fund          
     Miller Music Fund             Klezmer Band  
     Endowment Fund             Mitzvah Fund  
     Historic Presr. Fund             Sha’ar L’Atid      
     L. Robinson Tikkun Olam Fund                        
     Gilat Zikkaron  “Joy of Remembrance” 
     Peitzman Religious School Technology Fund 
     Nathan & Natalie Loss Lecture Fund 
 



  Unless requested otherwise, all donations will 
be published in the Bulletin.   
 In order for any donation to be properly 
acknowledged, please include the following 
information in your request: 
     Your name and address, email if applicable. 
     The name and address of the person for whom     
          the donation is being made, and if there is a     
          familial relationship. If you wish a note of   
          acknowledgement to be sent to that person,  
          please indicate that, also. 
     The reason for the donation. 
     The fund to which you wish your donation to be  
           credited. 
  

Donations are requested by mail, regular or e-.    
  

 All of our donations chairs are volunteers.  
Some of them have been doing this for years, some 
of them are new.   Whether you have been donating 
for years, or this is the first time, please do not 
assume that the chairs know who you are, to whom 
you are related, or what your wishes are.   
  
 Donations are a minimum of $5 (unless 
otherwise noted), and a check must be received 
before acknowledgments are sent or placed in 
the Bulletin. NEITHER SISTERHOOD, 
BROTHERHOOD, NOR TEMPLE WILL BILL FOR 
DONATIONS. 
 
     Sending your donation to the correct person will 
facilitate timely acknowledgment. 

 

       If you would like more information about any of 
these funds, please contact the chairpersons 
listed.  
 
 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND DONATIONS TO THE 
TEMPLE OFFICE. 
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Brotherhood is 
sponsoring the 
following events 
beginning in 
February: 

 

Hershey Bears Hockey game    
 
Roast honoring Dr. Bob Steinman in 
March   
 
The annual 2nd Night Seder in April  
 

Watch for details!  All events are 
open to the congregation. 
 

Tot Havdalah 
Saturday evening, January 10 

5 p.m. 
 

Join us for PJ Library story time and snacks 
in the small social hall,  

followed by a brief Havdalah service in the 
sanctuary. 

  

Children are encouraged to wear their pajamas 
and to bring a stuffed friend along. 

  

Please respond to the Temple office, 397-5575, 
or mrowley@shaarai.org 

if you will be there. 
Thanks! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 
 

   1  Tevet 10 
 
New Years Day 
Office closed 

2  Tevet 11 
 
First Friday 
Shabbat service      
6 p.m. 

3 Tevet 12 
 
Torah study and 
Shabbat morning 
service 9:00 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayehi 

4 Tevet 13 
 
Sunday School 
9:15-noon for 
Early Childhood-
10th grades 
 
 

5 Tevet 14 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 
at the Temple  
See p. 5 

6 Tevet 15 7 Tevet 16 
 
Sisterhood Ladies 
Lunch 
 
Hebrew 
3-7th grades 
4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

Adult beginner 
Hebrew  5-6 p.m. 

8 Tevet 17 
 
Sisterhood Board 
meets 

9 Tevet 18 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 
5th grade 
participating 

10 Tevet 19 
 

Torah study and 
Shabbat service 9 
a.m. 
 

Tot Havdalah 
& PJ Library! 
5 p.m. see back 
page  
 

Movie night See p. 
5 

Shemot 
11 Tevet 20 
 
Sunday School 
9:15-noon for PK-
10th grades 

12  Tevet 21 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 
at the Temple  
See p. 5 

13  Tevet 22 
 
Executive Board 
meets, 6:30 

14  Tevet 23 
 
Hebrew 
3-7th grades 
4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

Adult beginner 
Hebrew  5-6 p.m. 

15  Tevet 24 16  Tevet 25 
 
SSTY Shabbat 
service 7:30 
 
 
           

17 Tevet 26 
 
Torah study and 
Shabbat morning 
service 9:00 
 
 

Vaera 
 
  
 

18  Tevet 27 
 
NO Religious 
School 

19  Tevet 28  
 
Martin Luther King 
Day 
 
Office closed 

20  Tevet 29 
 
Board committee 
meetings, please see 
your chair for time 
and place   
 
 
 
 
 
 

21  Shevat 1 
 
Hebrew 
3-7th grades 
4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

Adult beginner 
Hebrew  5-6 p.m. 
 
 
Rosh Chodesh 
Shevat 

22 Shevat 2  23  Shevat 3 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 
 
Family Ed K & 1st 
grades Shabbat 
dinner at Rabbi’s  

24  Shevat 4 
 
Torah study 9:00 
6th grade 
participating in 
Shabbat morning 
service 10:15 
 
 
Sisterhood Bingo 
night,  see insert 

Bo 

25  Shevat 5 
 
Sunday School 
9:15-noon for 
Early Childhood-
10th grades 
 

11 & 12 grades 
meet 9-11 a.m. 

26  Shevat 6 
 
Adult Jewish 
Growth 7:30-9 p.m. 
at the Temple  
See p. 5 

27  Shevat 7 
 
Temple Board 
meets at the Temple 
6:30 

28  Shevat 8 
 
Hebrew 
3-7th grades 
4:30– 6 p.m. 
 

Adult beginner 
Hebrew  5-6 p.m. 

29  Shevat 9 30  Shevat 10 
 
Erev Shabbat 
service 7:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 Shevat 11 
 
Torah study and 
Shabbat morning 
service 9:00 
 
 
 
 

Beshalah 
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Deadline for all 
material for the 
Jan. midmonth 

Deadline for all 
material for 
Feb. Bulletin  

Miller Music Weekend   
WINSTY  through  Sunday 

see p.6 

SIR weekend  through Sun.  see p. 7 
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  As we come to the last six months of our two year term, we 
hope that you have enjoyed many of the ac vi es that have 
occurred.  We have several new events that will be happening in the 
near future, such as A Women’s Seder and a Ladies Night Out at a 
Spa!!!!    
 
  We want to share with you one last ar cle from a member of 
Sisterhood who a ended the WRJ Atlan c District Mee ng.  

 

Beth Adland & Stacey Kapushy 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 WRJ Atlantic District Convention 

 
 I had the privilege of attending the WRJ Atlantic District 
Convention in October and it was outstanding.  You could feel 
the energy and excitement in the air, which was ever present 
throughout the entire weekend.  It was great to share both 
learning and worship with women from our district, from 
Sisterhoods both large and small.   
 We got to hear from two women in politics on the 
importance of women’s voices in government and other 
leadership positions if our voices are to be heard.  Tikkun 
Olam award winner Nurit Levi Shein, CEO of Mazzoni Center 
in Philadelphia gave a moving speech about the work of the 
Center.  They provide a full spectrum of quality health and 
wellness services in the Philadelphia area that specifically 
target LGBT communities.  It is one of the oldest AIDS service 
organizations in the U.S. and their work is impressive.  Other 
educational sessions focused on Torah in Women’s Lives, and 
Images of God, both presented by Rabbi Sue Elwell, and 
Rethinking Sisterhood Shabbat, presented by Cantor Jaime 
Murley.   
 We got to cheer on new officers as they were installed 
after dinner on Saturday evening.  A YES Fund brunch, which 
included a “bling” auction, with items donated by the 
convention attendees, was fun and netted over $10,000.  
 For me, however, the most meaningful aspect of the 
convention was the services.  A Visual T’filah, in which the 
prayers, readings and songs from the prayer book were 
projected on the screen, allowed us to focus more fully and be 
more engaged in the service without having to turn pages in a 
book.  Rabbi Elwell’s services were very spiritual and 
beautifully delivered and Cantor Murley got us singing two part 
harmonies in a fun way.  Another highlight was the Havdalah 
service, with the fragrance of cloves and clementines filling the 
air.  Shaarai’s Sisterhood led this service in which the theme of 
“transitions” was woven throughout.  Several Sisterhood 
members contributed pieces they wrote on the theme and it 
was very meaningful to me that I got to read my own piece.   
 The Closing Friendship Circle and song was a perfect 
way to end a perfect weekend.   

Rhonda Kleiman 

 

Relax Those Winter Blues Away 
With a Sisterhood Spa Day 

       Sunday, February 1, 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
          3 Mini-Services (approximately 15 minutes each):   

           Facial, Manicure, and Chair Massage 

              Cost:  $54 (including gratuity) per person 

 Limited Space Available: First 15 to respond will be signed up.  

Contact skapushy@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
 

Ladies Luncheon  
WEDNESDAY, January 7, noon 

on the small side of the  

Wise Memorial Social Hall.  

Cost is $7.  

 

Please contact Miriam Baumgartner  

to reserve your spot  

 jimnmir@verizon.net or (717) 392-1245. 

Rides are available!   



Edward Freedman Congregational Retreat  March 13-15, 2015 
Please tear off, complete and return to Shaarai Shomayim, 75 E. James St, Lancaster 17602 

Shaarai Shomayim  

Edward Freedman Congregational Retreat   

The Work of Creation 
 

Join us as we build and create a new understanding of Judaism and our     
connection as Jews to the planet, to each other, and God… 

Come, socialize, and learn with your congregational family 
 

Friday night, arrive at Pearlstone and check into your room.  Explore the farm and facilities of 
Pearlstone Retreat Center. Share in a traditional Shabbat meal, followed by a special service and 
socializing.   
 
On Saturday, the day starts with a continental breakfast followed by morning service. Throughout the 
weekend there will be discussions, demonstrations, access to farm animals, and workshops, all 
centered around our Jewish connection to the earth.  There will be opportunity to explore the facility 
on your own or with friends. 
 
On Sunday, a hearty breakfast will be followed by parting thoughts and goodbyes! 

 

 

Individual transportation or congregational carpooling 

               Cost:  $220 per adult,                                            10% discount if paid in full by Jan. 15   

                        $190 per youth 5-17,                                     Non-refundable deposit $50/family or                

                        $25 children under 5                                     $25/single due by Jan. 15      

     Family maximum $500                                  balance due by Feb. 20 

NAMES ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________  Children’s ages ____________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________________________  STATE ____  Zip ______ 

 Phone _______________________  email ______________________________________ 

All rooms have  
two queen beds. 

There is an upcharge for single occupancy 
 

# of rooms ______ 
 

Non-refundable deposit enclosed 
 

Family  $50  
Single  $25 

 
T-Shirt sizes 

ADULT    CHILD 
#___S    #___M   #___ L  
#___XL  #___2X  ___3X 



RSVP by sending your check payable to  
Sisterhood to: 
Emily Ritholz 
674 Hershey Mill Rd 
Mountville PA  17554 
 
You may also reserve by emailing  
emily.ritholz@gmail.com and pay at the door 

Bingo Night! 

SISTERHOOD FUNDRAISER! 
$15 PER PERSON 

Adults only please. 

Price includes dinner, one bingo card, and five 
tickets to spend on beverages.  Add’l bingo cards 
for sale for $3 each. 
$1 tickets for drinks and raffles will also be sold 

We will play 15 bingo games, for prizes! 

 

 

SOUPS, SALAD & DESSERT BAR! WINE & BEER! 
January 24, 6:30PM      GAMES BEGIN AT 7:15PM 


